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General Instructions

Read the following instructions very carefully and strictly follow them:

1. The test is of 2 hour duration.
2. The question paper consists of 150 questions. The maximum marks are 150.

3. The question paper is divide into four sections - General English, General
Knowledge, Teaching Aptitude and English.

[English)]
(Q1-Q5) Read the passage and answer questions based on the passage:

Moral education centres upon this conception of the school as a mode of social
life, that the best and the deepest moral training is precisely that which one gets
through having to enter into proper relations with others in a unity of work and
thought. The present educational systems, so far as they destroy or neglect this
unity, render it difficult or impossible to get any genuine, regular moral training.

1. According to the writer, the school is a form of

(A)
(B) religious life
(C) spiritual life
(D)

individual existence

D) social life

Correct Answer: (D) social life

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks what form of life the writer considers the school to be, based on the provided
passage.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

We need to locate the part of the passage that describes the writer’s conception of a school.
The first sentence of the passage states: ”Moral education centres upon this conception of the
school as a mode of social life...”.

This directly answers the question. The writer explicitly identifies the school as a form of social



life.

Step 3: Final Answer:
According to the writer, the school is a form of social life.

9 Quick Tip

In reading comprehension questions, always look for direct statements in the passage
that match the keywords in the question. Here, the phrase ”school as a mode of social
life” is a direct quote that leads to the answer.

2. Moral training, according to the passage, effects

(A) a unity of work and thought

(B) entering into proper relations with oneself
(C) the skills of work

(D) the skills of thought

Correct Answer: (A) a unity of work and thought

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks what effect moral training has, according to the passage.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The passage states that ”...the best and the deepest moral training is precisely that which
one gets through having to enter into proper relations with others in a unity of work and

thought.”

This sentence links the process of moral training directly with achieving a ”"unity of work and
thought” through social interaction. The passage emphasizes that present educational systems

fail because they ”destroy or neglect this unity.”
Therefore, the effect of proper moral training is to bring about this unity.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Based on the passage, moral training effects a unity of work and thought.

9 Quick Tip

Pay attention to cause-and-effect relationships described in the text. The passage
presents moral training as the outcome of entering into social relations characterized
by ”a unity of work and thought.”




3. The writer’s attitude to the present education system can be described as

(A) Critical
(B) adulatory
(C) defensive
(D)

D) indifferent

Correct Answer: (A) Critical

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the writer’s tone or attitude towards the ”present education sys-
tem.”

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The last sentence of the passage provides a clear indication of the writer’s attitude: ”The
present educational systems, so far as they destroy or neglect this unity, render it difficult
or impossible to get any genuine, regular moral training.”

The use of strong negative words like ”destroy,” "neglect,” ”difficult,” and ”impossible” shows
a clear disapproval of the current system. This tone is not adulatory (praising), defensive
(protecting), or indifferent (uncaring). It is a negative assessment, which is best described as
Critical.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The writer’s attitude towards the present education system is critical.

9 Quick Tip

To determine an author’s attitude or tone, look for emotionally charged words or
phrases. Words like ”destroy,” "neglect,” and ”impossible” are strong indicators of a
critical or negative viewpoint.

4. The central concern of the passage is

(A) spiritual education / spiritual training
(B) work education / work training

(C) moral education / moral training

(D) thought education / thought training

Correct Answer: (C) moral education / moral training



Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the main topic or central theme of the passage.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The very first two words of the passage are "Moral education”. The passage then proceeds
to discuss how the best "moral training” is achieved. The final sentence concludes by talking
about the failure of the current system to provide ”genuine, regular moral training”.

The entire passage revolves around the concept of moral education and training, how it should
be achieved (through social life in school), and why current systems fail to provide it. The
other options, while mentioned as components (”work and thought”), are not the central focus.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The central concern of the passage is moral education and moral training.

9 Quick Tip

The main idea of a short passage is often stated directly in the first or last sentence.
Reading these key sentences first can quickly help you identify the central theme.

5. Find the word from the passage that is a synonym of accurate

(A) Conception
(B) Neglect
(C) Precise

(D) Genuine

Correct Answer: (C) Precise

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to find a word from the given options that is a synonym for ”accurate” and
is also present in the passage.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Let’s analyze the options:

- Conception: means an idea or concept. Not a synonym for accurate.

- Neglect: means to fail to care for. Not a synonym for accurate.

- Precise: means exact, accurate, or correct in all details. This is a strong synonym for accu-
rate.

- Genuine: means authentic or true. While related, ”precise” is a closer synonym for ”accu-



rate.”

Now we check if the word ” Precise” is in the passage. The passage contains the word " precisely”:
”...the deepest moral training is precisely that which one gets...”. The option ”Precise” is the
adjectival form of the adverb ”precisely” found in the text. Given the options, this is the in-
tended answer.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The word ”Precise” is a synonym for "accurate”, and its adverbial form ”precisely” is used in
the passage.

9 Quick Tip

In vocabulary questions related to a passage, the exact word might not be present, but
a different form of the word (e.g., adverb vs. adjective) might be. Be flexible in your
search.

6. Correct the underline word in the sentence below, by substituting with the
correct word
I pray for god to give me strength

Correct Answer: (B) to

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct preposition to use with the verb ”"pray” when indicating the
recipient of the prayer.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The standard English idiom is "to pray to” someone or something. The preposition "to” indi-
cates the direction or recipient of the action. One prays ”for” something (a result or outcome),
but "to” a deity or person.

- Correct: "I pray to God.”

- Correct: "I pray for strength.”

In the given sentence, "god” is the recipient of the prayer, so the correct preposition is "to”.
The corrected sentence is "1 pray to God to give me strength.”



Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct preposition to replace ”for” is "to”.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the common prepositional phrases with "pray”:
- Pray to (someone): indicates the entity being addressed.
- Pray for (something/someone): indicates the subject or beneficiary of the prayer.

7. I think he is honest man

he

1

© QO ot

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

no article

Correct Answer: (B) an

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct indefinite article to place before the adjective "honest”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The choice between the indefinite articles "a” and "an” is determined by the sound of the first
letter of the word that follows.

- 7a” is used before words that begin with a consonant sound.

- 7an” is used before words that begin with a vowel sound.

The word "honest” begins with the letter 'h’, but the 'h’ is silent. The word is pronounced
/’nst/, which starts with a vowel sound (’0’). Therefore, the correct article is "an”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is ”I think he is an honest man.”

Q Quick Tip

The ”a” vs. 7an” rule is about sounds, not letters! Always say the word aloud to check
if it starts with a vowel sound (a, e, i, o, u sounds) or a consonant sound. Examples:
an hour, a university.




8. This is car my friend bought last week

he
n

S

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

no article

Correct Answer: (A) the

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct article to use before the noun ”car”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The sentence is not referring to any random car. It is referring to a specific, identifiable car:
the one "my friend bought last week”.

The definite article "the” is used to refer to specific or particular nouns. The indefinite articles
"a” or "an” are used for non-specific nouns.

Since the clause "my friend bought last week” specifies exactly which car is being discussed,

the definite article is required.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is ”This is the car my friend bought last week.”

9 Quick Tip

Use "the” when the noun is specific or has been previously mentioned. Use "a/an” for
a general or first-time mention of a noun. If a noun is followed by a modifying clause
(like "that I saw” or ”which you bought”), it’s usually specific and needs ”the”.

9. Indeed, I am not sure his success

A
B
C
D

of
regarding
about

off

Py
~— — —

Correct Answer: (A) of

Solution:



Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct preposition to follow the adjective "sure”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The adjective "sure” is typically followed by the prepositions ”"of” or "about”. Both ”sure of”
and ”sure about” are grammatically correct and often interchangeable.

- ”Sure of” often implies a stronger sense of confidence or certainty based on evidence. It is
the more standard and formal choice in this context.

- 7Sure about” is also common, especially in informal speech.

Given the options, "of” is the most fitting and standard preposition to complete the phrase "1
am not sure of his success,” meaning I have doubts regarding his success.
Step 3: Final Answer:

The correct preposition is ”of”.

9 Quick Tip

"Sure of” and "sure about” are both correct idioms. However, "sure of” is often pre-
ferred when expressing confidence in a fact or an outcome.

10. They saw him fell his horse

(A)
(B) against

(C) of

(D) off

Correct Answer: (D) off

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct preposition to describe falling from a horse. Note: The verb
should be "fall”, not "fell”. ”"They saw him fall...”

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The preposition "off” is used to indicate movement away from and down from something, or
separation from a surface.

When someone falls from a horse, a bike, a ladder, or a roof, they are moving away from its
surface. Therefore, the correct phrasal verb is ”fall off”.

The sentence should correctly be ”They saw him fall off his horse.”



Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct preposition is ”off”.

9 Quick Tip

Use 7off” for falling from a surface (a horse, a wall, a bike). Use ”from” for falling from
a height or place (fall from a tree, fall from grace). Use "down” to indicate the direc-
tion (fall down the stairs).

11. The will meet again, to discuss the matter

(A) Comittee
(B) Commitee
(C) Committee
(D) Comitee

Correct Answer: (C) Committee

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a spelling question. We need to identify the correct spelling of the word for a group of
people appointed for a specific function.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
The correct spelling of the word is Committee.
It is a commonly misspelled word. It has a double 'm’, a double 't’, and a double ’e’.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct spelling is ” Committee”.

@ Quick Tip

To remember the spelling of ”committee”, think of it having three sets of double let-
ters: double m, double t, double e.

12. The Cricket team are in a mood

(A) buoyant
(B) buoyent



(C) boyant
(D) buyant

Correct Answer: (A) buoyant

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a spelling question. We need to find the correct spelling of the word that means cheerful
and optimistic.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The word ”buoyant” means able to float, or cheerful and optimistic.
The correct spelling is b-u-o-y-a-n-t.

The other options are common misspellings.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct spelling is ”buoyant”.

[ @ Quick Tip

The word "buoyant” is related to "buoy”, which is a floating object. Remembering the
"buoy” part can help you spell the word correctly.

13. Had he studied hard, he passed

(A) has

(B) had been
(C) would have
(D) have been

Correct Answer: (C) would have

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to complete a conditional sentence.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The sentence "Had he studied hard...” is an inverted form of the third conditional. The stan-
dard form is ”If he had studied hard...”.

The third conditional is used to talk about unreal situations in the past (things that did not
happen).

10



The structure is:
If-clause: If + past perfect (had + past participle)
Main clause: would have + past participle

So, the sentence structure is:

If he had studied hard
, [he would have passed].

In the inverted form, ”if” is omitted and the auxiliary verb "had” comes first:
Had he studied hard

, [he would have passed].

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct completion is ”"would have”, making the sentence "Had he studied hard, he would
have passed.”

Q Quick Tip

Recognize the third conditional structure, used for speculating about past events.
When the ’if” is dropped, the clause starts with 'Had’. The main clause will always use
'would have’ (or 'could have’/’might have’) + past participle.

14. T wish I her address

(A) know
(B) have known
(C) may know
(D) knew

Correct Answer: (D) knew

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to complete a sentence expressing a wish about a present situation.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Sentences starting with "1 wish” are used to express wishes or regrets. They use a specific verb
tense, often referred to as the subjunctive mood.

- To express a wish about a present or future situation that is not true, we use the simple
past tense in the clause that follows "I wish”.

The sentence "I wish I _____ her address” implies that "I do not know her address right now.”
To express this present wish, we use the past tense of the verb "know”, which is "knew”.

11



Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is ”I wish I knew her address.”

9 Quick Tip

Remember the tenses for "I wish” clauses:

- Wish about the present/future: ‘I wish + simple past‘ (e.g., I wish I had a car).
- Wish about the past (regret): ‘I wish + past perfect® (e.g., I wish I had studied
harder).

15. Incredulous means

(A)
(B) skeptical
(C) practical
(D)

obliterate

msane

Correct Answer: (B) skeptical

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the meaning (a synonym) of the word ”incredulous”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Incredulous means unwilling or unable to believe something; showing disbelief.
Let’s look at the options:

- obliterate: to destroy utterly.

- skeptical: not easily convinced; having doubts or reservations. This is a very close synonym

for incredulous.

- practical: concerned with the actual doing or use of something rather than with theory and

ideas.

- insane: in a state of mind that prevents normal perception, behavior, or social interaction;

seriously mentally ill.
The best match for ”incredulous” is ”skeptical”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
"Incredulous” means skeptical.

12



9 Quick Tip

Don’t confuse "incredulous” with "incredible”.

- Incredulous describes a person’s reaction of disbelief ("I was incredulous at the
news.”).

- Incredible describes the thing that is hard to believe (" The news was incredible.”).

16. Precipitous means

Correct Answer: (A) Very steep

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the meaning of the word ”precipitous”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Precipitous has two main meanings:

1. Dangerously high or steep. This is its literal meaning, often used to describe cliffs or moun-
tains.

2. (Of an action or change) Done suddenly and without careful consideration.

Let’s look at the options:

- Very steep: This directly matches the primary, literal meaning of precipitous.

- very deep: Describes depth, not steepness.

- presumption: An idea that is taken to be true on the basis of probability.

- nascent: Just coming into existence and beginning to display signs of future potential.

The most accurate and direct meaning is ” Very steep”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
"Precipitous” means very steep.

9 Quick Tip

The word " precipitous” comes from ”precipice,” which is a very steep rock face or cliff.
Remembering this connection can help you recall the meaning ”very steep.”

13



17. is a synonym for ingenuous

(A) Clever

(B) ingenious
(C) honest
(D)

D) Indecent

Correct Answer: (C) honest

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for a synonym of the word ”ingenuous”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Ingenuous means to be innocent, naive, candid, and unsuspecting. It describes someone who
is sincere and open, sometimes to a fault.

Let’s examine the options:

- Clever: Quick to understand, learn, and devise or apply ideas.

- ingenious: (Of a person) clever, original, and inventive. (Note the different spelling and
meaning).

- honest: Free of deceit; truthful and sincere. Sincerity and truthfulness are core aspects of
being ingenuous. This is the best synonym among the choices.

- Indecent: Not conforming with generally accepted standards of behavior.

The closest meaning to ”"ingenuous” is "honest” or sincere.

Step 3: Final Answer:
A synonym for "ingenuous” is "honest”.

¢ Quick Tip

Don’t confuse ”ingenuous” with ”ingenious”.
- Ingenuous (with an 'o-u-s’ ending) means innocent, naive, sincere.
b b
- Ingenious (with an ’i-o-u-s’ ending) means clever, inventive (like a genius).

18. Keenness is a synonym for

(A) abjure
(B) enigma
(C) skip

14



(D) acumen

Correct Answer: (D) acumen

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for a synonym of the word ”keenness”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Keenness is a noun that means the quality of being eager or enthusiastic, or sharpness (as in
a keen mind or a keen blade). It implies a sharp, perceptive quality.

Let’s analyze the options:

- abjure: A verb meaning to renounce a belief or claim.

- enigma: A noun meaning a person or thing that is mysterious or difficult to understand.

- skip: A verb meaning to move along lightly, or to omit.

- acumen: A noun meaning the ability to make good judgments and quick decisions, typically
in a particular domain. It implies mental sharpness and keenness.

”Acumen” is the best synonym for the mental aspect of "keenness”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
”Acumen” is a synonym for ”keenness”.

Q Quick Tip

Both ”keenness” and ”acumen” refer to a sharpness of mind. Think of someone with
”business acumen” - they have a keen sense for business matters.

19. Invincible is an antonym for

A) conquerable
B) transparent

(A)
(B)
(C) ﬁasco
(D) i

Correct Answer: (A) conquerable

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for an antonym (a word with the opposite meaning) of ”invincible”.

15



Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Invincible means too powerful to be defeated or overcome; unconquerable. The prefix ”in-
often means "not”.

Let’s analyze the options:

- conquerable: Able to be defeated or overcome. This is the direct opposite of invincible.

- transparent: Allowing light to pass through. This is unrelated.

- fiasco: A complete failure, especially a ludicrous or humiliating one. This is unrelated.

- instil: Gradually but firmly establish an idea or attitude in a person’s mind. This is unrelated.

R

The opposite of being unconquerable is being conquerable.

Step 3: Final Answer:
An antonym for ”invincible” is ”conquerable”.

Q Quick Tip

Break down words into their roots and prefixes. ”Invincible” comes from ”in-" (not)
+ "vincere” (to conquer, from Latin). So it literally means "not conquerable”. The
antonym is therefore ”conquerable”.

20. Change the following into a simple sentence
He wanted to play with his friends and so he finished his home work quickly

(A) As he wanted to play with his friends, he finished his homework quickly

(B) So as to play with his friends, he finished his home work quickly

(C) He wants to play with his friends and they he finished his home work quickly
(D) In order to play with his friends, he finished his home work quickly

Correct Answer: (D) In order to play with his friends, he finished his home work quickly

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to convert a compound sentence into a simple sentence.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- A simple sentence has only one independent clause (one subject-verb pair).

- A compound sentence has two or more independent clauses joined by a coordinating con-
junction (like 'and’, 'but’, ’so’). The original sentence is a compound sentence.

- A complex sentence has one independent clause and at least one dependent clause.

Let’s analyze the options:
- (A) 7 As he wanted...” is a complex sentence because ” As he wanted...” is a subordinate clause.

16



- (B) ”So as to play...” is grammatically awkward. The correct phrase is "so as to do some-
thing,” but it’s less common than ”in order to.”

- (C) "He wants... and they he finished...” is grammatically incorrect and doesn’t make sense.
- (D) ”In order to play with his friends, he finished his home work quickly.” This is a simple
sentence. The main clause is "he finished his home work quickly.” The phrase "In order to play
with his friends” is an infinitive phrase of purpose; it does not have its own subject and verb,
so it’s not a clause. This structure correctly captures the meaning of the original sentence in a
simple sentence format.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct conversion to a simple sentence is ”In order to play with his friends, he finished his
home work quickly.”

9 Quick Tip

To create a simple sentence from a compound or complex one, try to turn one of
the clauses into a phrase (like a participial phrase, prepositional phrase, or infinitive
phrase). ”In order to...” is a common way to create an infinitive phrase of purpose.

21. Change the following sentence into a complex sentence
”Despite several obstacles, she succeeded finally”

(A) In spite of several obstacles, she succeeded finally

(B) Not withstanding several obstacles, she succeeded finally
(C) Though there were several obstacles, she succeeded finally
(D) There were several obstacles and still she succeeded finally

Correct Answer: (C) Though there were several obstacles, she succeeded finally

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The task is to convert a simple sentence into a complex sentence.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- The original sentence, ”Despite several obstacles, she succeeded finally,” is a simple sen-
tence. It has one independent clause (”she succeeded finally”) and a prepositional phrase
(" Despite several obstacles”).

- A complex sentence must have one independent clause and at least one dependent (sub-
ordinate) clause. A dependent clause starts with a subordinating conjunction (like ‘though’,
‘although’, "because’, ’since’, 'while’).

Let’s look at the options:
- (A) and (B) are still simple sentences. ”In spite of” and ”Notwithstanding” are prepositions,

17



just like ”Despite”. They form prepositional phrases, not clauses.

- (D) ”There were several obstacles and still she succeeded finally” is a compound sentence.
It has two independent clauses joined by the coordinating conjunction ”and”.

- (C) "Though there were several obstacles, she succeeded finally” is a complex sentence.
"she succeeded finally” is the independent clause, and ” Though there were several obstacles”
is the dependent clause, starting with the subordinating conjunction ” Though”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct conversion to a complex sentence is ” Though there were several obstacles, she suc-
ceeded finally.”

9 Quick Tip

To change a simple sentence to a complex one, identify a phrase and expand it into a
full clause (with a subject and verb) introduced by a subordinating conjunction (like
‘although’, "though’, "because’, 'when’, ’if’, etc.).

22. Change the following sentence into passive voice
7”1 saw him opening the door”

(A) I saw the door and he was opening it
(B) Opening the door, he was seen by me
(C) I saw the door being opened by him
(D)

D) He was seen by me while opening the door

Correct Answer: (C) I saw the door being opened by him

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
We need to convert the given active sentence into its passive form.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The original sentence is "I saw him opening the door”. This sentence has two parts or actions:
"I saw him” and ” (him) opening the door”.

When we have a verb of perception (like see, hear, watch) followed by an object and a present
participle (-ing form), the structure for the passive voice can be tricky.

Let’s analyze the options:

- (A) This is a compound sentence and not a passive construction of the original.

- (B) ”Opening the door, he was seen by me.” Here, the main action "I saw him” is passivized
to "he was seen by me,” but the structure is awkward and changes the emphasis.

- (D) "He was seen by me while opening the door.” This is a possible passive construction,

18



but it slightly changes the meaning, implying two simultaneous actions rather than seeing the
action itself.

- (C) "I saw the door being opened by him.” This is the most accurate and common passive
form. In this structure, the main verb ”saw” remains active, but the second action ”opening
the door” is passivized. The object of the second action (”the door”) becomes the subject of
the passive phrase ("the door being opened by him”). This structure correctly conveys that
the speaker witnessed the event of the door being opened.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The most appropriate passive voice construction for the given sentence is ”1 saw the door being
opened by him.”

9 Quick Tip

When converting sentences with verbs of perception + object + participle (e.g., "I saw
him doing something”), a common passive structure is: Subject + verb of perception
-+ new object 4+ being + past participle 4+ by + agent. For example, "I saw the thing
being done by him.”

23. Change the following into active voice
7”1 was kept waiting for two hours by him”

(A)
(B) He kept me waiting for two hours
(C) He is waiting for me for two hours
(D) I was waiting for two hours for him

I waited for two hours because of him

Correct Answer: (B) He kept me waiting for two hours

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The task is to convert a sentence from passive voice to active voice.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The passive sentence is "1 was kept waiting for two hours by him.”

To convert to active voice, we need to follow these steps:

1. Identify the agent (the one doing the action), which is in the "by” phrase. The agent is
"him”. 2. Make the agent the new subject. The subject form of "him” is "He”. 3. Change the
verb from passive to active. The passive verb is "was kept” (simple past passive). The active
form in the simple past is "kept”. 4. Make the original subject ("I”) the new object. The
object form of ”I” is "me”. 5. Rearrange the sentence.
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Following these steps:

Subject: He

Verb: kept

Object: me

Remaining part: waiting for two hours

Putting it together, we get: ”He kept me waiting for two hours.”

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct active voice sentence is ”He kept me waiting for two hours.”

9 Quick Tip

To switch from passive to active, find the "doer” of the action (usually after the word
”by”) and make it the subject of the new sentence. Then, adjust the verb tense accord-

ingly.

24. Change the following into indirect speech
7”1 will bring my laptop tomorrow”, she said

(A) She said she would bring my laptop the next day

(B) She said that she would bring her laptop the next day
(C) She said she will bring her laptop the next day

(D) She said she would bring her laptop tomorrow

Correct Answer: (B) She said that she would bring her laptop the next day

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
We need to convert a sentence from direct speech to indirect (reported) speech.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The original sentence is: ”I will bring my laptop tomorrow”, she said.
When converting to indirect speech, we need to make several changes:
1. Reporting Verb: ”she said” remains the same, and we often add the conjunction ”that”.
So, ”She said that...”.
2. Pronouns: The pronoun ”I” refers to the speaker (”she”), so it changes to "she”. The
possessive pronoun "my” also refers to the speaker, so it changes to "her”.
3. Verb Tense (Backshift): Since the reporting verb ”said” is in the past tense, the verb in
the reported clause usually shifts back in tense. The modal verb ”"will” changes to ”would”.
4. Adverbs of Time/Place: The adverb of time ”tomorrow” changes to "the next day” (or
"the following day”).
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Applying all these changes:

- 7She said” — ”She said that”
- "I" — ”she”

- "will bring” — ”"would bring”
- "my laptop” — "her laptop”

- tomorrow” — ”the next day”

Combining these gives: ”She said that she would bring her laptop the next day.”
Option (A) is incorrect because it uses "my” instead of "her”. Option (C) is incorrect because
it uses "will” instead of "would”. Option (D) is incorrect because it uses ”tomorrow” instead

of "the next day”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct indirect speech is ”She said that she would bring her laptop the next day.”

9 Quick Tip

Remember the key changes for indirect speech when the reporting verb is in the past:
backshift the verb tense (will — would), change pronouns, and change time/place
words (tomorrow — the next day, here — there).

25. Change the following into direct speech:
”She said that she loved pizza so much”

(A) She said, "I love pizza so much”
(B) She says, "I love pizza so much”
(C) She said, "I loved pizza so much”
(D) She says, "I loved pizza so much”

Correct Answer: (A) She said, "I love pizza so much”

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The task is to convert a sentence from indirect speech back to direct speech.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The indirect sentence is: ”She said that she loved pizza so much.”

To convert to direct speech, we reverse the changes made for indirect speech:

1. Reporting Verb and Quotation Marks: ”She said that...” becomes ”She said, ”...””.
The conjunction "that” is removed.

2. Pronouns: The pronoun ”she” inside the reported clause refers to the speaker (”She”), so
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it changes back to the first person, "I”.

3. Verb Tense (Reverse Backshift): The reporting verb ”said” is in the past. The verb
in the reported clause is "loved” (simple past). This would have been shifted back from the
simple present tense in the original speech (since a general truth or preference is usually in the
present tense). So, "loved” becomes ”love”.

Applying these reverse changes:
- ”She said that” — ”She said,”
_ 2 She” _) 7 177

- "loved” — "love”

Putting it together inside quotation marks: She said, "I love pizza so much”.

Option (C) is also possible if the original statement was made in the past about a past feeling,
but option (A) represents a general preference, which is the more common and likely original
statement.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct direct speech is: She said, "I love pizza so much”.

9 Quick Tip

When converting from indirect to direct speech, you have to "unshift” the verb tense.
If the indirect speech uses the past tense (e.g., loved, went, was), the direct speech will
often use the present tense (love, go, am/is/are), especially if it’s a statement of fact or
general feeling.

[General Knowledge]

26. The primary function of the Election Commission of India is to:

(A) Formation of laws

(B) Conducting elections

(C) Pass budgets

(D) Managing Parliament sessions

Correct Answer: (B) Conducting elections

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the main responsibility of the Election Commission of India.
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Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority responsible for
administering election processes in India. Its primary and most fundamental duty is to ensure
free and fair elections. This includes:

- Preparing electoral rolls.

- Announcing election schedules.

- Recognizing political parties and allotting symbols.

- Enforcing the Model Code of Conduct.

- Overseeing the entire process of conducting elections to the Parliament, state legislatures,
and the offices of the President and Vice President.

The other functions listed belong to other branches of government: - Formation of laws is the
function of the Legislature (Parliament and State Legislatures). - Passing budgets is the func-
tion of the Legislature. - Managing Parliament sessions is the responsibility of the presiding
officers (Speaker of Lok Sabha, Chairman of Rajya Sabha) in consultation with the government.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The primary function of the Election Commission of India is to conduct free and fair elections.

9 Quick Tip

The name of the commission itself gives the answer. The ”Election Commission” is
responsible for ”elections”. This is a key body for upholding the democratic process in
India, as established by Article 324 of the Constitution.

27. The largest freshwater lake in India is:

(A) Vembanad Lake
(B) Dal Lake

(C) Wular Lake

(D) Chilika Lake

Correct Answer: (C) Wular Lake

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the largest freshwater lake in India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Wular Lake: Located in the Bandipora district of Jammu and Kashmir, it is one of the
largest freshwater lakes in Asia. It is fed by the Jhelum River and is of tectonic origin. It is
widely recognized as the largest freshwater lake in India by surface area, though its size varies
seasonally.
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- Vembanad Lake: Located in Kerala, this is the longest lake in India and the largest lake in
the state of Kerala. However, it is a brackish lagoon (backwater), not a freshwater lake.

- Dal Lake: Also in Jammu and Kashmir, it is a famous urban lake but is smaller than Wular
Lake.

- Chilika Lake: Located in Odisha, it is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the second
largest in the world. It is a brackish water lagoon, not a freshwater lake.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Based on the classification, Wular Lake is the largest freshwater lake in India.

Q Quick Tip

It’s important to distinguish between freshwater, brackish water, and saltwater lakes.
- Largest Freshwater Lake: Wular Lake (J&K)

- Largest Brackish Water Lake/Lagoon: Chilika Lake (Odisha)

- Largest Saline Water Lake: Sambhar Salt Lake (Rajasthan)

28. The term ”carbon footprint” refers to:
(A) Growth of forests

(B) Water pollution levels

(C) Total greenhouse gas emissions
(D) Fuel efficiency of vehicles

Correct Answer: (C) Total greenhouse gas emissions

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the definition of the term ”carbon footprint”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A carbon footprint is a measure of the total amount of greenhouse gases (GHGs) produced
to, directly and indirectly, support human activities, usually expressed in equivalent tons of
carbon dioxide (COg).

It includes emissions of carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and other gases that contribute
to global warming. It can be calculated for an individual, an organization, an event, or a prod-
uct. It represents the overall impact of an activity or entity on climate change.

Therefore, it refers to the total greenhouse gas emissions.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The term ”carbon footprint” refers to the total amount of greenhouse gas emissions caused by
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an individual, event, organization, or product.

9 Quick Tip

Think of a ”footprint” as the mark or impact you leave on the environment. A ”car-
bon footprint” is the impact you leave in terms of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases.

29. India’s first mission to study the Sun is:

(A) Aditya-L1

(B) Chandrayaan
(C) Surya-N1

(D) Vikram Lander

Correct Answer: (A) Aditya-L1

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify India’s first dedicated space mission to observe the Sun.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Aditya-L1: This is India’s first dedicated solar observatory mission, launched by the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO). Its purpose is to study the Sun’s corona, chromosphere,
and photosphere. The "L1” in the name refers to its destination, the Lagrange point 1 of the
Sun-Earth system, from where it can observe the Sun continuously without any occultation or
eclipse. 7 Aditya” is a Sanskrit word for the Sun.

- Chandrayaan: This is the name of India’s series of lunar (moon) exploration missions.

- Surya-N1: This is not the name of an actual ISRO mission. ”Surya” is another word for the
Sun.

- Vikram Lander: This was the lander component of the Chandrayaan-2 and Chandrayaan-3
missions to the Moon.

Step 3: Final Answer:
India’s first mission to study the Sun is Aditya-L1.
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9 Quick Tip

Associate the mission names with their celestial targets:
- Chandrayaan — Chandra (Moon)

- Aditya-L1 — Aditya (Sun)

- Mangalyaan — Mangal (Mars)

30. The ’Green Revolution’ in India was mainly associated with:

(A) Irrigation reforms

(B) Industrial development
(C) Agricultural productivity
(D) Environmental protection

Correct Answer: (C) Agricultural productivity

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks about the primary focus of the Green Revolution in India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Green Revolution refers to a period in the 1960s when India significantly increased its food
production. This was achieved through a series of initiatives aimed at boosting agricultural
productivity.

The key components of the Green Revolution were:

- The introduction of high-yielding variety (HYV) seeds, particularly for wheat and rice.

- The increased use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides.

- The expansion of irrigation facilities.

The main goal and outcome was a massive increase in crop yields, which helped India achieve
self-sufficiency in food grains. While irrigation reforms were a part of it, the overall aim was to
increase agricultural productivity.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Green Revolution was mainly associated with the dramatic increase in agricultural pro-
ductivity.

@ Quick Tip

The ”"Green” in Green Revolution refers to the green crops. The ”"Revolution” refers to
the revolutionary increase in their productivity. This helps distinguish it from indus-
trial or environmental topics.
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31. Which of the following is not a fundamental right in the Indian Constitution?
(A) Right to Equality
(B) Right to Property
(C) Right to Education
(D) Right to Freedom

Correct Answer: (B) Right to Property

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify which of the given rights is no longer a Fundamental Right under
the Indian Constitution.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Originally, the Constitution of India provided for seven Fundamental Rights. However, the
Right to Property was removed from the list of Fundamental Rights by the 44th Amend-
ment Act of 1978.

It was made a legal right under Article 300-A in Part XII of the Constitution. This means it is
still a constitutional right that can be enforced in a court of law, but it is not a Fundamental
Right, which has a higher degree of protection.

The other options are all currently Fundamental Rights:

- Right to Equality (Articles 14-18)

- Right to Freedom (Articles 19-22)

- Right to Education (Article 21A), which was added by the 86th Amendment Act of 2002.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Right to Property is not a fundamental right in the Indian Constitution.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the six categories of Fundamental Rights currently in the Indian Consti-
tution: 1. Right to Equality, 2. Right to Freedom, 3. Right against Exploitation, 4.
Right to Freedom of Religion, 5. Cultural and Educational Rights, 6. Right to Consti-
tutional Remedies. The Right to Property was the one that was removed.

32. UNESCO stands for:

(A) United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(B) Universal Science and Culture Organization
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(C) United Nations Environmental, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(D) Union of National Education, Science and Culture Organisation

Correct Answer: (A) United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the full form of the acronym UNESCO.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

UNESCO is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) aimed at promoting world peace
and security through international cooperation in its mandated fields.

The acronym stands for:

- United

- Nations

- Educational,

- Scientific and

- Cultural

- Organization

This corresponds exactly to option (A).

Step 3: Final Answer:
UNESCO stands for United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

9 Quick Tip

Break down the acronym to remember it. U and N stand for United Nations. E, S,
and C stand for its core areas: Education, Science, and Culture. O stands for Organi-
zation.

33. The Indian Parliament consists of:

(A)
(B) Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha

(C) Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha and President
(D) Rajya Sabha and Supreme Court

Lok Sabha and President

Correct Answer: (C) Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha and President

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks about the constituent parts of the Parliament of India.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

According to Article 79 of the Constitution of India, the Parliament of the Union consists of
three parts:

1. The President of India.

2. The Council of States, known as the Rajya Sabha (Upper House).

3. The House of the People, known as the Lok Sabha (Lower House).

Although the President is not a member of either house, he or she is an integral part of the
Parliament. A bill passed by both houses cannot become a law without the President’s assent.
The President also has the power to summon and prorogue the houses and dissolve the Lok

Sabha.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Indian Parliament consists of the Lok Sabha, the Rajya Sabha, and the President.

9 Quick Tip

A common misconception is that the Parliament is just the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha. Remember that the President is the third and integral component of the In-
dian Parliament.

34. The capital of Uttarakhand is:

(A) Mussoorie
(B) Nainital

(C) Dehradun
(D) Haridwar

Correct Answer: (C) Dehradun

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the capital city of the Indian state of Uttarakhand.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The state of Uttarakhand has two capitals:

- Dehradun is the winter capital and the largest city in the state. It serves as the primary
administrative and legislative center for most of the year.

- Gairsain is designated as the summer capital of Uttarakhand.
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Since Dehradun is the primary and year-round functional capital and is listed as an option, it
is the correct answer. Mussoorie, Nainital, and Haridwar are other important cities in Uttarak-
hand but are not the capital.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The capital of Uttarakhand is Dehradun.

9 Quick Tip

Many Indian states have a single capital, but some, like Uttarakhand (Dehradun and
Gairsain) and Himachal Pradesh (Shimla and Dharamshala), have separate winter and
summer capitals.

35. Which Indian River is known as ’'Dakshina Ganga’?

(A) Krishna
(B) Godavari
(C) Kaveri
(D) Mahanadi

Correct Answer: (B) Godavari

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the Indian river that is also known by the name 'Dakshina Ganga’.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The name ”Dakshina Ganga” translates to ”Ganges of the South”. This title is given to the
Godavari River.

The Godavari is the second-longest river in India after the Ganga and the longest river in
Peninsular India. It originates in the Western Ghats of Maharashtra and flows east across the
Deccan Plateau. Because of its great length and the large area it drains, it is often compared
to the Ganga and holds great religious significance, earning it the name 'Dakshina Ganga’.

It’s important not to confuse this with the Kaveri River, which is sometimes called the 'Ganga
of South India’ (note the slight difference in wording) due to its sacredness, but 'Dakshina

Ganga’ is primarily associated with the Godavari.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Godavari River is known as the 'Dakshina Ganga’.
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9 Quick Tip

- Dakshina Ganga (Ganges of the South) — Godavari (due to its large size).
- Ganga of South India — Kaveri (due to its sacredness).
Remembering this distinction can help with similar questions.

36. ’One Earth, One Family, One Future’ was the theme of which recent interna-
tional summit held in India?

(A) G7 Summit

(B) SCO Summit
(C) G20 Summit
(D) BRICS Summit

Correct Answer: (C) G20 Summit

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the international summit hosted by India that had the theme
’One Earth, One Family, One Future’.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

India held the presidency of the G20 from 1 December 2022 to 30 November 2023. The 2023
G20 Summit was held in New Delhi.

The theme for India’s G20 Presidency was ’Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, which is a Sanskrit
phrase that translates to "The World Is One Family’. This was officially articulated as ’One
Earth, One Family, One Future’.

This theme emphasizes the value of all life—human, animal, plant, and microorganisms—and
their interconnectedness on the planet Earth and in the wider universe.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The theme 'One Earth, One Family, One Future’ was for the G20 Summit held in India.

9 Quick Tip

Stay updated with major international events hosted by your country. The theme of
the G20 Summit under India’s presidency was a very prominent topic in recent current
affairs.

37. The primary role of NITI Aayog is to:
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(A) Conduct elections

(B) Formulation of policies and strategies
(C) Collecting taxes
(D)

D) Enforcement of laws

Correct Answer: (B) Formulation of policies and strategies

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the primary function of NITI Aayog.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

NITT Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India) was established on January 1, 2015,
to replace the Planning Commission.

Unlike the Planning Commission which had powers to allocate funds, NITT Aayog is primarily a
policy think tank for the Government of India. Its main role is to provide both directional and
policy inputs. It is designed to foster cooperative federalism by involving State Governments
of India in the economic policy-making process.

Its core function is the formulation of policies and strategies for the long-term develop-
ment of the country.

The other options are functions of different bodies:

- Conducting elections is the role of the Election Commission.

- Collecting taxes is the role of the revenue departments like the Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) and Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC).

- Enforcement of laws is the role of the executive branch and law enforcement agencies.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The primary role of NITI Aayog is the formulation of policies and strategies.

Q@ Quick Tip

Remember that NITI Aayog is a ”think tank,” not an executive body. Its job is to pro-
vide ideas, advice, and long-term strategic vision to the government, distinguishing it
from the older Planning Commission which had financial allocation powers.

38. The first Indian woman to go into space was:

(A) Sunita Williams
(B) Kalpana Chawla
(C) Ritu Karidhal
(D) Tessy Thomas
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Correct Answer: (B) Kalpana Chawla

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the first woman of Indian origin to travel to space.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Kalpana Chawla was an American astronaut and the first woman of Indian origin to go to
space. She first flew on Space Shuttle Columbia in 1997 as a mission specialist and primary
robotic arm operator. Tragically, she was one of the seven crew members who died in the Space
Shuttle Columbia disaster in 2003.

- Sunita Williams is another American astronaut of Indian descent who has flown to space,
but her first mission was in 2006, after Kalpana Chawla.

- Ritu Karidhal is a senior scientist at the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and
played a key role in missions like Mangalyaan and Chandrayaan.

- Tessy Thomas is a renowned scientist known as the "Missile Woman of India’ for her work
on Agni series of missiles.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The first Indian woman to go into space was Kalpana Chawla.

@ Quick Tip

Remember the pioneers of Indian space exploration:
- First Indian in space: Rakesh Sharma.
- First Indian woman in space: Kalpana Chawla.

39. Which country recently exited the European Union (Brexit)?

A) Germany
) France
C) Italy
D) United Kingdom

Correct Answer: (D) United Kingdom

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Question:

The question asks to identify the country that left the European Union in the event known as
Brexit.
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Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

"Brexit” is a portmanteau of ”British exit”. It refers to the withdrawal of the United King-
dom (UK) from the European Union (EU).

Following a referendum in June 2016 in which 51.9% of the participating UK electorate voted
to leave the EU, the UK government formally invoked Article 50 of the Treaty on European
Union. The UK officially left the EU on 31 January 2020.

Germany, France, and Italy are founding members of the EU and remain key members.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The country that exited the European Union (Brexit) is the United Kingdom.

9 Quick Tip

The name ”Brexit” itself is a clue: British + exit. This directly points to the United
Kingdom as the country involved.

40. ’Mission Shakti’ was related to:

(A) Women’s empowerment

(B) Anti-satellite missile test
(C) Cybersecurity program

(D) Skill development for youth

Correct Answer: (B) Anti-satellite missile test

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the event or program associated with 'Mission Shakti’.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Mission Shakti was the codename for an anti-satellite (ASAT) missile test conducted by
India on 27 March 2019.

In this mission, the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully
destroyed a live satellite in Low Earth Orbit using a ballistic missile interceptor. This demon-
strated India’s capability to intercept and destroy satellites in space, making it the fourth
country to possess such a capability after the United States, Russia, and China.

While there is also a ”Mission Shakti” program in some states related to women’s empower-
ment, the nationally and internationally recognized event by this name was the ASAT test.

Step 3: Final Answer:
"Mission Shakti’ was related to an anti-satellite missile test.
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9 Quick Tip

It is common for the government to use the same or similar names for different
schemes. In the context of national security and major technological achievements,
"Mission Shakti’ refers specifically to the 2019 anti-satellite test.

[Teaching Aptitude]
41. The purpose of formative assessment is:

A) To assign final grades

B) To evaluate teaching staff

C) To improve learning while it is happening
D) To promote students

P

Correct Answer: (C) To improve learning while it is happening

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the primary purpose of formative assessment.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Assessment in education can be broadly categorized into two types:

- Formative Assessment: This is an ongoing, diagnostic type of assessment conducted dur-
ing the learning process. Its main goal is to monitor student learning to provide continuous
feedback. This feedback is then used by instructors to improve their teaching and by students
to improve their learning. It is 'assessment for learning’. Examples include quizzes, class dis-
cussions, and homework assignments that are used to guide the next steps in instruction. The
key idea is to improve learning while it is happening.

- Summative Assessment: This is used to evaluate student learning at the end of an in-
structional unit by comparing it against a standard or benchmark. Its purpose is to assign
a grade or certify mastery. Examples include final exams, mid-term exams, and standardized
tests. (Options A and D relate to this).

Step 3: Final Answer:

The primary purpose of formative assessment is to provide feedback and adjust ongoing teach-
ing and learning to improve the student’s achievement.
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9 Quick Tip

Think of the difference this way:

- Formative = a check-up. The goal is to diagnose and improve health.

- Summative = an autopsy. The goal is to determine the cause of death (or the final
result).

Formative assessment is about ”forming” or shaping the learning as it occurs.

42. Which learning theory is associated with operant conditioning?

(A) Piaget’s theory

(B) Skinner’s theory
(C) Maslow’s theory
(D) Gardner’s theory

Correct Answer: (B) Skinner’s theory

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the psychologist whose theory is centered on the concept of op-
erant conditioning.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Skinner’s theory: B.F. Skinner was a leading behaviorist who developed the theory of op-
erant conditioning. This theory states that behavior is determined by its consequences, be
they reinforcements or punishments, which make it more or less likely that the behavior will
occur again. The classic example is a rat in a 'Skinner box’ learning to press a lever to receive
a food reward.

- Piaget’s theory: Jean Piaget’s theory is a theory of cognitive development, focusing on how
children construct knowledge through stages (sensorimotor, preoperational, etc.).

- Maslow’s theory: Abraham Maslow developed the hierarchy of needs, a humanistic theory
of motivation.

- Gardner’s theory: Howard Gardner proposed the theory of multiple intelligences, suggest-
ing that people have different kinds of intellectual strengths.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Operant conditioning is the central concept in B.F. Skinner’s theory of behaviorism.

36



9 Quick Tip

Associate key concepts with theorists:

- Skinner — Operant Conditioning, Reinforcement, Behaviorism.
- Pavlov — Classical Conditioning.

- Piaget — Cognitive Development Stages.

- Maslow — Hierarchy of Needs.

43. A democratic classroom environment encourages:

(A) Authoritarian discipline

(B) Passive learners

(C) Student participation and dialogue
(D) Teacher-centred teaching

Correct Answer: (C) Student participation and dialogue

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks what a democratic classroom environment promotes.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A democratic classroom is one where students have a say in their learning, rules are estab-
lished collaboratively, and open communication is valued. It is the opposite of an authoritarian
or teacher-centered environment.

- In such an environment, students are seen as active participants in the learning process.
Therefore, it encourages student participation and dialogue.

- Authoritarian discipline and teacher-centered teaching are features of a traditional, non-
democratic classroom.

- A democratic classroom aims to foster active, not passive, learners.

Step 3: Final Answer:
A democratic classroom environment encourages student participation and dialogue, where stu-
dents’ voices are heard and they take an active role in their education.

9 Quick Tip

The word ”democratic” implies shared power and open communication. In a classroom
context, this means moving away from a model where the teacher holds all the author-
ity (teacher-centered) towards a model where students are active participants (student-
centered).
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44. Which one is an example of intrinsic motivation?

(A) Prize for winning
(B) Fear of punishment
(C) Desire to learn

(D) Parental pressure

Correct Answer: (C) Desire to learn

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify an example of intrinsic motivation.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Motivation can be categorized into two types:

- Extrinsic Motivation: This is when an individual is motivated to perform a behavior or
engage in an activity to earn a reward or avoid punishment. The motivation comes from an
external source. Options (A) Prize for winning, (B) Fear of punishment, and (D) Parental
pressure are all examples of external factors driving behavior.

- Intrinsic Motivation: This is when an individual engages in a behavior because it is per-
sonally rewarding; essentially, performing an activity for its own sake rather than for some
external reward. The motivation comes from within the individual. A desire to learn for the
sake of gaining knowledge or for the enjoyment of the learning process itself is a classic example
of intrinsic motivation.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The desire to learn is an example of intrinsic motivation, as it comes from an internal interest
and sense of satisfaction.

¢ Quick Tip

To distinguish between intrinsic and extrinsic motivation, ask ”Why is the person
doing this?” If the answer is for an external reward or to avoid a negative outcome
(money, grades, punishment, praise), it’s extrinsic. If the answer is for personal satis-
faction, enjoyment, or curiosity, it’s intrinsic.

45. A teacher using Bloom’s Taxonomy should aim at which higher-order skill?
(A) Remembering facts

(B) Applying definitions
(C) Creating new knowledge
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(D) Understanding rules

Correct Answer: (C) Creating new knowledge

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify a higher-order thinking skill from the given options, based on
Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Bloom’s Taxonomy (revised version) classifies cognitive skills into a hierarchy of six levels, from
lower-order to higher-order:

Lower-Order Thinking Skills (LOTS):

1. Remembering: Recalling facts and basic concepts. (Option A)

2. Understanding: Explaining ideas or concepts. (Option D)

3. Applying: Using information in new situations. (Option B)

Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS):

4. Analyzing: Drawing connections among ideas.

5. Evaluating: Justifying a stand or decision.

6. Creating: Producing new or original work. (Option C)

Among the given options, ”Remembering,” ” Understanding,” and ” Applying” are considered
lower-order skills. ”Creating new knowledge” is at the very top of the hierarchy and is the
ultimate higher-order thinking skill.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Creating new knowledge is the highest-level skill in Bloom’s Taxonomy and is a key goal when
aiming for higher-order thinking.

Q Quick Tip

Remember the acronym RUAAEC for the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy: Remembering,
Understanding, Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating, Creating. The last three (Analyzing,
Evaluating, Creating) are the higher-order thinking skills.

46. In pedagogy, 'feedback’ helps:

(A)

(B) Modify teaching strategies
(C) Give homework

(D) Mark attendance

Punish students
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Correct Answer: (B) Modify teaching strategies

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the primary pedagogical purpose of feedback.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

In pedagogy (the theory and practice of teaching), feedback is a crucial part of the formative
assessment cycle. It is information provided by the teacher to the student (and vice versa)
about their performance.

The main purposes of feedback are:

1. For the student: To understand their strengths and weaknesses and to identify the next
steps for improvement.

2. For the teacher: To gain insight into what students are understanding and where they are
struggling. This information is essential for the teacher to modify teaching strategies to
better meet the students’ needs. If many students misunderstand a concept, the teacher knows
they need to re-teach it in a different way.

Punishing students, giving homework, and marking attendance are administrative or disci-
plinary tasks, not the core purpose of pedagogical feedback.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Feedback helps teachers understand the effectiveness of their instruction and modify their teach-
ing strategies accordingly to improve student learning.

9 Quick Tip

Think of feedback as a two-way street. It guides the student’s learning and also guides
the teacher’s teaching. Effective pedagogy relies on this continuous loop of instruction,
assessment, and feedback.

47. Which among these promotes inclusive education?

(A) Segregated classrooms

(B) Fixed curriculum

(C) Adaptive teaching methods

(D) Competitive grouping

Correct Answer: (C) Adaptive teaching methods

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks which of the options supports the principle of inclusive education.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Inclusive education is an approach to educating students with diverse abilities and back-
grounds in the same general education classroom. The core idea is to adapt the learning
environment to the student, rather than making the student fit into a rigid system.

- Adaptive teaching methods: This involves tailoring instruction, curriculum, and the
learning environment to meet the unique needs of each student. This is the very essence of
inclusion. By being flexible and providing different ways for students to learn and demonstrate
their knowledge, a teacher can support all learners in a diverse classroom.

The other options are contrary to inclusive principles:

- Segregated classrooms (A): This is the opposite of inclusion; it separates students based
on ability or background.

- Fixed curriculum (B): A rigid, one-size-fits-all curriculum does not accommodate diverse
learning needs.

- Competitive grouping (D): While sometimes used, excessive competition can be detri-
mental in an inclusive setting, which often emphasizes collaboration and mutual support.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Adaptive teaching methods are a cornerstone of promoting inclusive education because they
focus on modifying instruction to suit the individual needs of all students.

Q Quick Tip

The keyword for inclusive education is "adaptation” or ”differentiation.” Inclusion is
not about treating everyone the same; it’s about providing everyone with the support
they need to succeed in the same environment.

48. Which is a barrier to effective classroom communication?

(A) Use of visual aids
(B) Clear articulation
(C) Language mismatch
(D) Active listening

Correct Answer: (C) Language mismatch

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify a factor that hinders or acts as a barrier to effective communica-
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tion in a classroom.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Effective communication occurs when a message is sent, received, and understood correctly.
Let’s analyze the options:

- Use of visual aids and Clear articulation are facilitators of effective communication; they
help to make the message clearer and more understandable.

- Active listening on the part of the students (and the teacher) is essential for receiving and
understanding the message correctly. It is a key component of effective communication, not a
barrier.

- Language mismatch: This occurs when the teacher and students do not share a common
language or level of vocabulary. If the teacher uses language (e.g., technical jargon, a different
dialect, or a language students don’t understand) that the students cannot comprehend, the
message will not be understood. This is a significant semantic barrier to communication.

Step 3: Final Answer:
A language mismatch between the teacher and students is a major barrier to effective classroom
communication.

9 Quick Tip

Barriers to communication can be physical (noise), psychological (attitudes), or seman-
tic (language/meaning). Language mismatch is a classic example of a semantic barrier.

49. A good teacher evaluates students by:

(A) Comparing them with others
(B) Judging their behaviour
(C) Identifying strengths and weaknesses
(D) Ignoring slow learners

Correct Answer: (C) Identifying strengths and weaknesses

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the most appropriate and effective method for a good teacher to
evaluate students.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Modern pedagogical principles emphasize that evaluation should be a constructive process
aimed at improving learning.

- Identifying strengths and weaknesses (C): This is the core purpose of formative and
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diagnostic assessment. By evaluating a student, a good teacher aims to understand what the
student has mastered (strengths) and where they are struggling (weaknesses). This information
allows the teacher to provide targeted feedback and support to help the student grow. This is
a student-centered and constructive approach.

- Comparing them with others (A): This is norm-referenced evaluation. While it has its
place in competitive settings, it is often demotivating for many students in a classroom setting
and does not give a clear picture of an individual’s mastery of the material. It is generally
discouraged as the primary method of evaluation.

- Judging their behaviour (B): Academic evaluation should be separate from behavioral
assessment. Conflating the two is unprofessional and ineffective for gauging academic progress.
- Ignoring slow learners (D): This is the opposite of what a good teacher should do. Eval-
uation should help identify and support all learners, especially those who are struggling.

Step 3: Final Answer:
A good teacher evaluates students primarily to identify their individual strengths and weak-
nesses in order to guide their learning process effectively.

Q Quick Tip

Effective evaluation should be a tool for learning, not just a tool for ranking. The
goal is to answer the question, ”Has the student learned what they were supposed to
learn?” not "Is the student better than their classmates?”

50. Effective teaching is primarily about:

(A) Completing the syllabus

(B) Giving maximum homework

(C) Enhancing understanding and engagement
(D) Following textbooks strictly

Correct Answer: (C) Enhancing understanding and engagement

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the primary goal or essence of effective teaching.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Effective teaching goes beyond the mechanical aspects of delivering content. Its main purpose
is to facilitate meaningful learning.

- Enhancing understanding and engagement (C): This is the core of effective teaching.
A good teacher strives to make the material understandable, relevant, and interesting, which
promotes student engagement. When students are engaged and understand the concepts, gen-
uine learning takes place.
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- Completing the syllabus (A) and Following textbooks strictly (D) are administrative
tasks. While important, focusing solely on them can lead to rote learning without real compre-
hension. Effective teaching might involve going beyond the textbook or adapting the syllabus
pace to ensure understanding.

- Giving maximum homework (B) is not a measure of effective teaching. The quality
and purpose of homework are more important than the quantity. Excessive homework can be
counterproductive.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The primary goal of effective teaching is to enhance the students’ understanding of the subject
matter and to keep them actively engaged in the learning process.

9 Quick Tip

Think of the difference between ”teaching” and ”covering the material.” Anyone can
cover the material, but an effective teacher ensures that students actually learn and
understand it, which requires fostering engagement.

[English]

51. Which of the following is the combination of two or more words that together
act as a completely new verb with a meaning separate from those of the original
words.

(A) Conjunction
(B) Phrasal verb
(C) Preposition

(D) Noun

Correct Answer: (B) Phrasal verb

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the grammatical term for a combination of words (usually a verb + ad-
verb or preposition) that functions as a new verb with an idiomatic meaning.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

This is the definition of a Phrasal verb. A phrasal verb consists of a main verb together
with an adverb or a preposition, or both. The meaning of this combination is often completely
different from the meanings of the individual words.

For example:
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- "Look up” can mean to search for information. (I will look up the word.)
- 7Give up” means to quit. (Don’t give up.)
- "Break down” can mean to stop functioning. (My car broke down.)

The other options are different parts of speech: - A Conjunction joins words or clauses (e.g.,
and, but). - A Preposition shows the relationship between a noun/pronoun and another word
(e.g., in, on, at). - A Noun is a person, place, thing, or idea.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The described combination of words is a phrasal verb.

9 Quick Tip

Phrasal verbs are a key part of idiomatic English. When you see a verb followed by
a small word like 'up’, ’"down’, ’in’, or ’out’, check if the meaning is different from the
literal verb. If it is, it’s likely a phrasal verb.

52. Which sentence is in the passive voice?

(A) The thief was caught by police
(B) The police caught the thief
(C) The thief caught the police
(D) The police were caught

Correct Answer: (A) The thief was caught by police

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the sentence written in the passive voice.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The passive voice is a grammatical construction where the subject of the sentence receives the
action of the verb, rather than performing it. The structure is typically: Subject 4+ form of
”to be” + Past Participle (+ by + Agent).

Let’s analyze the options:

- (A) The thief was caught by police: The subject is ”"The thief’. The thief is receiving
the action of being caught. The verb is "was caught” (form of "to be” + past participle). The
agent doing the action is "police”. This is a classic passive voice structure.

- (B) The police caught the thief: The subject " The police” is performing the action. This
is the active voice.

- (C) The thief caught the police: The subject " The thief” is performing the action. This
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is the active voice (and unlikely in reality).

- (D) The police were caught: This is also in the passive voice, but option A is the passive
form of the most logical active sentence (B). Given the context of a single event, A is the most
complete and direct answer.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The sentence ”The thief was caught by police” is in the passive voice.

@ Quick Tip

To spot the passive voice, look for two things: 1. Is the subject of the sentence the one
receiving the action? 2. Is the verb constructed with a form of "to be” (am, is, are,
was, were, be, being, been) followed by a past participle (e.g., caught, seen, broken)? If
both are true, it’s passive.

53. Which of the following is correct?

(A) He like mangoes

(B) He not likes mangoes

(C) He does not like mangoes
(D) He don’t like mangoes

Correct Answer: (C) He does not like mangoes

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the grammatically correct sentence. The sentences test subject-
verb agreement and the formation of negatives in the simple present tense.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Subject-Verb Agreement: For the third-person singular subject ("He”, ”She”, ”1t”), the
verb in the simple present tense takes an ”-s” ending. So, "He likes” is correct. This makes
option (A) ”He like mangoes” incorrect.

- Forming Negatives: To make a negative sentence in the simple present tense, we use the
auxiliary verb ”do” or "does” + "not” + the base form of the main verb. - For I/you/we/they,
we use "do not” (don’t). - For he/she/it, we use "does not” (doesn’t).

Let’s analyze the negative options:

- (B) ”He not likes mangoes” is incorrect. The auxiliary ”does” is missing.

- (D) "He don’t like mangoes” is incorrect. ”"Don’t” is the contraction for ”do not”, which is
used with subjects other than the third-person singular.

- (C) "He does not like mangoes” is correct. It uses the correct auxiliary ”does” for the subject
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"He” and the base form of the main verb ”like”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The grammatically correct sentence is ”He does not like mangoes.”

@ Quick Tip

Remember the rule for simple present tense, third-person singular (he/she/it): - Pos-
itive: Verb + s (He likes) - Negative: does + not + base verb (He does not like) -
Question: Does + subject + base verb? (Does he like?)

54. She is a beautiful girl. Identify the part of the speech of the underlined word.

Correct Answer: (A) Adjective

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the part of speech of the word ”beautiful” in the given sentence.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

In the sentence ”She is a beautiful girl,” the word ”beautiful” is used to describe or modify the
noun " girl”.

An adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun or pronoun. It answers questions like
"what kind?”, "how many?”, or ”which one?”.

Here, "beautiful” tells us what kind of girl she is. Therefore, ”beautiful” is an adjective.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The word "beautiful” is an adjective.

@ Quick Tip

To identify an adjective, see if it’s describing a person, place, thing, or idea (a noun).
If you can ask "What kind of [noun]?” and the word is the answer, it’s an adjective.
"What kind of girl?” -; ” A beautiful girl.”
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55. Which of the following is expressed in a comparative degree?

(A) He the most intelligent student among all

(B) He is a good student of all

(C) He is not so good among all

(D) He is better than many other students in the class

Correct Answer: (D) He is better than many other students in the class

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the sentence that uses the comparative degree of an adjective.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Adjectives have three degrees of comparison:

1. Positive Degree: Describes a quality without comparison (e.g., good, intelligent).

2. Comparative Degree: Compares two things or groups. Often formed with ”-er” or "more”
and followed by ”"than” (e.g., better, more intelligent).

3. Superlative Degree: Compares one thing to all others in a group of three or more. Often
formed with ”-est” or "most” (e.g., best, most intelligent).

Let’s analyze the options:

- (A) "most intelligent” is the superlative degree.

- (B) "good” is the positive degree.

- (C) ”so good” is a construction using the positive degree.

- (D) "better than” is the comparative degree of the adjective "good”. It compares "He” to
"many other students”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The sentence "He is better than many other students in the class” is expressed in the compar-
ative degree.

@ Quick Tip

Look for the keywords of comparison: - Comparative: ‘-er’ form or ‘more‘, usually
followed by ‘than‘. - Superlative: ‘-est‘ form or ‘most‘, usually preceded by ‘the’.

56. Hari and Rama friends. Fill in the blank with the correct verb.

(A) Is
(B) Are
(C) Is not
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(D) Is good

Correct Answer: (B) Are

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question tests subject-verb agreement with a compound subject.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The subject of the sentence is "Hari and Rama”. This is a compound subject, meaning it
consists of two or more nouns joined by a conjunction (”and”).

When two singular subjects are joined by "and”, they form a plural subject.

A plural subject requires a plural verb.

- 7Is” is a singular verb.

- 7Are” is a plural verb.

Therefore, the correct verb to agree with the plural subject "Hari and Rama” is "are”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is ”Hari and Rama are friends.”

9 Quick Tip

When two or more singular nouns are joined by 'and’, they make a plural subject and
take a plural verb. For example, ”A dog and a cat are playing.”

57. Universal truths are expressed in which of the following tense?

(A) Past perfect tense
(B) Present perfect tense
(C) Simple present tense
(D) Simple past

Correct Answer: (C) Simple present tense

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Question:

The question asks which verb tense is used to state universal truths, scientific facts, or general
statements of fact.
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Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The simple present tense is used for several purposes, including;:

- Describing habitual actions (e.g., "I walk to school every day.”)

- Stating general or universal truths (e.g., ”The sun rises in the east.”)
- Expressing scientific facts (e.g., ”Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius.”)

These are statements that are considered to be always true, regardless of the time of speaking.
The simple present tense is the standard grammatical form for such timeless statements. The
other tenses (past perfect, present perfect, simple past) are used to locate actions specifically
in the past.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Universal truths are expressed in the simple present tense.

Q Quick Tip

If a statement is a scientific fact, a proverb, or something that is always true (e.g.,
”Honesty is the best policy”), use the simple present tense.

58. Which of the following is correct?

(A) I saw a movie last night

(B) I have seen a movie last night
(C) I will see a movie last night
(D) I see a movie last night

Correct Answer: (A) I saw a movie last night

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the grammatically correct sentence, focusing on the correct verb
tense for a past event.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The sentence includes the time expression ”last night”. This is a specific, completed time in
the past.

When an action happened at a definite, finished time in the past, the simple past tense must
be used.

The simple past tense of the verb ”see” is "saw”.

Let’s analyze the options:
- (A) I saw a movie last night: Uses the simple past tense, which is correct for the specific

50



past time ”last night”.

- (B) T have seen a movie last night: Uses the present perfect tense ("have seen”). The
present perfect is used for actions in the past with a connection to the present, or for an un-
specified time in the past. It cannot be used with a specific past time marker like ”last night”
or "yesterday”.

- (C) I will see a movie last night: Uses the future tense ("will see”) for a past event, which
is illogical.

- (D) I see a movie last night: Uses the simple present tense ("see”) for a past event, which
is incorrect.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is ”I saw a movie last night.”

9 Quick Tip

If a sentence contains a specific past time adverb (like ‘yesterday*, ‘last week’, ‘in 1999‘,
‘ago’), you must use the simple past tense, not the present perfect.

59. Identify the abstract noun in the following.

Correct Answer: (A) Love

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the abstract noun from the given list of words.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Nouns can be classified as concrete or abstract.

- Concrete Nouns: These refer to people, places, or things that can be perceived with the
five senses (sight, hearing, touch, taste, smell). You can physically interact with them.

- Abstract Nouns: These refer to ideas, qualities, feelings, concepts, or states of being. You
cannot perceive them with the five senses.

Let’s analyze the options:

- (B) Gold, (C) Hand, and (D) Book are all concrete nouns. You can see and touch them.

- (A) Love is an emotion, an idea, or a feeling. It cannot be seen, touched, or physically
measured. Therefore, it is an abstract noun.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
”Love” is the abstract noun in the list.

9 Quick Tip

A simple test for an abstract noun: if you can’t put it in a box, it’s probably abstract.
You can put gold, a hand, or a book in a box, but you can’t put love in a box.

60. Which of the following sentences demonstrates correct subject-verb agreement?

(A) The flock of birds is flying south for the winter
(B) The group of students studying for their exams
(C) Each of the boys having their own opinion

(D) The team are going to the match tomorrow

Correct Answer: (A) The flock of birds is flying south for the winter

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the sentence with correct subject-verb agreement.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- (A) The flock of birds is flying south for the winter: The subject of the sentence is
"flock”, which is a singular collective noun. The phrase "of birds” is a prepositional phrase
modifying "flock”. Since the subject "flock” is singular, it requires the singular verb ”is”. This
sentence is correct.

- (B) The group of students studying for their exams: This is a fragment, not a complete
sentence. It has a subject ("group”) but no main verb.

- (C) Each of the boys having their own opinion: This is also a fragment. "having” is a
participle, not a finite verb. The sentence should be "Each of the boys has his own opinion.”
("Each” is a singular pronoun and takes a singular verb "has”).

- (D) The team are going to the match tomorrow: ”"Team” is a collective noun. In Amer-
ican English, it is almost always treated as singular (”The team is...”). In British English, it
can be plural if the focus is on the individual members, but singular is more common when the
team is acting as a single unit. Given that (A) is unambiguously correct, (D) is incorrect in
standard usage.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The sentence ”The flock of birds is flying south for the winter” demonstrates correct subject-
verb agreement.
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9 Quick Tip

When you have a subject like ”A of B” (e.g., flock of birds), the verb usually agrees
with A, not B. The subject is "flock” (singular), so the verb is "is”.

61. Choose the sentence with the correct article usage:

(A) Cat is sleeping on my roof.
(B) A cat is sleeping on my roof.
(C) An cat is sleeping on my roof
(D) The cat is sleeping on my roof

Correct Answer: (B) A cat is sleeping on my roof.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to choose the sentence where the article is used correctly. The choice is
between no article, ”a”, "an”, and "the”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

"Cat” is a singular, countable noun. A singular countable noun almost always requires an
article or another determiner (like 'my’, 'this’) before it.

- (A) Cat is sleeping...: This is incorrect because it lacks an article.

- (C) An cat...: This is incorrect. ”An” is used before a vowel sound, but ”cat” begins with a
consonant sound.

- (B) A cat is sleeping...: This is correct. "A” is the correct indefinite article for a singular,
countable noun starting with a consonant sound. It implies that we are talking about some
non-specific cat. This is a perfectly valid and common way to introduce a subject.

- (D) The cat is sleeping...: This is also grammatically correct, but it implies that there is
a specific cat that the speaker and listener are both aware of (e.g., their pet cat).

Both (B) and (D) are grammatically possible, but the question asks for ”the sentence with the
correct article usage” in a general context. Without any prior context, introducing an unknown
cat with 7 A cat” is the most neutral and correct choice. The question is likely testing the basic
use of indefinite articles.

Step 3: Final Answer:

Assuming we are talking about a non-specific cat, ”A cat is sleeping on my roof” is the most
appropriate and correct sentence.
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9 Quick Tip

Singular countable nouns (like ‘cat, ‘book’, ‘idea‘) must have a determiner before
them. You can’t just say ”Cat is black.” You must say ”A cat...”, "The cat...”, "My
cat...”, etc.

62. Identify the interjection in the sentence: ”Wow, that was an amazing perfor-
mance!”

Correct Answer: (C) Wow

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the interjection in the given sentence.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

An interjection is a word or phrase that expresses a strong, sudden feeling or emotion. It is
often set apart from the rest of the sentence by an exclamation point or a comma.

In the sentence "Wow, that was an amazing performance!”, the word ”Wow” is used to ex-
press a sudden feeling of surprise, wonder, or admiration. It is grammatically independent of
the main clause ("that was an amazing performance”).

Therefore, ”Wow” is the interjection.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The interjection in the sentence is ” Wow” .

@ Quick Tip

Interjections are like short, emotional outbursts. Common examples include ‘Wowj,
‘Ouchj, ‘Heyj, ‘Ohj, and ‘Well,". They are easy to spot as they are usually at the begin-
ning of a sentence and followed by a comma or an exclamation mark.

63. Choose the correct superlative form: ”This is the book I've ever
read.”
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Correct Answer: (C) Best

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct superlative form of the adjective "good” to complete the
sentence.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The phrase "I've ever read” indicates that the book is being compared to all other books the
speaker has read, which is a group of three or more. This requires the superlative degree.

The adjective "good” is irregular. Its degrees of comparison are:

- Positive: good

- Comparative: better

- Superlative: best

”Goodest” is not a word in standard English. ”Better” is the comparative form, used for com-
paring two things. ”Best” is the superlative form, used for comparing one thing to all others
in its group.

Therefore, the correct word to complete the sentence is ”best”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is ”'This is the best book I've ever read.”

@ Quick Tip

b

Phrases like ”of all” or "I've ever...” are strong clues that you need to use the superla-

tive form of an adjective or adverb.

64. Which of the following is an antonym for ”Good”?
(A)
(B) Generous
(C) Pious

(D) Crooked

Correct Answer: (A) Evil
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Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for an antonym (opposite) of the word ”good”, especially in a moral context.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

”Good” has many meanings, but its primary moral antonym refers to something morally wrong
or wicked.

- Evil (A): means profoundly immoral and wicked. This is the direct and classic antonym for
"good” in a moral sense.

- Generous (B): means willing to give more than is usual or expected. It is a type of good
quality, not an opposite.

- Pious (C): means devoutly religious. This is often associated with being good, not opposite
to it.

- Crooked (D): can mean bent or dishonest. While ”dishonest” is a negative quality, ”evil”
is a more direct and encompassing opposite to the broad concept of ”good”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The most direct and widely recognized antonym for ”good” is "evil”.

@ Quick Tip

When finding antonyms for common words like ”good”, consider the context. The
most common antonym is "bad”. In a moral context, the stronger antonym is ”evil”.

65. Which of the following is ’definite article’?

Correct Answer: (C) The

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
This is a definition-based question asking to identify the definite article in English.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

English has two types of articles:

- Indefinite Articles: ”a” and "an”. They are used to refer to a non-specific or general noun.
- Definite Article: "The”. It is used to refer to a specific, particular, or previously mentioned
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noun.
Since the question asks for the 'definite article’, the answer is ”The”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
”The” is the definite article.

¢ Quick Tip

Remember: ”a” and "an” are indefinite (not definite/specific), while "the” is definite
(specific).

66. What is the correct comparative form of ” quickly”?

(A) Quickiest
(B) Quicker
(C) Quick
(D) Quicklier

Correct Answer: (B) Quicker

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the comparative form of the adverb ”quickly”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The word " quickly” is an adverb. Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.

- For one-syllable adverbs that don’t end in -ly (like ’fast’, ’hard’), the comparative is formed
by adding "-er’ (faster, harder).

- For adverbs with two or more syllables, and for all adverbs ending in -ly, the comparative
is formed by adding the word "more” before the adverb. For example, "more slowly”, "more
beautifully”.

However, ”quickly” is a common exception. While "more quickly” is always correct and often
preferred in formal writing, the form ”quicker” is also widely used and accepted as a compara-
tive adverb, especially in informal speech. For example, "He runs quicker than me.”

Let’s look at the options:

- (A) Quickiest: Incorrect superlative form.

- (B) Quicker: An accepted comparative form of the adverb.
- (C) Quick: This is the adjective form.

- (D) Quicklier: Not a standard English word.
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Given the options, ”Quicker” is the intended answer representing the comparative form.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct comparative form offered is ” Quicker”.

9 Quick Tip

While the general rule for adverbs ending in ’-ly’ is to use 'more’ (more quickly), some
short adverbs like "quickly’” and ’slowly’ can also take the -er’ ending (quicker, slower)
in common usage. 'More quickly’ is the more formal and universally accepted choice.

67. Choose the correct phrasal verb: "He decided to the project.”

(A) Carry in

(B) Carry on
(C) Carry out
(D) Carry off

Correct Answer: (C) Carry out

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct phrasal verb to mean ”to perform or complete a task”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Let’s look at the meanings of the phrasal verbs:

- Carry in: To bring something inside.

- Carry on: To continue doing something.

- Carry out: To perform, conduct, or complete a task, plan, or order. For example, "to carry
out an experiment” or "to carry out a project”. This fits the context of the sentence perfectly.
- Carry off: To succeed in doing something difficult; or to remove something or someone.

The most appropriate phrasal verb to use with ”the project” is ”carry out”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is "He decided to carry out the project.”

9 Quick Tip

Associate these phrasal verbs with their common meanings: - Carry on: Continue -
Carry out: Perform/Complete a task - Carry off: Succeed/Win
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68. Which sentence has correct noun-verb agreement?

(A) The news are shocking
(B) The news be shocking
(C) The news were shocking
(D) The news is shocking

Correct Answer: (D) The news is shocking

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the sentence with the correct agreement between the subject
"news” and the verb.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The noun "news” is an uncountable noun. Even though it ends in ”-s”, it is treated as
grammatically singular.

Therefore, it must take a singular verb.

- 7is” is the singular present tense verb.

- 7are” is the plural present tense verb.

- "were” is the plural past tense verb.

Let’s check the options:

- (A) The news are shocking: Incorrect (plural verb).

- (B) The news be shocking: Incorrect (subjunctive or infinitive form used incorrectly).
- (C) The news were shocking: Incorrect (plural verb).

- (D) The news is shocking: Correct (singular subject "news” with singular verb ”is”).

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is ”The news is shocking.”

9 Quick Tip

Some nouns that end in -s” are actually singular. Common examples include: ‘news‘,
‘mathematics, ‘physics‘, ‘economics‘, and ‘measles’. They all take a singular verb.

69. Which sentence is in the present continuous tense?
(A) She is singing at the concert

(B) She sang at the concert
(C) She will sing at the concert
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(D) She sings beautifully

Correct Answer: (A) She is singing at the concert

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the sentence written in the present continuous tense.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The present continuous tense (also known as the present progressive) is used to describe an
action that is happening right now or an action that is in progress over a period of time.

Its structure is: Subject 4+ am/is/are 4+ Verb-ing.

Let’s analyze the options:

- (A) She is singing at the concert: This follows the structure Subject ("She”) + "is” +
Verb-ing (”singing”). This is the present continuous tense.

- (B) She sang at the concert: "sang” is the simple past tense.

- (C) She will sing at the concert: ”will sing” is the simple future tense.

- (D) She sings beautifully: "sings” is the simple present tense.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The sentence ”She is singing at the concert” is in the present continuous tense.

Q Quick Tip

To spot the present continuous tense, look for the combination of a present form of the

(S ¢

verb "to be” (‘am’, ‘is‘, ‘are’) and a main verb ending in ‘-ing‘.

70. Select the correct preposition:

(A) She is good at maths.
(B) She is good with maths.
(C) She is good in maths
(D) She is good on maths.

Correct Answer: (A) She is good at maths.

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct preposition to use with the adjective ”good” to indicate skill
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or ability in a particular subject or activity.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The standard English idiom is "good at” something. This phrase is used to express proficiency
or skill in a specific area.

- "He is good at playing the piano.”

- ”She is good at sports.”

- "They are good at maths.”

”Good with” is used for people or things you handle well (e.g., "good with children”, ”good
with his hands”). ”Good in” is sometimes used but is generally considered less standard than
"good at”. "Good on” is incorrect in this context.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct prepositional phrase is ”good at”, making the correct sentence ”She is good at
maths.”

9 Quick Tip

Remember the idiom: You are ‘good at‘ an activity or subject. You are ‘good with'
people or tools.

71. Choose the correct reported speech sentence:

(A) She said that she read a book
(B) She said that she reads a book
(C) She said, "I am reading a book.”
(D) She said, "I reads a book.”

Correct Answer: (C) She said, "I am reading a book.”

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:

The question is ambiguously phrased. It seems to be asking to identify a grammatically correct
sentence involving reported speech, or perhaps to find the correct direct/indirect pair. Let’s
analyze the options grammatically.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- (A) ”She said that she read a book”. Grammatically correct. "read” (pronounced /red/) is
the past tense. This is a valid indirect speech sentence.

- (B) ”She said that she reads a book”. Grammatically incorrect. The tense "reads” (present)
does not agree with the past reporting verb ”said” (no backshift).
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- (C) ”She said, 'T am reading a book.”. This is a grammatically correct sentence in direct
speech.

- (D) ”She said, 'I reads a book.”. Grammatically incorrect. The subject "I” takes the verb
"read”, not "reads”.

Both (A) and (C) are grammatically correct sentences. However, questions like this often
present a direct speech sentence and ask for its indirect form, or vice-versa. Let’s assume
there’s a missing prompt. If the original sentence was (C), ”She said, 'T am reading a book.”,
its indirect form would be ”She said that she was reading a book.” If the original was ”She
said, 'I read a book.”, the indirect form would be ”She said that she had read a book.” or ”She
said that she read a book.”

Given the checkmark on (C), the question is likely just asking to identify a correctly formatted
sentence related to reported speech, and (C) is a perfectly constructed sentence in direct speech.

Step 3: Final Answer:
”She said, 'T am reading a book.” is a grammatically correct sentence representing direct speech.

9 Quick Tip

Pay close attention to what the question asks. If it simply asks to ”Choose the cor-
rect... sentence,” you are only looking for grammatical correctness. If it asks you to
”Change” or ”Convert,” you must perform a transformation. In this case, option C is
the most unambiguously correct grammatical construction shown.

72. Identify the sentence with the correct tense usage:

(A) T will visit Paris next summer
(B) I visit Paris last summer

(C) I shall visit Paris last summer
(D)

I have visited Paris last summer

Correct Answer: (A) I will visit Paris next summer

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the sentence where the verb tense correctly matches the time
expression used.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- (A) I will visit Paris next summer: The time expression is "next summer,’
to the future. The verb ”will visit” is in the simple future tense. This is a correct match.

- (B) I visit Paris last summer: The time expression is ”last summer,” a specific time in the

” which refers
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past. The verb ”visit” is in the simple present tense. This is an incorrect mismatch. It should
be "1 visited...”.

- (C) I shall visit Paris last summer: The time expression is "last summer” (past), but the
verb ”shall visit” is in the future tense. This is an incorrect mismatch.

- (D) I have visited Paris last summer: The time expression is "last summer” (a specific,
finished past time). The verb "have visited” is in the present perfect tense. The present perfect
cannot be used with specific past time markers. This is an incorrect mismatch. It should be "I
visited...”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The only sentence with correct tense usage is ”I will visit Paris next summer,” as the future
tense verb matches the future time expression.

9 Quick Tip

Always ensure your verb tense agrees with the time adverbs in the sentence. - Past ad-
verbs (yesterday, last year) — Past Tense. - Present adverbs (now, today) — Present
Tense. - Future adverbs (tomorrow, next week) — Future Tense.

73. Identify the sentence with the correct use of a gerund:

(A) I like swimming in the pool
(B) T likes swimming in the pool
(C) I like to swim in the pool
(D) I like swim in the pool

Correct Answer: (A) I like swimming in the pool

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the sentence that correctly uses a gerund.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A gerund is a verb form that ends in ”-ing” and functions as a noun in a sentence.

An infinitive is the base form of a verb, usually preceded by "to” (e.g., "to swim”).

The verb ”like” can be followed by either a gerund or an infinitive, with little difference in
meaning.

Let’s analyze the options:

- (A) I like swimming in the pool: "swimming” is a gerund (verb + ing) functioning as the
direct object of the verb "like”. The subject-verb agreement ("I like”) is correct. This sentence
correctly uses a gerund.
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- (B) I likes swimming in the pool: The subject-verb agreement is incorrect. The subject
"17 takes the verb ”like”, not ”likes”.

- (C) I like to swim in the pool: This sentence is grammatically correct, but it uses an
infinitive ("to swim”), not a gerund.

- (D) I like swim in the pool: This is grammatically incorrect. The verb ”like” must be
followed by a gerund or an infinitive, not the base form of another verb.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The sentence "I like swimming in the pool” correctly uses the gerund ”swimming” as the object
of the verb "like”.

9 Quick Tip

A gerund is an ‘-ing’ word that acts like a noun. An infinitive is ‘to + verb‘. Both can
be objects of verbs like ‘like‘, ‘love‘, ‘hate’, ‘start’. - Gerund example: I enjoy reading.
- Infinitive example: I want to read.

74. What is the adverb in this sentence? ”She quickly finished her homework.”

(A) She

(B) Homework
(C) Finished
(D) Quickly

Correct Answer: (D) Quickly

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the adverb in the given sentence.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

An adverb is a word that modifies (describes) a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. It often
answers the question "how?”, "when?”, "where?”, or "to what extent?”. Many adverbs end in
T-ly”.

In the sentence ”She quickly finished her homework,” let’s analyze the words:

- ”She” is a pronoun (the subject).

- "finished” is a verb (the action).

- "her” is a possessive determiner.

- "homework” is a noun (the object).

- "quickly” describes how she finished her homework. It modifies the verb ”finished”.

Therefore, ”quickly” is the adverb.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
The adverb in the sentence is " quickly”.

9 Quick Tip

A simple way to spot many adverbs is to look for words ending in ‘-ly‘. These words
usually answer the question "How was the action done?” (e.g., She ran quickly. He
spoke softly.)

75. Which sentence is in the active voice?

(A) A delicious meal has been cooking by the chef.
(B) A delicious meal was cooked by the chef.

(C) The chef has cooked a delicious meal

(D) The meal cooked by the chef.

Correct Answer: (C) The chef has cooked a delicious meal

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the sentence that is written in the active voice.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- In an active voice sentence, the subject performs the action of the verb. The structure is:
Subject (Agent) + Verb + Object.

- In a passive voice sentence, the subject receives the action. The structure is: Subject
(Recipient) + form of ”to be” 4 Past Participle (+ by + Agent).

Let’s analyze the options:

- (B) 7 A delicious meal was cooked by the chef.” The subject "meal” receives the action. The
structure ‘was cooked by‘ is passive.

- (C) "The chef has cooked a delicious meal.” The subject "The chef” performs the action of
cooking. This is the active voice.

- (A) 7 A delicious meal has been cooking by the chef.” This sentence is grammatically incorrect.
The present perfect continuous does not typically take a passive form like this. The passive of
"The chef has cooked a meal” would be ” A meal has been cooked by the chef.”

- (D) ”The meal cooked by the chef.” This is a sentence fragment, not a complete sentence. It
lacks a main verb.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The sentence ” The chef has cooked a delicious meal” is in the active voice.
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9 Quick Tip

To check for the active voice, ask ”Who or what is doing the action?” If that "doer” is
the subject of the sentence, the sentence is active. In ”"The chef has cooked,” the chef
is the subject and the one doing the cooking.

76. What is the correct comparative form of ”big”?

Correct Answer: (D) Bigger

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the comparative form of the adjective ”big”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The degrees of comparison for "big” are:
- Positive: big

- Comparative: bigger

- Superlative: biggest

The adjective "big” is a one-syllable word ending in a single consonant preceded by a single
vowel. To form the comparative and superlative, we double the final consonant and add ”-er”
or "-est”.

So, big — bigg + er — bigger.

”Biger” (C) is a common spelling mistake. ”Biggest” (B) is the superlative form.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct comparative form of ”big” is ”bigger”.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the CVC (Consonant-Vowel-Consonant) spelling rule for short adjectives: If
a one-syllable adjective ends in CVC, double the final consonant before adding ‘-er* or
‘~est’. Examples: big — bigger, hot — hotter, thin — thinner.
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77. Which of the following is a mono-syllabic word?
)
)
) Graphic
)

Correct Answer: (B) School

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the word that has only one syllable.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A syllable is a unit of pronunciation having one vowel sound, with or without surrounding
consonants, forming the whole or a part of a word. We can often count syllables by counting
the distinct vowel sounds.

- (A) Photo: Pho-to. Two syllables. (/fo.to/)

- (B) School: One syllable. (/skul/)

- (C) Graphic: Graph-ic. Two syllables. (/reef.k/)

- (D) Photographic: Pho-to-graph-ic. Four syllables. (/fo.treef.k/)

The only word with a single vowel sound is ”school”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
”School” is a mono-syllabic word.

Q Quick Tip

A simple way to count syllables is to clap for each vowel sound you hear when you say
the word slowly. For ”school”, you only clap once.

78. How many speech sounds are there in English language?

(A) 22
(B) 26
(C) 44
(D) 21

Correct Answer: (C) 44

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the total number of distinct speech sounds (phonemes) in standard En-
glish.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The English alphabet has 26 letters, but these letters are used to represent a larger number of
distinct sounds, called phonemes.

Standard British English (Received Pronunciation) is generally considered to have 44 phonemes.
These are typically broken down as follows:

- 20 Vowel Sounds: This includes 12 pure vowels (monophthongs) and 8 diphthongs.

- 24 Consonant Sounds.

So, the total number of speech sounds is 20 + 24 = 44.
The number 26 refers to the number of letters in the alphabet.

Step 3: Final Answer:
There are 44 speech sounds (phonemes) in the English language.

9 Quick Tip

Don’t confuse letters with sounds. The 26 letters of the alphabet are just symbols used
to represent the 44 phonemes of the language. This mismatch is why English spelling
can be so inconsistent and difficult.

79. What is the synonym for, ”gather”?

(A) Assemble
(B) Disperse
(C) Scatter
(D)

D) Radiate

Correct Answer: (A) Assemble

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for a synonym (a word with the same or similar meaning) for the word
"gather”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The verb gather means to come or bring together; to collect or accumulate.

Let’s analyze the options:

- Assemble: To bring or come together in a single place or group. This is a direct synonym
for gather. (e.g., " The crowd assembled/gathered in the square.”)
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- Disperse: To distribute or spread over a wide area. This is an antonym of gather.

- Scatter: To throw in various random directions. This is also an antonym of gather.

- Radiate: To emit energy or to spread out from a central point. This is not a synonym for
gather.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The synonym for ”gather” is ”assemble”.

@ Quick Tip

When looking for synonyms, think of the core meaning. ”Gather” and ”assemble” both
share the core meaning of ”bringing together”. ”Disperse” and ”scatter” share the op-
posite core meaning of "spreading apart”.

80. How long learning English?

Correct Answer: (A) Have you been

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to complete a question about the duration of an activity that started in the
past and is still continuing.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The phrase "How long...?” is used to ask about the duration of an activity. When the activity
started in the past and is still in progress at the present moment, the correct tense to use is
the present perfect continuous (or present perfect progressive).

The structure for a question in this tense is:

(Question Word) + have/has + subject + been 4+ Verb-ing?

Applying this structure:

"How long have you been learning English?”

This correctly asks about the duration of the learning process that started in the past and
continues up to now.

- 7 Are you learning...?” asks what is happening now, not for how long.

- 7Did you learn...?” asks about a completed action in the past.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct completion is ”Have you been”.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the tense for duration: - To ask about the duration of an ongoing action up
to the present, use the Present Perfect Continuous ("How long have you been...?"). -
To ask about the duration of a completed past action, use the Simple Past ("How long
did you...7").

81. My mother food for us every day.

Correct Answer: (B) Cooks

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct verb form to describe a habitual or routine action.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The time expression "every day” indicates that the action is a routine, habit, or a general truth.
The correct tense for such actions is the simple present tense.

The subject of the sentence is ” My mother,” which is a third-person singular subject.

In the simple present tense, a third-person singular subject requires the verb to take an ”-s”
ending.

Therefore, the correct verb form is ”cooks”.

- 7Cooked” and ”Had cooked” are past tenses.

- "Has cook” is grammatically incorrect.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct sentence is "My mother cooks food for us every day.”

9 Quick Tip

Keywords like ‘every day‘, ‘always‘, ‘often‘, ‘usually‘, and ‘sometimes‘ are strong indica-
tors that you should use the simple present tense to describe a habitual action.
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82. You have seen it. you?

Correct Answer: (A) Haven’t

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to form a correct tag question for the given statement.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A tag question is a short question added to the end of a statement. The rules for forming a
tag question are:

1. Use the same auxiliary verb from the main statement. If there is no auxiliary, use a form of
"do”.

2. If the main statement is positive, the tag question is negative, and vice versa.

3. Use the same subject pronoun as in the main statement.

The main statement is ” You have seen it.”

- Statement is positive, so the tag must be negative.
- Auxiliary verb is "have”. So the tag will use "have”.
- Subject is "you”.

Combining these: the negative form of the auxiliary is ”have not”, which contracts to "haven’t”.
The tag is "haven’t you?”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct tag question is ”Haven’t you?”.

9 Quick Tip

The rule for tag questions is: Positive statement, negative tag. Negative statement,
positive tag. The auxiliary verb is the key to forming the tag correctly. - ‘“You are
happy, aren’t you; - ‘He can swim, can’t he; - ‘They went home, didn’t they; (No aux-
iliary, so use ‘do’)

83. ”"Please close the window”. What type of sentence is this?
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(A) Interrogative
(B) Imperative
(C) Exclamatory
(D) Declarative

Correct Answer: (B) Imperative

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to classify the given sentence based on its function.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

There are four main types of sentences:

- Declarative: Makes a statement (e.g., " The window is closed.”).

- Interrogative: Asks a question (e.g., ”Is the window closed?”).

- Exclamatory: Expresses strong emotion (e.g., ”The window is stuck!”).

- Imperative: Gives a command, makes a request, or gives instructions. The subject is usually
an implied ”you”.

The sentence ”Please close the window” is making a polite request. It is telling someone (the
implied "you”) to perform an action. Therefore, it is an imperative sentence.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The sentence is an imperative sentence.

9 Quick Tip

Imperative sentences give commands or requests. They often start with a verb (e.g.,
”Close the window.”) or a word like "Please” (e.g., " Please close the window.”). The
subject is almost always an unstated ”you”.

84. The study of Speech sounds in a language is called

(A) Morphology

(B) Etymology

(C) Phonology

(D) Chronology

Correct Answer: (C) Phonology

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the linguistic term for the study of speech sounds.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Let’s define the fields of linguistics:

- Phonology (C): The branch of linguistics that deals with the systematic organization of
sounds in languages. It studies how speech sounds (phonemes) are organized and patterned to
create meaning.

- Phonetics: The study of the physical properties of speech sounds (their production and
perception). Phonology is about the abstract system, while phonetics is about the physical
reality. Phonology is the best fit for the ”"study of speech sounds in a language”.

- Morphology (A): The study of the structure of words and how they are formed (e.g., pre-
fixes, suffixes, roots).

- Etymology (B): The study of the origin and history of words.

- Chronology (D): The arrangement of events in order of time. Not a linguistic term.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The study of speech sounds in a language is called Phonology.

9 Quick Tip

Break down the branches of linguistics: - Phonology/Phonetics: Sounds - Mor-
phology: Words - Syntax: Sentences - Semantics: Meaning

85. Which letter is silent in the word 'SOLEMN’?

A
B
C
D

e s e e
~— — —
SN

Correct Answer: (B) N

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the silent letter in the word "SOLEMN”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A silent letter is a letter that appears in the written form of a word but is not pronounced.
The word ”solemn” is pronounced /’slm/.

- The ’s’, '0’, ’I’, and "¢’ (as //) sounds are pronounced.

- The 'm’ at the end is pronounced.
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- The final 'n’ is not pronounced.

This follows a common English spelling pattern where 'n’ is silent when it follows 'm’” at the
end of a word. Other examples include: autumn, hymn, column.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The letter "N’ is silent in the word 'SOLEMN’.

@ Quick Tip

Remember the 'mn’ rule: The letter 'n’ is usually silent when it comes after the letter
'm’ at the end of a word (e.g., hymn, condemn, column, autumn).

86. Study of pronunciation of words is called

(A) Phonology
(B) Linguistics
(C) Morphology
(D) Phonetics

Correct Answer: (D) Phonetics

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the term that describes the study of the pronunciation of words.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Phonetics (D): This is the branch of linguistics that studies the sounds of human speech. It
is concerned with the physical properties of speech sounds (phones): their physiological produc-
tion (articulatory phonetics), acoustic properties (acoustic phonetics), and auditory perception
(auditory phonetics). It is the direct study of pronunciation.

- Phonology (A): Studies the abstract, systematic organization of sounds in a particular lan-
guage. It’s about the patterns of sounds (phonemes), not just the physical act of pronunciation.
- Linguistics (B): The broad scientific study of language as a whole.

- Morphology (C): The study of word structure.

While phonology and phonetics are closely related, phonetics is specifically about the physical
act and properties of producing speech sounds, i.e., pronunciation.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The study of the pronunciation of words is called Phonetics.
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9 Quick Tip

Think of the difference this way: - Phonetics: The physics and anatomy of speech
sounds (how you physically say them). - Phonology: The grammar and patterns of
speech sounds in a language (how the sounds are organized to make meaning).

87. Choose the word which is nearest to the given word; ACQUITTED

(A) Sentenced
(B) Punished
(C) Feed
(D)

D) Convicted

Correct Answer: [There is an error in the question or marked answer. The options are
antonyms, not synonyms. The nearest in meaning from a different context might be ’Freed’.
Assuming ’'Freed’ was the intended option for the checkmark, I will proceed with that logic.]

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:

The question asks for the word nearest in meaning (synonym) to "ACQUITTED”. However,
the provided options (Sentenced, Punished, Convicted) are all antonyms. The option 'Feed’
is unrelated. There appears to be an error in the question’s premise. The marked answer is
"Feed’, which is illogical. Let’s assume the question meant to ask for an antonym, or there is a
major error in the options.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
Acquitted means to be formally declared not guilty of a criminal charge. It means to be set
free from an accusation. A synonym would be ”cleared,” ”exonerated,” or ”freed.”

Let’s analyze the given options:

- Sentenced, Punished, and Convicted are all antonyms or related to the opposite outcome
of a trial. To be convicted is to be found guilty, which is the direct opposite of being acquitted.
- Feed has no relation to the legal term acquitted.

It is highly likely the question is flawed. If it meant to ask for an antonym, ” Convicted” would
be the best choice. Since it asks for the nearest meaning and the provided answer key marks
"Feed”, the question is nonsensical as presented. Let’s assume the intended answer was a syn-
onym that is not listed, like "Freed”, and the checkmark on ”Feed” is a data error.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The word ”acquitted” means to be found not guilty. None of the provided options are syn-
onyms. ”Sentenced,” ”Punished,” and ”Convicted” are antonyms. The question is flawed.
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9 Quick Tip

In legal terms, remember the two opposite outcomes: - Acquittal: Found not guilty.

- Conviction: Found guilty. Always be prepared for flawed questions in exams. Ana-
lyze the intended logic if possible. Here, the options are clearly antonyms, contradict-
ing the question’s request for the "nearest” meaning.

88. The smallest individual unit of meaning in a language is called a

(A) Morpheme
(B) Phoneme

(C) Synonym
(D)

D) Sentence

Correct Answer: (A) Morpheme

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the linguistic term for the smallest unit of meaning.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Let’s define the linguistic units:

- Morpheme (A): The smallest unit of a language that carries meaning. It cannot be divided
into smaller meaningful parts. For example, the word "unbelievable” has three morphemes:
un-’ (meaning not), 'believe’ (the root word), and ’-able’ (meaning can be done).

- Phoneme (B): The smallest unit of sound that can distinguish one word from another (e.g.,
the /p/ and /b/ sounds in 'pat’ vs. ’bat’). Phonemes carry sound, not meaning,.

- Synonym (C): A word that has the same or nearly the same meaning as another word.

- Sentence (D): A complete grammatical unit of one or more words that expresses a complete
thought.

The correct answer is the morpheme.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The smallest individual unit of meaning in a language is called a morpheme.

@ Quick Tip

Remember the hierarchy: - Phonemes are the smallest units of sound. - Morphemes
are the smallest units of meaning. - Words are made of one or more morphemes. -
Sentences are made of words.
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89. Which of the following is a unit of spoken language that contains a single vowel
sound, and may or may not be surrounded by consonants?

(A) Diphthong
(B) Monophthong
(C) Phoneme

(D) Syllable

Correct Answer: (D) Syllable

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the term that describes a unit of pronunciation containing a single vowel
sound.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

This is the definition of a syllable. A syllable is a unit of organization for a sequence of speech
sounds. It is typically made up of a syllable nucleus (most often a vowel) with optional initial
and final margins (typically, consonants). The core of every syllable is a vowel sound.

Let’s analyze the other terms:

- Monophthong (B): This is a pure vowel sound, one whose articulation is relatively fixed.
It is the sound itself, not the unit of language containing the sound.

- Diphthong (A): This is a vowel sound in which the articulation changes from one position
to another (a gliding vowel, like the ’oi’ in ’boy’). Again, it is a type of sound, not the unit.

- Phoneme (C): This is the smallest unit of sound that distinguishes meaning. It can be a
vowel or a consonant.

The term that fits the description of a unit of spoken language built around a single vowel
sound is "syllable”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
A syllable is a unit of spoken language that contains a single vowel sound.

9 Quick Tip

Think of syllables as the "beats” of a word. When you clap out a word like ”beau-
ti-ful,” each clap corresponds to a syllable, and each syllable has a vowel sound at its
core.

90. The number of syllables in a word is determined by the number of
sounds.
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(A) Consonant
(B) Vowel

(C) Morpheme
(D) Phoneme

Correct Answer: (B) Vowel

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks what determines the number of syllables in a word.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

As established in the previous question, the core or nucleus of every syllable is a vowel sound.
Therefore, the number of syllables in a word is determined by the number of distinct vowel
sounds it contains.

For example:

- 7cat” has one vowel sound (/#e/), so it has one syllable.

- "water” has two vowel sounds (// and //), so it has two syllables (wa-ter).

- "beautiful” has three vowel sounds (/bju/, /t/, /fl/), so it has three syllables (beau-ti-ful).

Consonants form the beginning or end of syllables but do not define the syllable count. Mor-
phemes and phonemes are different linguistic units.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The number of syllables in a word is determined by the number of vowel sounds.

@ Quick Tip

To count syllables, count the vowel sounds. Be careful with silent ’e’ at the end of
words and with diphthongs (two vowel letters making one sound, like 'oi’ or 'au’),
which count as a single vowel sound for syllable purposes.

91. They personal computers when my father was a student.

)

) didn’t have
) not having
) haven’t

Correct Answer: (B) didn’t have

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct negative verb form to describe a state in the past.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The time frame is established by the clause "when my father was a student,” which is a specific
time in the past. Therefore, we need to use the simple past tense.

The main verb is "to have” (in the sense of possession).

To form the negative of the simple past tense for most verbs, we use the auxiliary verb ”did”
+ "not” + the base form of the main verb.

- The base form is "have”.

- The correct negative construction is ”did not have”, which contracts to ”didn’t have”.

Let’s check the options:

- (B) didn’t have: Correct simple past negative.

- (A) hadn’t: This is the past perfect negative. ”They hadn’t personal computers” is gram-
matically incorrect. You would need to say ”They hadn’t got...” (in British English) or ” They
had not had...”, neither of which fits here.

- (C) not having: This is a participle phrase, not a main verb for a sentence.

- (D) haven’t: This is the present perfect negative, which is the wrong tense.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct completion is ”didn’t have”.

@ Quick Tip

For the simple past tense of the verb 'to have’ (possession), the negative is almost al-
ways formed with ‘did not have' or ‘didn’t have‘. For example, "I had a car” becomes
"I didn’t have a car.”

92. Scientists finally find a cure for the disease after years of research.

Correct Answer: (A) managed to

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Question:

The question asks for the correct verb phrase to indicate success in achieving something difficult
in the past.
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Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The phrase "after years of research” and the verb ”finally” indicate a completed action in the
past that was the result of a long and difficult effort.

- managed to: This phrase is used specifically to express that someone succeeded in doing
something difficult or challenging. ”They finally managed to find a cure” correctly conveys the
idea of success after a struggle. This is in the simple past tense.

- can, may, and will are all modal verbs that express ability, possibility, or future intent in
the present or future, not a completed past action. The past forms would be ”could”, "might”,
and "would”, but "managed to” is the best fit for expressing the successful outcome of an effort.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The most appropriate phrase to complete the sentence is "managed to”.

9 Quick Tip

Use ‘managed to‘ when you want to emphasize that an action was not only done, but
was difficult to achieve and required effort to succeed. It’s stronger than just saying
"they found a cure.”

93. Doctors have us to cut down on salt in our diets if we want to
reduce the risk of getting heart disease.

(A)

(B) suggested
(C) advised
(D)

insisted

D) forced

Correct Answer: (C) advised

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the most appropriate verb to describe the kind of recommendation a
doctor gives to a patient.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Let’s analyze the nuances of the verbs:

- insisted: To demand something forcefully, not accepting refusal. This is too strong.

- suggested: To put forward for consideration. This is a bit too weak for a professional medical
recommendation.

- advised: To offer suggestions about the best course of action to someone; to give advice.
This is the precise term for what a doctor does when giving professional guidance to a patient.
The structure ”advised [someone] to do [something]” is also a perfect fit.
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- forced: To make someone do something against their will. This is incorrect.

The verb "advised” best captures the professional, recommendatory nature of the communica-
tion from a doctor to a patient.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct verb is ”advised”.

@ Quick Tip

In questions about word choice (diction), consider the context and the relationship be-
tween the people involved. A doctor gives ‘advice’, a friend makes a ‘suggestion‘, and a
person in authority might ‘insist’ or give an order.

94. The manager interviewed candidates in turn.

Correct Answer: (A) each of the

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct determiner phrase to complete the sentence.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

We are referring to a specific, defined group of ”candidates”. When we refer to members of a
specific group, we use the structure ”each of the + noun”.

- each of the (A): ”The manager interviewed each of the candidates in turn.” This is grammat-
ically correct. ”the candidates” refers to a specific group, and ”each of” refers to the individual
members within that group.

- each (B): "The manager interviewed each candidates...
lowed by a singular noun (e.g., "each candidate”).

- every (C): ”The manager interviewed every candidates...
followed by a singular noun (e.g., "every candidate”).

7

is incorrect. "each” must be fol-

b}

is incorrect. "every” must also be

The phrase ”in turn” strongly implies that the candidates were dealt with individually from a
known group, reinforcing the choice of ”each of the”.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct phrase is "each of the”.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the usage patterns: - ‘each’ + singular noun (each candidate) - ‘every‘ +
singular noun (every candidate) - ‘each of* 4 ‘the‘/‘my*/etc. + plural noun (each of
the candidates)

95. When 1 arrived the lecture , so I didn’t find it easy to follow.

(A) started

(B) had started

(C) had been starting
(D) has started

Correct Answer: (B) had started

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the correct verb tense to describe a past action that was completed before
another past action.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The sentence describes two events in the past:
1. "I arrived.” (Simple Past)

2. "The lecture started.”

The context "so I didn’t find it easy to follow” implies that the lecture started before I arrived.
When we are talking about two events in the past, and we want to show that one event hap-
pened before the other, we use the past perfect tense for the earlier event.

The past perfect tense is formed with had + past participle.

- The earlier action (the lecture starting) should be in the past perfect: "had started”.
- The later action (my arrival) is in the simple past: "arrived”.

The correct sentence is: ”When I arrived the lecture had started, so I didn’t find it easy to
follow.”

Step 3: Final Answer:
The correct verb form is "had started”.
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9 Quick Tip

Use the past perfect tense (‘had + verb‘) to talk about the ”past of the past.” If you
have two past actions, the one that happened first gets the past perfect.

96. Which one of the following is not included in LSRW skills?

(A) Reading

(B) Writing

(C) Soft skills

(D) [Speaking, Listening]

Correct Answer: (C) Soft skills

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the option that is not part of the ”LSRW” acronym for language
skills.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

LSRW is a widely used acronym in language teaching and learning that stands for the four
fundamental macro-skills of a language:

- Listening

- Speaking

- Reading (A)

- Writing (B)

These are considered the core competencies required for complete communication in any lan-
guage. They are often divided into receptive skills (Listening, Reading) and productive skills
(Speaking, Writing).

Soft skills (C) is a broad term for personal attributes that enable someone to interact effec-
tively and harmoniously with other people. It includes skills like communication, teamwork,
leadership, and problem-solving. While language skills are a component of communication,
”soft skills” is a much broader category and is not part of the core LSRW acronym.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Soft skills are not included in the LSRW skills.
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9 Quick Tip

Remember LSRW as the four pillars of language learning: Listening, Speaking, Read-
ing, and Writing. Everything in language acquisition is built upon these four skills.

97. ”The Night of the Scorpion” is a written by Nissim Ezekiel.

(A) Drama
(B) Poem

(C) Essay
(D)

D) Prose piece

Correct Answer: (B) Poem

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the literary form of Nissim Ezekiel’s famous work, " The Night of
the Scorpion”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

"The Night of the Scorpion” is one of the most celebrated and widely anthologized works by
the Indian Jewish poet Nissim Ezekiel.

It is a narrative poem written in free verse. The poem vividly describes a dramatic incident
from the speaker’s childhood: his mother being stung by a scorpion and the various reactions of
the family and villagers. It explores themes of superstition, rationalism, and selfless motherly
love.

It is not a drama (a play), an essay, or a general prose piece.

Step 3: Final Answer:
”The Night of the Scorpion” is a poem.

@ Quick Tip

Nissim Ezekiel is a foundational figure in post-colonial Indian English poetry. Associ-
ating him with the poetic form is key. "The Night of the Scorpion” is his most famous
narrative poem.

98. Which of the following dramas is written by J.M.Synge?

(A) Volpone
(B) Tempest
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(C) Murder in the Cathedral
(D) Riders to the Sea

Correct Answer: (D) Riders to the Sea

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify a play written by the Irish playwright John Millington Synge
(J.M. Synge).

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Riders to the Sea (D): This is a famous one-act tragedy by J.M. Synge, first performed in
1904. Set on the Aran Islands off the west coast of Ireland, it deals with the fatalistic struggle
of a peasant family against the merciless power of the sea. It is a cornerstone of the Irish
Literary Revival.

- Volpone (A): A satirical comedy written by the English playwright Ben Jonson, first pro-
duced in 1606.

- The Tempest (B): A play by William Shakespeare, believed to have been written in
1610-1611.

- Murder in the Cathedral (C): A verse drama by T.S. Eliot, first performed in 1935, that
portrays the assassination of Archbishop Thomas Becket.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Riders to the Sea is a drama written by J.M. Synge.

9 Quick Tip

Associate major playwrights with their iconic works: - J.M. Synge — The Playboy of
the Western World, Riders to the Sea (Irish Revival)

- Ben Jonson — Volpone, The Alchemist (Jacobean Comedy)

- T.S. Eliot — Murder in the Cathedral (Modernist Verse Drama)

- William Shakespeare — The Tempest, Hamlet, etc. (Elizabethan/Jacobean Drama)

99. Brutus is a character in?
(A) Julius Caesar

(B) As You Like It

(

(

)
)
C) Merchant of Venice
D) Hamlet

Correct Answer: (A) Julius Caesar
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Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the Shakespearean play in which the character Brutus appears.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Marcus Brutus is one of the central characters and the tragic hero of William Shakespeare’s
tragedy, Julius Caesar.

He is a Roman senator who is persuaded to join the conspiracy to assassinate Caesar. His in-
ternal conflict between his love for Caesar as a friend and his love for Rome and its republican
ideals is the core of the play’s drama. He is famous for the line, ”Not that I loved Caesar less,
but that I loved Rome more.”

The other plays listed feature different protagonists.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Brutus is a character in Julius Caesar.

9 Quick Tip

Associate key tragic heroes with their Shakespearean plays: - Hamlet — Hamlet
- Macbeth — Macbeth

- Othello — Othello

- Brutus — Julius Caesar

- Romeo — Romeo and Juliet

100. Which of the following is a modern drama?

(A) Comedy of Humours
(B) Absurd drama

(C) Comedy of Manners
(D) Sentimental drama

Correct Answer: (B) Absurd drama

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify a dramatic genre that belongs to the modern period.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Absurd drama (or Theatre of the Absurd) is a genre of drama that emerged in the late
1940s and 1950s, primarily in France. It is a quintessentially modern (and post-modern) form
of theatre. Playwrights like Samuel Beckett ( Waiting for Godot) and Eugene Ionesco explored
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themes of existentialism, the meaninglessness of human existence, and the failure of communi-
cation.

- Comedy of Humours (A) was a genre of dramatic comedy popular in the English Renais-
sance (late 16th and early 17th centuries), most associated with Ben Jonson.

- Comedy of Manners (C) is a form of comedy that satirizes the manners and affectations
of a social class, often sophisticated society. It was popular during the Restoration period (late
17th century).

- Sentimental drama (D) was a genre popular in the 18th century that aimed to evoke tender
emotions and celebrate human goodness.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Absurd drama is a genre of modern drama.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the timeline of dramatic genres:

- Renaissance (16th-17th C): Comedy of Humours

- Restoration (Late 17th C): Comedy of Manners

- 18th Century: Sentimental Drama

- Mid-20th Century (Modernism/Postmodernism): Theatre of the Absurd

101. Which of the following poets wrote ”One Day I Wrote Her Name”?

(A) Geoffrey Chaucer
(B) Edmund Spenser
(C) William Shakespeare
(D) John Donne

Correct Answer: (B) Edmund Spenser

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the author of the sonnet that begins ”One day I wrote her name
upon the strand”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

”One day I wrote her name upon the strand” is the first line of Sonnet 75 from the sonnet
sequence Amoretti, written by the English Renaissance poet Edmund Spenser.

The poem was published in 1595. It describes the speaker’s attempt to immortalize his beloved’s
name by writing it in the sand, and the subsequent dialogue about the futility of trying to make
mortal things immortal. The speaker concludes that he will immortalize her through his verse.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
Edmund Spenser wrote ”"One Day I Wrote Her Name” (Sonnet 75 of Amoretti).

9 Quick Tip

Associate the major Renaissance poets with their famous sonnet sequences:
- Philip Sidney — Astrophil and Stella

- Edmund Spenser — Amoretti

- William Shakespeare — Sonnets (e.g., ”Shall I compare thee...”)

102. What literary term refers to a poetic device that uses an elaborate and intri-
cate comparison between two unlike things?

(A) Metaphor

(B) Simile

(C) Metaphysical Conceit
(D)

Personification

Correct Answer: (C) Metaphysical Conceit

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the specific literary term for a complex, elaborate, and often far-fetched
comparison between two very dissimilar things.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- A Metaphor is a direct comparison (e.g., ”Her eyes are stars.”).

- A Simile is a comparison using "like” or "as” (e.g., "Her eyes are like stars.”).
- Personification gives human qualities to inanimate objects.

- A Metaphysical Conceit is a specific type of metaphor that is known for being highly elab-
orate, intellectual, and often surprising or shocking in its comparison of two very unlike things.
It is the hallmark of the Metaphysical poets of the 17th century, such as John Donne. A famous
example is from Donne’s ” A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning,” where he compares the souls
of two lovers to the two legs of a drawing compass. The comparison is intricate, intellectual,
and extended throughout several stanzas.

Step 3: Final Answer:

The literary term for an elaborate and intricate comparison between two unlike things is a
Metaphysical Conceit.
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9 Quick Tip

Think of a conceit as a metaphor that has been stretched to its logical limit and be-
yond. If a comparison seems strange, intellectual, and is explained in great detail, it’s
likely a conceit, especially if it’s from a 17th-century poet like John Donne.

103. Which of the following plays is written by Christopher Marlowe?
A) Dr. Faustus

) The Tempest

) The Winter’s Tale
)

D

(
(B
(C
(D) The Duchess of Malfi

Correct Answer: (A) Dr. Faustus

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify a play written by Christopher Marlowe.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- The Tragical History of the Life and Death of Doctor Faustus, commonly referred
to as Dr. Faustus, is the most famous play by Christopher Marlowe, an English play-
wright who was a contemporary of Shakespeare. The play is a tragedy about a scholar who
sells his soul to the devil in exchange for knowledge and power.

- The Tempest (B) and The Winter’s Tale (C) are plays written by William Shakespeare.

- The Duchess of Malfi (D) is a Jacobean revenge tragedy written by John Webster.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Dr. Faustus is a play written by Christopher Marlowe.

9 Quick Tip

Remember Marlowe’s major works, which often feature powerful, overreaching protago-
nists: - Dr.

(a scholar who wants infinite knowledge)

- Tamburlaine the Great (a conqueror who wants infinite power)

- The Jew of Malta (a character who wants infinite wealth)

104. Who wrote the literary criticism ” An Apologie for Poetry”?
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(A) Sir Philip Sidney
(B) William Shakespeare
(C) John Donne

(D) Edmund Spenser

Correct Answer: (A) Sir Philip Sidney

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the author of the critical treatise ” An Apologie for Poetry”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

An Apologie for Poetry (also known as The Defence of Poesie) is a work of literary criticism
written by Sir Philip Sidney in the Elizabethan era, likely in the early 1580s and published
posthumously in 1595.

It is considered one of the most important works of literary theory in English. In it, Sidney
defends poetry against charges that it is a waste of time, a source of lies, and an immoral influ-
ence. He argues that poetry has a unique power to teach and delight, moving readers towards
virtuous action.

Step 3: Final Answer:
”An Apologie for Poetry” was written by Sir Philip Sidney.

Q Quick Tip

Sir Philip Sidney was a true ”Renaissance man” — a poet, courtier, soldier, and scholar.
An Apologie for Poetry is his key critical work, and Astrophil and Stella is his famous
sonnet sequence.

105. Which of the following literary terms refers to a type of poem that expresses
sorrow or mourning for someone who has died in the rural setting?

(A)

(B) Pastoral Elegy
(C) Sonnet

(D)

Correct Answer: (B) Pastoral Elegy

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the specific term for a poem of mourning set in a rural or pastoral land-
scape.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
- An Elegy is a poem of serious reflection, typically a lament for the dead.
- A Pastoral work is one that deals with the lives of shepherds or an idealized rural life.

- A Pastoral Elegy combines these two concepts. It is a poem that expresses sorrow for a
death, using the conventions of pastoral literature. The poet and the deceased are often rep-
resented as shepherds, and the poem is set in an idealized natural, rural landscape. Famous
examples include John Milton’s ”Lycidas” and Percy Bysshe Shelley’s ” Adonais”.

- An Ode is a lyric poem of praise. A Sonnet is a 14-line poem. A Ballad is a narrative poem,
often set to music.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The term for a poem of mourning set in a rural setting is a Pastoral Elegy.

9 Quick Tip

Break down the term: - Pastoral = Rural, shepherds, nature.
- Elegy = Poem for the dead.
- Pastoral Elegy = A poem for the dead, using the imagery of shepherds and nature.

106. What is the poetic form that uses unrhymed lines of iambic pentameter?

(A) Heroic couplet
(B) Blank verse

(C) Verse libre

(D) Rhymed couplet

Correct Answer: (B) Blank verse

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the name of the poetic form defined by its use of unrhymed iambic pen-
tameter.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

This is the precise definition of Blank Verse.

- Iambic Pentameter: A line of verse with five metrical feet, each consisting of one short
(or unstressed) syllable followed by one long (or stressed) syllable (da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM
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da-DUM da-DUM).
- Unrhymed: The lines do not rhyme with each other in a set scheme.

This form was famously used by Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare in their plays,
and by John Milton in Paradise Lost.

The other options are: - (A) Heroic couplet / (D) Rhymed couplet: Two lines of rhyming
iambic pentameter. - (C) Verse libre (Free Verse): Poetry that does not have a regular meter
or rhyme scheme.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Unrhymed iambic pentameter is called blank verse.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the key differences:

- Blank Verse: Has meter (iambic pentameter), but NO rhyme. (Shakespeare’s plays)
- Free Verse: Has NO meter and NO rhyme. (Modern poetry)

- Rhymed Verse: Has both meter and rhyme. (Sonnets, Couplets)

107. What is the name of the literary movement that emerged in the 16th century
and is characterized by a focus on classical learning and culture?

(A) Renaissance
(B) Reformation
(C) Enlightenment
(D) Romanticism

Correct Answer: (A) Renaissance

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the 16th-century movement focused on reviving classical (Greek
and Roman) learning.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- The Renaissance, which means "rebirth” in French, was a fervent period of European cul-
tural, artistic, political, and economic "rebirth” following the Middle Ages. Spanning roughly
from the 14th to the 17th century (peaking in the 16th), it was characterized by a renewed
interest in and study of the classical literature, art, and philosophy of ancient Greece and Rome.
This focus on humanism and classical learning is its defining feature.

- The Reformation (B) was a religious movement in the 16th century that split the Western
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Church.

- The Enlightenment (C) was an intellectual movement of the 17th and 18th centuries that
emphasized reason and individualism.

- Romanticism (D) was an artistic and literary movement of the late 18th and early 19th cen-
turies that emphasized emotion and nature.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The literary movement of the 16th century focused on classical learning and culture is the
Renaissance.

Q Quick Tip

The word ”Renaissance” literally means ”rebirth”. What was being "reborn”? It was
the art, science, and philosophy of classical antiquity (ancient Greece and Rome).

108. Which of the following poems is an example of a pastoral elegy?

(A) "The Ecstasy” by John Donne

(B) ”The Passionate Shepherd to His Love” by Christopher Marlowe
(C) "Lycidas” by John Milton

(D) "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” by T.S. Eliot

Correct Answer: (C) ”Lycidas” by John Milton

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:

The question asks to identify a pastoral elegy from the given list of poems. A pastoral elegy is a
poem of mourning for the dead, set in a rural landscape and using the conventions of shepherd
life.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- ”Lycidas” by John Milton (C): This is the quintessential example of a pastoral elegy in
English literature. Milton wrote it in 1637 to mourn the death of his friend Edward King, who
drowned at sea. In the poem, Milton uses the pastoral convention of representing himself and
his friend as shepherds mourning the loss of a fellow shepherd, Lycidas.

- ?The Ecstasy” (A) is a metaphysical love poem.

- "The Passionate Shepherd to His Love” (B) is a pastoral lyric poem, but it is a poem of
seduction, not an elegy.

- ?The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (D) is a modernist dramatic monologue about urban
alienation and indecision.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
John Milton’s ”Lycidas” is a famous example of a pastoral elegy.

¢ Quick Tip

Memorize the key examples of major literary forms. For ”pastoral elegy,” the two most
famous examples in English are Milton’s ”Lycidas” and Shelley’s ” Adonais” (mourning
the death of Keats).

109. Who is the author of the sonnet ”Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?”

(A) William Shakespeare
(B) John Donne

(C) Edmund Spenser
(D) Christopher Marlowe

Correct Answer: (A) William Shakespeare

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the author of one of the most famous first lines in English poetry.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

”Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?” is the first line of Sonnet 18 by William Shake-
speare.

It is one of the 154 sonnets published by Shakespeare in 1609. The poem is a classic example
of a Shakespearean sonnet and explores the theme of preserving the beloved’s beauty against
the ravages of time through the immortality of verse.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The author of ”Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?” is William Shakespeare.

Q Quick Tip

This is arguably the most famous opening line of any sonnet in the English language.
It is definitively attributed to William Shakespeare.

110. What is the name of the literary term that refers to the repetition of initial
consonant sounds in words that are close together?
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(A) Alliteration
(B) Assonance
(C) Consonance
(D)

D) Onomatopoeia

Correct Answer: (A) Alliteration

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the literary term for the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning
of words.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

This is the definition of Alliteration. It is the conspicuous repetition of identical initial con-
sonant sounds in successive or closely associated syllables within a group of words.

Example: ”Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.”

The other terms are different sound devices:

- Assonance (B): The repetition of vowel sounds within words (e.g., “the rain in Spain falls
mainly on the plain”).

- Consonance (C): The repetition of consonant sounds, especially at the end of words (e.g.,
”Blank and think”).

- Onomatopoeia (D): Words that imitate the sound they describe (e.g., "buzz”, "hiss”,
”cuckoo”).

Step 3: Final Answer:
The repetition of initial consonant sounds is called alliteration.

@ Quick Tip

Remember the differences in sound repetition:
- Alliteration — Beginning consonant sounds.
- Assonance — Middle vowel sounds.

- Consonance — Ending consonant sounds.

111. Who is the author of the poem ”The Sun Rising”?
(A) Marlowe

(B) Edmund Spenser
(C) William Shakespeare
(D) John Donne
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Correct Answer: (D) John Donne

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the author of the poem ”The Sun Rising”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

”The Sun Rising” (also known by its first line, ”"Busy old fool, unruly sun”) is a famous meta-
physical poem by John Donne.

It is an aubade (a dawn poem) in which the speaker, lying in bed with his lover, chides the
sun for interrupting them. He argues that his love is so powerful that it creates its own world,
making the sun’s daily duties irrelevant. The poem is characteristic of Donne’s style, featuring
witty arguments, direct address, and metaphysical conceits.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The author of "The Sun Rising” is John Donne.

@ Quick Tip

Associate John Donne with the Metaphysical poets and their characteristic style: com-
plex conceits, intellectual arguments, and dramatic direct address. ”The Sun Rising,”
"The Flea,” and the ”"Holy Sonnets” are some of his most famous works.

112. What is the name of the literary term that refers to a figure of speech in
which a part of something represents the whole?

(A) Metonymy
(B) Synecdoche
(C) Personification
(D) Hyperbole

Correct Answer: (B) Synecdoche

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the figure of speech where a part stands for the whole.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

This is the definition of Synecdoche. It is a figure of speech in which a part is made to
represent the whole or vice versa.

Examples:

- 7 All hands on deck” (where "hands” represent the whole sailors).
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- ”I need a new set of wheels” (where ”wheels” represent the whole car).

Metonymy (A) is a related but different figure of speech where a thing or concept is referred
to by the name of something closely associated with it (e.g., ”The pen is mightier than the

sword,” where "pen” stands for writing and ”sword” for warfare).

Step 3: Final Answer:
The figure of speech in which a part represents the whole is called synecdoche.

@ Quick Tip

Distinguish between Synecdoche and Metonymy:

- Synecdoche: A part for a whole (wheels for car). The relationship is a physical part
of the whole.

- Metonymy: An associated concept (crown for king). The relationship is conceptual,
not physical.

113. Which of the following is NOT written by William Shakespeare?
(A) Romeo and Juliet
(B) Hamlet

(C) Macbeth
(D) Don Quixote

Correct Answer: (D) Don Quixote

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the work that was not written by William Shakespeare.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, and Macbeth are three of William Shakespeare’s most famous

tragedies. They are all plays written by him.

- Don Quixote is a Spanish novel by Miguel de Cervantes. It was published in two parts,
in 1605 and 1615, and is considered one of the most influential works of literature from the
Spanish Golden Age and the entire Western literary canon. It is a novel, not a play, and was

not written by Shakespeare.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Don Quizote was not written by William Shakespeare.
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9 Quick Tip

Remembering the authors of major world literary classics is important. Don Quizote is
to Cervantes and Spanish literature what Hamlet is to Shakespeare and English litera-
ture.

114. What is the name of the literary movement that emerged in the 17th century
and is characterized by a focus on reason and science?

(A) Renaissance
(B) Reformation
(C) Enlightenment
(D) Romanticism

Correct Answer: (C) Enlightenment

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the 17th-18th century intellectual movement that prioritized rea-
son and science.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- The Enlightenment, also known as the Age of Reason, was an intellectual and philosophical
movement that dominated the world of ideas in Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries. It
was characterized by a focus on reason, analysis, and individualism, and a skepticism towards
traditional authority (religious and monarchical). The scientific revolution was a key inspira-
tion for Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke, Isaac Newton, and Voltaire.

- The Renaissance (A) was earlier and focused on classical humanism.

- The Reformation (B) was a religious movement.

- Romanticism (D) emerged later as a reaction against the Enlightenment’s emphasis on reason,
focusing instead on emotion and nature.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The movement characterized by a focus on reason and science is the Enlightenment.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the intellectual pendulum swing:
- Middle Ages: Faith

- Renaissance: Humanism

- Enlightenment: Reason

- Romanticism: Emotion
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115. Which of the following plays by William Shakespeare is a comedy?
(A) Romeo and Juliet
(B) Hamlet

(C) Macbheth
(D) Twelfth Night

Correct Answer: (D) Twelfth Night

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify which of the listed Shakespearean plays is a comedy.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Shakespeare’s plays are typically categorized into three main genres: Comedies, Tragedies, and
Histories.

- Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, and Macbeth are three of Shakespeare’s most famous tragedies.
They all feature a high-born protagonist with a tragic flaw who meets a disastrous end, and
the plays conclude with multiple deaths.

- Twelfth Night, or What You Will is one of Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies. It
features classic comedic elements such as mistaken identity (Viola disguised as a man), complex
romantic entanglements, a witty fool (Feste), and a subplot involving the humiliation of the
puritanical Malvolio. Like most of Shakespeare’s comedies, it ends with multiple marriages and
a restoration of social order.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Twelfth Night is a comedy by William Shakespeare.

Q Quick Tip

A simple (though not foolproof) rule for classifying Shakespeare’s plays: if everybody
dies at the end, it’s a tragedy. If everybody gets married at the end, it’s a comedy. If
there’s a king named after the title, it’s probably a history.

116. Who is the author of the poem ”The Second Coming”?

A)
) T. S Ehot

) John Donne

D) Edmund Spenser

(
(B
(C
(
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Correct Answer: (A) W.B.Yeats

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the author of the famous modernist poem ”The Second Coming”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

"The Second Coming” is one of the most significant poems of the 20th century, written by the
Irish poet William Butler Yeats (W.B. Yeats) in 1919.

The poem uses apocalyptic Christian imagery to describe an atmosphere of post-war chaos and
disillusionment in Europe. It is famous for its powerful opening lines, ”Turning and turning in
the widening gyre / The falcon cannot hear the falconer,” and its concluding vision of a "rough
beast, its hour come round at last, / Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born.”

Step 3: Final Answer:
The author of "The Second Coming” is W.B. Yeats.

@ Quick Tip

Associate the major modernist poets with their landmark poems:

- W.B. Yeats — "The Second Coming,” ”Sailing to Byzantium”

- T.S. Eliot — "The Waste Land,” ”"The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
- Ezra Pound — The Cantos

117. What is the name of the literary term that refers to attributing life to the
lifeless things?

(A) Simile
(B) Personification
(C) Conceit
(D) Metaphor

Correct Answer: (B) Personification

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the literary term for giving human or life-like qualities to inanimate ob-
jects or abstract ideas.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
This is the definition of Personification. It is a figure of speech where human characteristics,

emotions, or behaviors are attributed to non-human things or abstract concepts.
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Examples:
- ”"The wind whispered through the trees.” (Whispering is a human action.)
- ”Opportunity was knocking at his door.” (Knocking is a human action.)

A simile and metaphor are types of comparisons, and a conceit is an elaborate metaphor.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The literary term for attributing life to lifeless things is personification.

@ Quick Tip

Think of the root of the word: Person-ification. It means to make something into a
"person” by giving it human traits.

118. Which of the following critical essays was written by T.S.Eliot ?

(A) Tradition and Individual Talent
(B) The Defence of Poesy
(C) An Apologie for Poetry
(D) The Study of Poetry

Correct Answer: (A) Tradition and Individual Talent

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:

The question asks to identify a critical essay written by the modernist poet and critic T.S. Eliot.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- ?Tradition and the Individual Talent” (A): This is one of T.S. Eliot’s most influential
critical essays, published in 1919. In it, he argues for his theory of impersonality in poetry,

stating that the poet must surrender their own personality to the larger literary tradition.

- ”The Defence of Poesy” (B) and ” An Apologie for Poetry” (C) are two titles for the

same work of Renaissance criticism by Sir Philip Sidney.

- ”The Study of Poetry” (D) is a major work of criticism by the Victorian critic Matthew

Arnold.

Step 3: Final Answer:
"Tradition and the Individual Talent” was written by T.S. Eliot.

101



9 Quick Tip

Associate the key critical essays with their authors:

- T.S. Eliot — "Tradition and the Individual Talent,” "Hamlet and His Problems”
- Sir Philip Sidney — ”An Apologie for Poetry”

- Matthew Arnold — ”The Study of Poetry,” ”Culture and Anarchy”

119. Which of the following essayists wrote in the Aphoristic style?

(A) Edmund Spenser
(B) William Shakespeare
(C) John Donne

(D) Francis Bacon

Correct Answer: (D) Francis Bacon

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the writer known for their aphoristic style.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

An aphoristic style is a style of writing that is concise, pithy, and full of aphorisms—short,

memorable statements that express a general truth or observation.

- Francis Bacon is the quintessential example of an English essayist who wrote in an apho-
ristic style. His essays, such as ”Of Studies,” ”7Of Truth,” and ”Of Revenge,” are packed with
condensed, powerful, and widely quoted sentences. For example, ”Some books are to be tasted,
others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested.” This compact, statement-

heavy style is his trademark.

- The other writers listed are primarily known as poets (Spenser, Donne) or a playwright and

poet (Shakespeare), not essayists in the same vein as Bacon.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Francis Bacon is famous for his aphoristic writing style.

9 Quick Tip

When you think of ”aphoristic style” in English essays, Francis Bacon should be the

powerful statements.

first name that comes to mind. His essays are dense with wisdom presented in short,
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120. Who is the author of the poem ” Controlling the Tongue”?

(A) Geoffrey Chaucer
(B) Edmund Spenser
(C) William Shakespeare
(D)

D) John Donne

Correct Answer: (A) Geoffrey Chaucer

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the author of a poem titled ” Controlling the Tongue”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The poem ” Controlling the Tongue” is a short moral lyric often attributed to the great medieval
poet Geoffrey Chaucer.

It is also known by its first line, "If it befall that thou thyself expose”. The poem is a piece
of wisdom literature, advising the reader on the importance of prudence in speech and the
dangers of a loose tongue. While Chaucer is most famous for The Canterbury Tales, he also
wrote several shorter poems and lyrics, and this work falls into that category.

The other authors listed are from the Renaissance period.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The poem ”Controlling the Tongue” is attributed to Geoffrey Chaucer.

9 Quick Tip

While Chaucer is renowned for his long narrative poems, remember that he also wrote
many shorter works, including lyrics, ballads, and moral poems.

121. ”Spectator” and ”Tatler” were the in the 17th century.

(A) Pamphlets
(B) Essays
(C) Magazines
(D) Tracts

Correct Answer: (C) Magazines

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:

The question asks to identify the form of publication for ”The Tatler” and ”The Spectator”.
Note: The question incorrectly states the 17th century; these publications were from the early
18th century.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Tatler (1709-1711) and its more famous successor, The Spectator (1711-1712), were highly
influential periodicals founded by Joseph Addison and Richard Steele in the early 18th century.
They were published on a regular basis (several times a week) and contained essays on manners,
morality, politics, and literature. They were aimed at a growing middle-class readership.
While they consisted of essays, their form of publication as a periodical series makes them
precursors to modern magazines or journals. They were not standalone pamphlets or tracts.

Step 3: Final Answer:
"The Tatler” and ”The Spectator” were pioneering periodicals, best described in modern terms
as magazines.

9 Quick Tip

Remember Addison and Steele as the fathers of the modern periodical essay and the
forerunners of magazine journalism. Their publications, The Tatler and The Spectator,
defined the literary culture of the early 18th century (the Augustan Age).

122. Who proposed the ”impersonal theory of poetry”?
A) T.S.Eliot

) Mathew Arnold
C) Dryden
D) Dr. Johnson

Correct Answer: (A) T.S.Eliot

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the critic who proposed the ”impersonal theory of poetry”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The ”impersonal theory of poetry” is a central concept in the literary criticism of T.S. Eliot.
He most famously articulated this theory in his 1919 essay, ” Tradition and the Individual Tal-
ent”.

Eliot argued against the Romantic idea of poetry as a simple expression of the poet’s person-
ality and emotions. Instead, he proposed that the poet is a medium or a catalyst. The poet’s
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mind is a "shred of platinum” that facilitates the combination of feelings and experiences into
a new artistic whole, while the poet themselves remains separate and ”impersonal”.

In his words, "Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but an escape from emotion; it is not
the expression of personality, but an escape from personality.”

Step 3: Final Answer:
The ”impersonal theory of poetry” was proposed by T.S. Eliot.

@ Quick Tip

%N

Associate T.S. Eliot’s criticism with key concepts like ”impersonality,” ”objective cor-
relative,” and the importance of "tradition.” His theories were a major departure from
the Romantic emphasis on the individual poet’s feelings.

123. What is the term that refers to return to classical forms and neoclassicism?

(A) Renaissance
(B) Restoration
(C) Enlightenment
(D) Romanticism

Correct Answer: (B) Restoration

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for a term associated with a return to classical forms and the rise of neoclas-
sicism.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Neoclassicism was a dominant literary movement in the late 17th and 18th centuries that
emphasized order, reason, and a return to the ”classical” forms and ideals of ancient Greece
and Rome.

- The Restoration period in England (beginning in 1660 with the restoration of the monarchy
under Charles IT) marks the beginning of the Neoclassical age. After the Puritan Interregnum,
there was a strong reaction against religious extremism and a desire for social and literary order.
Writers of this period, like John Dryden, looked to classical models for inspiration, emphasizing
clarity, wit, and decorum.

- The Renaissance also involved a return to classical forms, but the term ”neoclassicism” specif-
ically refers to the later movement. The Restoration is the historical period that ushers in
English neoclassicism. Given the options, Restoration is the best fit as the historical marker
for this shift.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
The Restoration period is associated with the return to classical forms and the beginning of
Neoclassicism in England.

@ Quick Tip

Remember the timeline:

- Renaissance (c. 1500-1660): First "rebirth” of classical learning.

- Restoration / Neoclassical Period (c. 1660-1785): A "new” classicism, emphasizing
reason, order, and classical rules, beginning with the Restoration of the monarchy.

124. Which of the following poets is the major exponent of dramatic monologue?

(A) Arnold

(B) Tennyson

(C) John Donne

(D) Robert Browning

Correct Answer: (D) Robert Browning

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the poet who is most famous for perfecting and popularizing the
poetic form known as the dramatic monologue.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A dramatic monologue is a poem in the form of a speech or narrative by an imagined per-
son, in which the speaker inadvertently reveals aspects of their character while describing a
particular situation or series of events.

- Robert Browning is considered the undisputed master of the dramatic monologue in the
Victorian era. His most famous poems, such as "My Last Duchess,” ”Fra Lippo Lippi,” and
” Andrea del Sarto,” are all exemplary dramatic monologues. He used the form to explore com-
plex psychology and moral ambiguity.

- Alfred, Lord Tennyson (B) also wrote some notable dramatic monologues (e.g., ” Ulysses”),
but Browning is more central to the form’s development.

- Matthew Arnold (A) and John Donne (C) were not primarily known for this form, although
some of Donne’s poems have monologue-like qualities.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Robert Browning is the major exponent of the dramatic monologue.
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9 Quick Tip

When you see ”dramatic monologue,” your first thought should be Robert Browning.
His poem "My Last Duchess” is the textbook example of the form.

125. What is the name of the literary term that refers to a figure of speech in
which a word or phrase is repeated at the beginning of successive lines?

(A) Alliteration
(B) Anaphora
(C) Epistrophe
(D) Epanalepsis

Correct Answer: (B) Anaphora

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the literary term for the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning
of successive clauses or lines.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

This is the definition of Anaphora. It is a rhetorical device used for emphasis and to create
a rhythmic effect.

A famous example is from Martin Luther King Jr.’s I Have a Dream” speech:

"I have a dream that one day...

I have a dream that one day...

I have a dream today!”

Let’s look at the other terms for repetition:

- Epistrophe (C): Repetition of a word or phrase at the end of successive clauses (the opposite
of anaphora).

- Epanalepsis (D): Repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning and end of the same
clause.

- Alliteration (A): Repetition of initial consonant sounds, not whole words or phrases.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive lines is called anaphora.
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9 Quick Tip

Remember the positions of repetition:
- Anaphora: Repetition at the Anterior (beginning).
- Epistrophe: Repetition at the End.

126. What is the title of the classic novel by Emily Bronte?

(A) Jane Eyre

(B) Wuthering Heights
(C) Great Expectations
(D) Oliver Twist

Correct Answer: (B) Wuthering Heights

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the novel written by Emily Bronté.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Wuthering Heights (B) is the only novel written by Emily Bronté. Published in 1847
under the pseudonym ”Ellis Bell,” it is a classic of English literature, known for its dark, pas-
sionate, and gothic elements.

- Jane Eyre (A) was written by Emily’s sister, Charlotte Bronté.

- Great Expectations (C) and Oliver Twist (D) are famous novels by Charles Dickens.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The classic novel by Emily Bronté is Wuthering Heights.

Q Quick Tip

Remember the most famous works of the Bronté sisters:
- Charlotte Bronte — Jane Fyre

- Emily Bronté — Wuthering Heights

- Anne Bronté — The Tenant of Wildfell Hall

127. What is the title of the classic novel by George Orwell that is a satire of
totalitarianism?

(A) Animal Farm
(B) 1984

108



(C) Brave New World
(D) The Handmaid’s Tal

Correct Answer: (A) Animal Farm

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify a novel by George Orwell that is a satire of totalitarianism.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Both Animal Farm and 1984 are classic novels by George Orwell that critique totalitarianism.
However, they use different literary modes.

- Animal Farm (A) is a satirical allegorical novella. It uses the story of farm animals who
overthrow their human farmer to represent the events of the 1917 Russian Revolution and the
subsequent rise of Stalinism in the Soviet Union. Its use of animals to represent political figures
and ideas makes it a clear satire.

- 1984 (B) is a dystopian novel. While it is a powerful critique of totalitarianism, its tone
is bleak, grim, and terrifying rather than satirical. It presents a direct, horrifying vision of a
totalitarian future.

- Brave New World (C) is a dystopian novel by Aldous Huxley.

- The Handmaid’s Tale (D) is a dystopian novel by Margaret Atwood.

Given the choice and the specific term ”satire,” Animal Farm is the most fitting answer.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Animal Farm is a classic novel by George Orwell that is a satire of totalitarianism.

9 Quick Tip

Remember the distinction between Orwell’s two masterpieces:

- Animal Farm = Satire/Allegory of the past (Russian Revolution).
- 1984 = Dystopian warning about the future.

Both are about totalitarianism, but satire is the key word here.

128. Who among the following popularized ”comedy of Manners” in the 17th Cen-
tury?

(A) Oscar Wilde

(B) William Congreve
(C) Pope

(D) Dryden

109



Correct Answer: (B) William Congreve

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify a key playwright who popularized the Comedy of Manners in the
17th century.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Comedy of Manners is a genre of comedy that satirizes the manners, affectations, and
intrigues of a sophisticated, aristocratic society. It is characterized by witty dialogue, intricate
plots, and often a cynical tone.

This genre flourished in England during the Restoration period (late 17th century).

- William Congreve is considered the master of Restoration Comedy of Manners. His plays,
especially The Way of the World (1700), are regarded as the pinnacle of the genre, celebrated
for their brilliant wit and complex characters.

- John Dryden (D) was also a major figure of the Restoration, but he was more versatile,
writing tragedies and poems as well.

- Alexander Pope (C) was a poet of the subsequent 18th century.

- Oscar Wilde (A) revived the Comedy of Manners with his own brilliant style in the late
19th century (The Importance of Being Earnest), but the original popularization was in the
17th century.

Step 3: Final Answer:
William Congreve was a key figure who popularized the Comedy of Manners in the late 17th
century.

@ Quick Tip

Associate the Comedy of Manners with two key periods and playwrights:
- 17th Century (Restoration): William Congreve, William Wycherley.
- Late 19th Century (Victorian): Oscar Wilde.

129. The most popular mock-heroic poem among the following is

(A)
(B) Absalom and Achitophel
(C) The Rape of the Lock
(D) Thomas Shadwell

Gullivers Travels

Correct Answer: (C) The Rape of the Lock

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the most famous mock-heroic poem from the given options.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A mock-heroic (or mock-epic) poem uses the elevated style, grand conventions, and classical
machinery of the epic poem to satirize a trivial or commonplace subject.

- The Rape of the Lock by Alexander Pope is the most famous and perfect example of a
mock-heroic poem in English. It treats a trivial incident—the cutting of a lock of a lady’s
hair—with the grand language of epic poetry, including invocations to muses, supernatural
machinery (sylphs and gnomes), and heroic battles (a card game).

- Absalom and Achitophel (B) by John Dryden is a political satire in verse, but it uses the heroic
form to treat a serious political subject, making it more of a true satire than a mock-heroic
poem.

- Gulliver’s Travels (A) is a prose satire, not a poem.

- Thomas Shadwell (D) was a poet and playwright, not a poem.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The Rape of the Lock is the most popular mock-heroic poem among the choices.

9 Quick Tip

When you see ”mock-heroic,” immediately think of Alexander Pope and The Rape of
the Lock. 1t is the definitive example of the genre in English literature.

130. ”Rivals” by Sheridan is

(A) Anti-Sentimental Comedy
(B) Heroic Comedy

(C) Comedy of Humours

(D) Comedy of Manners

Correct Answer: (A) Anti-Sentimental Comedy

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to classify Richard Brinsley Sheridan’s play, The Rivals.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Rivals (1775) is a famous play by Richard Brinsley Sheridan. It is a Comedy of Manners
because it satirizes the affectations and customs of fashionable society in 18th-century England,
particularly in the spa town of Bath.

However, it is also known for being part of a reaction against the prevailing trend of the time,
which was Sentimental Comedy. Sentimental Comedy was overly moralistic and aimed to evoke
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tears rather than laughter. Sheridan, along with Oliver Goldsmith, sought to revive the witty,
satirical ”laughing comedy” of the Restoration period.

Therefore, his plays are often described as a form of Anti-Sentimental Comedy, which is a
specific type of Comedy of Manners that consciously rejects the conventions of sentimentalism.
Given the options, Anti-Sentimental Comedy is a very precise and accurate description of the
play’s purpose and style.

Step 3: Final Answer:
"The Rivals” by Sheridan is an Anti-Sentimental Comedy.

Q Quick Tip

In the 18th century, there was a battle between two types of comedy:

- Sentimental Comedy: Meant to make you feel good and virtuous, often through
tears.

- Laughing Comedy (or Anti-Sentimental Comedy): Meant to make you laugh
by satirizing folly. Goldsmith and Sheridan were the champions of laughing comedy.

131. Lady Wishfort is a character in the drama

(A) Rivals
(B) Volpony
(C) Way of the World
(D) Tempest

Correct Answer: (C) Way of the World

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the play in which the character Lady Wishfort appears.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Lady Wishfort is a central and memorable character in William Congreve’s Restoration com-
edy, The Way of the World (1700).

She is a vain, aging, and wealthy widow who is desperate to remarry a younger man. She is
the guardian of the play’s heroine, Millamant. The plot’s main intrigue revolves around the
hero, Mirabell, trying to win Lady Wishfort’s approval to marry Millamant, leading to a series
of elaborate deceptions and witty exchanges.

Mrs. Malaprop is a famous character in Sheridan’s The Rivals (A).

Step 3: Final Answer:
Lady Wishfort is a character in The Way of the World.
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9 Quick Tip

Associate the great comic characters with their plays:

- Lady Wishfort, Millamant, Mirabell — The Way of the World (Congreve)
- Mrs. Malaprop, Lydia Languish — The Rivals (Sheridan)

- Volpone, Mosca — Volpone (Jonson)

132. ”Preface to Shakespeare” was written by

A) Benjonson
) Samuel Johnson
C) Dryden
D) Pope

Correct Answer: (B) Samuel Johnson

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the author of the famous critical work, ”Preface to Shakespeare”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Preface to the Plays of William Shakespeare was written by Dr. Samuel Johnson and
published in 1765 as part of his influential edition of Shakespeare’s plays.

It is one of the most important works of 18th-century literary criticism. In the preface, John-
son defends Shakespeare against the rigid neoclassical critics of his time, famously arguing that
Shakespeare ”is above all writers, at least above all modern writers, the poet of nature.” He
praises Shakespeare’s realism and characterization while also noting his faults, establishing a
balanced and enduring critical perspective.

Ben Jonson (A) was a contemporary of Shakespeare. Dryden and Pope were also major critics
but did not write this specific work.

Step 3: Final Answer:
"Preface to Shakespeare” was written by Samuel Johnson.

Q Quick Tip

Dr. Samuel Johnson is a towering figure of 18th-century English literature. Remember
his three major contributions:

1. A Dictionary of the English Language

2. The Lives of the Poets

3. Preface to Shakespeare
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133. Hardy’s regional novels are called
A) Wessex Novels

) Yorkshire novels
) Liverpool Novels
)

D) Dorsetshire novels

(
(B
(C
(

Correct Answer: (A) Wessex Novels

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the collective name given to the novels of Thomas Hardy, which are set
in a specific region of England.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The novelist and poet Thomas Hardy set most of his major novels in a semi-fictional region of
south-west England which he called Wessex.

This fictional Wessex is based on the real counties of Dorset, Wiltshire, Somerset, and others,
where Hardy grew up and lived. The landscape, customs, and dialect of this region are central
to his work.

Novels such as Far from the Madding Crowd, The Mayor of Casterbridge, Tess of the d’Urbervilles,
and Jude the Obscure are all set in Wessex and are collectively known as the Wessex Novels.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Hardy’s regional novels are called the Wessex Novels.

@ Quick Tip

Associate authors with their famous fictional regions:
- Thomas Hardy — Wessex

- William Faulkner — Yoknapatawpha County

- R. K. Narayan — Malgudi

134. Which of the following unities were violated by Shakespeare?

A) Unity of Time and unity of place
) Unity of time and unity of action
) Unity of place and unity of action

D) Unity of time, place and action

(
(B
(C
(

Correct Answer: (A) Unity of Time and unity of place
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Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks which of the three classical unities Shakespeare commonly violated in his

plays.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The Three Classical Unities, derived from Aristotle’s Poetics, are a set of rules for drama:

1. Unity of Action: A play should have one main plot with no or few subplots.

2. Unity of Place: A play should cover a single physical space.

3. Unity of Time: The action in a play should take place over a period of no more than 24
hours.

Neoclassical critics, particularly in the 17th and 18th centuries, often criticized William
Shakespeare for not adhering to these rules.

- Shakespeare’s plays frequently violate the unity of time (e.g., The Winter’s Tale spans 16
years) and the unity of place (e.g., Antony and Cleopatra shifts between Rome and Egypt).
- However, Shakespeare generally observes the unity of action. His plays, even with subplots,
tend to have a clear, central plot that drives the drama forward.

Therefore, the unities that Shakespeare is most famous for violating are those of time and place.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Shakespeare commonly violated the Unity of Time and the Unity of Place.

Q Quick Tip

Remember that the strict adherence to the Three Unities was a feature of French Neo-
classical drama. English Renaissance playwrights like Shakespeare felt much freer to
ignore the unities of time and place to tell broader, more epic stories.

135. Who described poetry as ”a spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings”?

(A) S.T. Coleridge

(B) T.S. Eliot

(C) John Keats

(D) William Wordsworth

Correct Answer: (D) William Wordsworth

Solution:
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Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the poet who gave the famous Romantic definition of poetry.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The phrase ”a spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings” is one of the most famous definitions
of poetry in English literary history. It comes from the ”Preface to Lyrical Ballads” (1800
edition), written by William Wordsworth.

This definition became a manifesto for the Romantic movement in poetry. It signaled a major
shift away from the Neoclassical emphasis on reason and craftsmanship towards a new focus on
emotion, individual experience, and sincerity as the source of poetic inspiration. Wordsworth
did qualify the statement by adding that this overflow must be "recollected in tranquility”.

Step 3: Final Answer:
William Wordsworth described poetry as ”a spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings.”

9 Quick Tip

This quote is the cornerstone of Romantic poetic theory. When you see ”spontaneous
overflow of powerful feelings,” you should immediately think of William Wordsworth
and the Preface to Lyrical Ballads.

136. Who wrote the classic novel ”Pride and Prejudice”?

(A) Jane Austen
(B) Charles Dickens
(C) Emily Bronté
(D) Mary Shelley

Correct Answer: (A) Jane Austen

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the author of the novel Pride and Prejudice.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Pride and Prejudice is a classic novel of manners, published in 1813. It was written by the
English novelist Jane Austen.

The novel follows the story of Elizabeth Bennet as she navigates issues of manners, marriage,
morality, and class in the society of the English landed gentry. It is one of the most popular
and enduring novels in English literature.

- Charles Dickens, Emily Bronté, and Mary Shelley were all major 19th-century novelists, but
they wrote different famous works.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
"Pride and Prejudice” was written by Jane Austen.

9 Quick Tip

Associate Jane Austen with her major novels of social commentary and romance:
- Pride and Prejudice

- Sense and Sensibility

- Emma

- Mansfield Park

137. What is the title of the classic novel by Herman Melville that is an epic sea
novel?

(A) The Scarlet Letter

(B) The Old Man and the Sea
(C) The Great Gatsby

(D) Moby-Dick

Correct Answer: (D) Moby-Dick

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the epic sea novel written by Herman Melville.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- Moby-Dick; or, The Whale (D) is the magnum opus of American author Herman
Melville, published in 1851. It is an epic sea novel that tells the story of Captain Ahab’s
obsessive quest for revenge on Moby Dick, the giant white sperm whale that bit off his leg.
It is celebrated for its complex themes, symbolic depth, and detailed depiction of the whaling
industry.

- The Scarlet Letter (A) is a novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne.

- The Old Man and the Sea (B) is a famous sea novella, but it was written by Ernest Heming-
way.

- The Great Gatsby (C) is a novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The classic epic sea novel by Herman Melville is Moby-Dick.
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9 Quick Tip

Remember the great American novels and their authors:
- Melville — Moby-Dick

- Hawthorne — The Scarlet Letter

- Hemingway — The Old Man and the Sea

- Fitzgerald — The Great Gatsby

138. What is the name of the literary movement that emerged in the late 18th
century and emphasized the beauty of nature and the power of the human imagi-
nation?

(A) Realism

(B) Romanticism
(C) Naturalism
(D) Symbolism

Correct Answer: (B) Romanticism

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the name of the literary movement of the late 18th century that focused
on nature and imagination.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

This is the definition of Romanticism. It was an artistic, literary, musical, and intellectual
movement that originated in Europe toward the end of the 18th century.

Key characteristics of Romanticism include:

- A strong emphasis on emotion and individualism.

- A glorification of the past and of nature, often seeing nature as a source of sublime beauty
and spiritual truth.

- A celebration of the power of the human imagination as the supreme faculty.

- A preference for the medieval over the classical.

It was a reaction against the industrial revolution and the scientific rationalization of nature
emphasized by the Enlightenment.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The literary movement that emphasized nature and the human imagination is Romanticism.
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9 Quick Tip

Remember the core tenets of Romanticism with keywords:
- Nature

- Emotion

- Imagination

- Individualism

- The Sublime

139. Which among the following is a term used by Aristotle to denote the arousal
of pity and fear in the spectators while watching a drama?

A
B) Anagnorisis

(A) Hamartia
(B)
(C) Peripetia
(D)

D) Catharsis

Correct Answer: (D) Catharsis

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for Aristotle’s term for the purging or purification of emotions, specifically
pity and fear, experienced by the audience of a tragedy.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

In his work Poetics, Aristotle outlines his theory of tragedy. He states that tragedy, through
the depiction of pitiful and fearful events, achieves a catharsis of these emotions.

- Catharsis (D) is this process of purgation or purification. By watching the tragic hero’s
downfall, the audience experiences pity for the character and fear that a similar fate could
befall them. This vicarious experience allows them to release these pent-up emotions in a safe
context, leaving them in a more stable emotional state.

The other terms are different elements of tragedy:

- Hamartia (A): The tragic flaw or error in judgment made by the protagonist.

- Anagnorisis (B): The moment of critical discovery or recognition by the protagonist.
- Peripetia (C): The reversal of fortune or a sudden turn of events.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The term used by Aristotle for the arousal and subsequent purging of pity and fear is catharsis.
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9 Quick Tip

Remember Aristotle’s key terms for tragedy:

- Hamartia: The flaw/mistake.

- Peripetia: The reversal.

- Anagnorisis: The recognition.

- Catharsis: The emotional release for the audience.

140. Who among the following critics proposed the ” Touchstone method” for an-
alyzing the poetry?

A) Sir Philip Sydney
) Mathew Arnold

C) Dr. Johnson

D) Alexander Pope

Correct Answer: (B) Mathew Arnold

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the critic associated with the ”Touchstone method”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The " Touchstone method” is a famous critical method proposed by the Victorian critic Matthew
Arnold in his essay "The Study of Poetry” (1880).

Arnold was concerned about what he saw as declining standards in poetry. To judge the qual-
ity of a contemporary poem, he suggested using short, memorable passages from universally
acknowledged masters (like Homer, Dante, Shakespeare, and Milton) as ”touchstones”.

A touchstone is a piece of fine-grained stone used to test the purity of gold or silver. In the
same way, Arnold argued, one could compare a line of new poetry to these classic lines to test
its quality, specifically its "high seriousness” and truth.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The ”Touchstone method” was proposed by Matthew Arnold.

@ Quick Tip

Associate the critical methods with the critics:

- Aristotle — The Three Unities, Catharsis

- T.S. Eliot — Impersonality, Objective Correlative

- Matthew Arnold — Touchstone Method, High Seriousness
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141. Leela Benare is a character in which of the following dramas?

(A)

(B) Kehende
(C) Silence! The Court is in Session
(

D) Macbeth

Correct Answer: (C) Silence! The Court is in Session

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the play that features the character Leela Benare.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

Leela Benare is the central character and protagonist of the play Shantata! Court Chalu
Aahe (Marathi), which is known in English as Silence! The Court is in Session.

The play was written by the prominent Indian playwright Vijay Tendulkar in 1967.

The play is structured as a "play within a play,” where a group of amateur actors rehearsing
a mock trial end up putting the character Miss Leela Benare on trial for her real-life ”crime”
of having an out-of-wedlock child. The play is a powerful critique of societal hypocrisy, gender
norms, and the cruelty of middle-class morality.

Tara is another play by Mahesh Dattani. Macbeth is by Shakespeare.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Leela Benare is a character in Vijay Tendulkar’s drama Silence! The Court is in Session.

9 Quick Tip

Associate major Indian English playwrights with their famous works:

- Vijay Tendulkar — Silence! The Court is in Session, Ghashiram Kotwal
- Girish Karnad — Hayavadana, Tughlaq

- Mahesh Dattani — Tara, Final Solutions

142. ”’I Stand Here Ironing” by Tillie is a

Correct Answer: (B) Short story
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Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the literary form of "I Stand Here Ironing” by Tillie Olsen.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

"1 Stand Here Ironing” is a highly acclaimed short story by the American writer Tillie Olsen.
It was first published in 1956 and is the title story of her famous collection, Tell Me a Rid-
dle. The story is an interior monologue of a mother reflecting on the difficult life of her eldest
daughter, Emily, as she stands ironing. It explores themes of motherhood, poverty, regret, and
the societal constraints on women’s lives.

Step 3: Final Answer:
"1 Stand Here Ironing” is a short story.

9 Quick Tip

Tillie Olsen is a major figure in American feminist and working-class literature. She
is primarily known for her powerful and evocative short stories, collected in Tell Me a

Riddle.

143. Who among the following wrote the critical essay ” An Image of Africa: Racism
in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness”?

(A) Derrida
(B) Chinua Achebe
(C) T.S. Eliot

(D) Edward Syed

Correct Answer: (B) Chinua Achebe

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the author of the landmark postcolonial critique of Joseph Conrad’s novel,
Heart of Darkness.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

” An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness” is a famous and highly influential
critical essay by the Nigerian novelist and critic Chinua Achebe.

The essay originated as a lecture Achebe gave in 1975. In it, he vehemently argues that Heart
of Darkness is an overtly racist novel that dehumanizes Africans, reducing the continent to a
backdrop for the breakdown of a European mind. He famously calls Conrad a ”thoroughgoing
racist”.
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This essay was a foundational text of postcolonial criticism, forcing a major re-evaluation of a
canonical work of Western literature.
- Edward Said (misspelled as Syed) is another major postcolonial critic, famous for Orientalism.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The critical essay ”An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness” was written
by Chinua Achebe.

@ Quick Tip

This essay is a cornerstone of postcolonial theory. Remember the central argument:
Chinua Achebe, author of Things Fall Apart, famously critiqued Joseph Conrad’s Heart
of Darkness as a racist text.

144. Maya Angelou’s poem ”Caged Bird” is an extended for which of the following?

(A) Oppression of Black people in America
(B) Oppression of Blacks in Africa
(C) Killing of birds
(D)

D) Racial conflict

Correct Answer: (A) Oppression of Black people in America

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the central theme or the subject of the extended metaphor in Maya
Angelou’s poem ”Caged Bird”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

”Caged Bird” is one of Maya Angelou’s most famous poems. It uses an extended metaphor to
contrast the lives of two birds: one that is free and one that is caged.

- The free bird represents those who live with freedom and privilege.

- The caged bird, whose "wings are clipped and his feet are tied,” represents those who are
oppressed and denied freedom. The caged bird’s song is a cry for the freedom it has never known.

This powerful metaphor is universally understood to represent the struggle and oppression
of Black people in America. Angelou, as a prominent African American writer and civil
rights activist, uses the poem to explore themes of freedom, confinement, and the longing for
liberation from racial injustice and systemic oppression. While it touches on racial conflict,
the core theme is the experience of oppression itself. The focus is specifically on the American
context of her experience.
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Step 3: Final Answer:
The poem ” Caged Bird” is an extended metaphor for the oppression of Black people in America.

9 Quick Tip

Maya Angelou’s work is deeply rooted in the African American experience. Her auto-
biography is famously titled I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,” directly linking the
metaphor to her own life and the broader struggle for civil rights.

145. In the poem ”The Sacred Way” by A.D. Hope, ’sacred way’ stands as a
metaphor for which of the following?

(A) Death

(B) Immortality
(C) Journey of life
(D)

Pessimism

Correct Answer: (C) Journey of life

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the metaphorical meaning of the ”"sacred way” in A.D. Hope’s poem.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

A.D. Hope’s poem ”The Sacred Way” likely refers to the Via Sacra, the main street of ancient
Rome, which led from the Capitoline Hill and was the route for Roman triumphal processions.
In poetry, such a path or road is often used as a metaphor for the human experience. The
"sacred way” in Hope’s poem can be interpreted as a metaphor for the journey of life. This
journey encompasses the triumphs, the struggles, the progression through different stages, and
the ultimate path that all individuals must travel. It frames life as a significant, almost ritual-
istic, progression. The other options are too specific or do not capture the essence of a path or
way.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The ’sacred way’ in the poem stands as a metaphor for the journey of life.

@ Quick Tip

The image of a road, path, or journey is a very common and powerful metaphor in lit-
erature for the course of a human life, with its twists, turns, and destinations.
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146. July’s People is a novel written by

(A) Chinua Achebe
(B) Wole Soyinka
(C) Ngugi

(D) Nadine Gordimer

Correct Answer: (D) Nadine Gordimer

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the author of the novel July’s People.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

- July’s People is a 1981 novel by the South African writer and Nobel laureate Nadine
Gordimer. The novel is set during a fictional civil war in South Africa, where a white liberal
family, the Smales, are forced to flee Johannesburg and take refuge with their black servant,
July, in his home village. The book explores the complex power dynamics and the breakdown
of old social structures under the pressure of societal collapse.

- Chinua Achebe, Wole Soyinka, and Ngugi wa Thiong’o are all major African writers, but
from Nigeria (Achebe, Soyinka) and Kenya (Ngugi). Nadine Gordimer is the preeminent white
South African writer of the anti-apartheid era.

Step 3: Final Answer:
July’s People was written by Nadine Gordimer.

9 Quick Tip

Associate the major postcolonial African authors with their countries and key works:
- Chinua Achebe (Nigeria) — Things Fall Apart

- Wole Soyinka (Nigeria) — Death and the King’s Horseman (play)

- Ngugi wa Thiong’o (Kenya) — A Grain of Wheat

- Nadine Gordimer (South Africa) — July’s People, The Conservationist

147. The critical essay ”What is Commonwealth Literature?” is written by?

(A) Tillie Olsen
(B) A.D. McKenzie
(C) Chinua Achebe
(D) Soyinka
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Correct Answer: (B) A.D. McKenzie

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the author of a critical essay titled ”What is Commonwealth
Literature?”.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

The essay ” What is Commonwealth Literature?” is a significant piece in the field of postcolonial
literary studies. It was written by the critic A.D. McKenzie.

In the essay, McKenzie explores the definition, scope, and challenges of the term ”Common-
wealth Literature,” which refers to literature written in English from the former colonies of the
British Empire. The essay is part of a larger critical debate about the validity and usefulness
of such a category. Other writers like Salman Rushdie (" Commonwealth Literature Does Not
Exist”) and Chinua Achebe have also contributed to this debate, but this specific title is asso-
ciated with McKenzie.

Step 3: Final Answer:
The critical essay ”What is Commonwealth Literature?” is written by A.D. McKenzie.

9 Quick Tip

The term ”Commonwealth Literature” was a precursor to what is more commonly
studied today as ”Postcolonial Literature.” The debate over the name itself, as seen
in essays by McKenzie and Rushdie, is a key part of the field’s history.

148. The only epic poem available in English language is

(A) Odyssey

(B) Paradise Lost
(C) Divine Comedy
(D) Iliad

Correct Answer: (B) Paradise Lost

Solution:
Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify an epic poem written originally in the English language. The

premise " The only epic poem” is an exaggeration, but the question seeks a primary example.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:
An epic poem is a long, narrative poem, usually concerning a serious subject containing details
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of heroic deeds and events significant to a culture or nation.

- Paradise Lost by John Milton, published in 1667, is the quintessential example of a literary
epic written in English. It tells the biblical story of the Fall of Man and is renowned for its
grand scope, elevated style, and theological depth.

- The Odyssey (A) and the Iliad (D) are ancient Greek epic poems attributed to Homer.
They are foundational works of Western literature but were not written in English.

- The Divine Comedy (C) is an epic poem written by Dante Alighieri in the early 14th
century in the Italian language.

While there are other epic poems in English (e.g., Beowulf in Old English, Spenser’s The Faerie
Queene), Paradise Lost is the most famous and influential literary epic written in modern En-
glish.

Step 3: Final Answer:
Of the options given, Paradise Lost is the epic poem originally written in the English language.

9 Quick Tip

When asked about the great epics, remember their origins:
- lliad & Odyssey — Homer (Ancient Greek)

- Aeneid — Virgil (Latin)

- Divine Comedy — Dante (Italian)

- Paradise Lost — Milton (English)

149. Which of the following is written in the rhyming couplet, or two lines of po-
etry, written in iambic pentameter?

Correct Answer: (D) Heroic couplet

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks for the specific term that describes a pair of rhyming lines written in iambic
pentameter.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

This is the precise definition of a Heroic couplet.
- Couplet: A pair of successive lines of verse that rhyme and are of the same length.
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- Iambic Pentameter: A line of ten syllables with an alternating unstressed-stressed pattern.
- Heroic Couplet: A rhyming couplet written in iambic pentameter. This form was famously
used by poets like Geoffrey Chaucer, John Dryden, and Alexander Pope. It is called ”heroic”
because in English it was often used for epic or heroic poetry.

A Sonnet is a 14-line poem, an Ode is a lyric poem of praise, and a Lyric is a broad category
of poetry expressing personal emotions.

Step 3: Final Answer:
A rhyming couplet written in iambic pentameter is called a heroic couplet.

9 Quick Tip

Break down the term:

- Couplet = two rhyming lines.

- Heroic = the meter is iambic pentameter.

Shakespeare often ended his sonnets and dramatic scenes with a heroic couplet.

150. ”She Stoops to Conquer” by Oliver Goldsmith is a

(A)

(B) Epic Poem
(C) Essay
(D)

D) Mock-epic poem

Correct Answer: (A) Drama

Solution:

Step 1: Understanding the Question:
The question asks to identify the literary form of Oliver Goldsmith’s work, She Stoops to Con-
quer.

Step 2: Detailed Explanation:

She Stoops to Conquer, or The Mistakes of a Night is a famous drama (a play) by the Irish
author Oliver Goldsmith.

It was first performed in London in 1773. It is a comedy of manners, and it remains one of the
few plays from the 18th century to have an enduring appeal, frequently being revived on stage.
It is celebrated for its humor and satirical portrayal of the upper class.

It is not an epic poem, an essay, or a mock-epic.

Step 3: Final Answer:
”She Stoops to Conquer” by Oliver Goldsmith is a drama.
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9 Quick Tip

Associate 18th-century authors with their major works and genres:

- Oliver Goldsmith — She Stoops to Conquer (play), The Vicar of Wakefield (novel).
- Richard Brinsley Sheridan — The School for Scandal, The Rivals (plays).

- Alexander Pope — The Rape of the Lock (mock-epic poem).
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