TOEFL Integrated Writing task

Sample Reading Passage:

The water on the west coast of North America used to contain several Sea Otters (small
mammals), starting from California to Alaska. However, in these few years, the population of
Sea Otters on this Alaskan coast has rapidly declined. Moreover, this has started directly
affecting its coastal ecosystem because of its important role in maintaining a balance. With
several concerns rising now, many investigators have started investigating this matter. They
found it was mainly because of two reasons. One is due to attacks by predators, and the second
is environmental pollution.

Environment pollution is one of the reasons because of the fact that there is a pollution source
on the Alaskan coast, i.e., oil rigs. Also, investigators took water samples to test the chemical
content in it. The result was high enough to affect the immune system of water creatures, which
may result in death.

Another piece of evidence pointing out water pollution as its main culprit was a similar case of
decline in other sea mammals, like the seal. This proved that whatever was causing the death of
Sea Otters was also taking the lives of other sea mammals. Two things can affect an entire
species. It can either be water pollution or a large water predator like orcas.

Finally, researchers also blamed the pollution hypothesis for explaining the uneven decline of
Sea Otter. In other words, due to ocean currents and other natural factors, the pollution may
have concentrated unevenly along the coast resulting in the death of mammals in that part.

Question 2: Summarise the belief of the lecturer and how they relate to this reading passage
given below.



