
GMAT AWA Practice paper

1. The following appeared in the health section of a magazine on trends and lifestyles:

"People who use the artificial sweetener aspartame are better off consuming sugar,
since aspartame can actually contribute to weight gain rather than weight loss. For
example, high levels of aspartame have been shown to trigger a craving for food by
depleting the brain of a chemical that registers satiety, or the sense of being full.
Furthermore, studies suggest that sugars, if consumed after at least 45 minutes of
continuous exercise, actually enhance the body’s ability to burn fat. Consequently, those
who drink aspartame-sweetened juices after exercise will also lose this calorie-burning
benefit. Thus, it appears that people consuming aspartame rather than sugar are
unlikely to achieve their dietary goals."

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to
analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument.

2. The following appeared in the opinion column of a financial magazine:

"On average, middle-aged consumers devote 39 percent of their retail expenditure to
department store products and services, while for younger consumers the average is
only 25 percent. Since the number of middle-aged people will increase dramatically
within the next decade, department stores can expect retail sales to increase
significantly during that period. Furthermore, to take advantage of the trend, these stores
should begin to replace some of those products intended to attract the younger
consumer with products intended to attract the middle-aged consumer."

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to
analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you
may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what
alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion

3. The following appeared as part of an editorial in an industry newsletter:

"While trucking companies that deliver goods pay only a portion of highway maintenance
costs and no property tax on the highways they use, railways spend billions per year
maintaining and upgrading their facilities. The government should lower the railroad
companies’ property taxes, since sending goods by rail is clearly a more appropriate
mode of ground transportation than highway shipping. For one thing, trains consume
only a third of the fuel a truck would use to carry the same load, making them a more
cost-effective and environmentally sound mode of transport. Furthermore, since rail lines
already exist, increases in rail traffic would not require building new lines at the expense
of taxpaying citizens."



Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to
analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument.

4. The following was excerpted from the speech of a spokesperson for Synthetic Farm
Products, Inc.:

"Many farmers who invested in the equipment needed to make the switch from synthetic
to organic fertilizers and pesticides feel that it would be too expensive to resume
synthetic farming at this point. But studies of farmers who switched to organic farming
last year indicate that their current crop yields are lower. Hence their purchase of organic
farming equipment, a relatively minor investment compared to the losses that would
result from continued lower crop yields, cannot justify persisting on an unwise course.
And the choice to farm organically is financially unwise, given that it was motivated by
environmental rather than economic concerns."

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion, be sure to
analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you
may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what
alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion.


