
TOEFL SPEAKING SAMPLE QUESTIONS

1. Some people enjoy taking risks and trying new things. Others are not adventurous;
they are cautious and prefer to avoid danger. Which behavior do you think is better?

2. Directions: The University is making a change in the courses it will offer. Read the article
from the university newspaper about the change. Give yourself 45 seconds to read the
article.
Sculpture Courses to Be Discontinued
University administrators announced yesterday that the sculpture program, a division of
the art department, will be eliminated. “The main reason is a lack of student interest,”
reported one administrator. “Although the number of art students has increased, fewer
and fewer art majors are taking sculpture classes.” Furthermore, the department’s only
sculpture professor is retiring this year. “Given the art department’s limited budget,” the
administrator explained, “it just doesn’t make sense to hire a new full-time professor to
teach sculpture for only a handful of students.”

Directions: Read the transcript.
Narrator -Now listen to two students discussing the article.
Male student -Everything alright?
Female student -Yeah, I’m just upset about that article I showed you this morning …
Male student -Why, what’s the big deal?
Female student - Well, as an art major, I think it’s a big loss for the department. The
university’s got it all wrong.
Male student - What do you mean?
Female student - Well, the low enrollment isn’t because art majors don’t want to take
these classes. The problem is, who has time to take them when there are so many other
requirements?
Male student- I don’t understand.
Female student - See, the classes they’re eliminating are all optional. The required
courses are mostly painting and drawing, and they take up all our time. What we really
need are different requirements—then art majors could take a better variety of classes
… all the things we’re interested in.
Male student - That makes sense. But, the thing about the professor …
Female student- Well, that’s true. But still, they’re being drastic. If money’s the problem,
they could hire a part-time professor! Or, most of the professors in the department
have secondary fields …
Male student - Really?
Female student- Yeah! At least a few painting teachers are also great sculptors. I’m sure
one of them could teach a class.

The woman expresses her opinion of the university’s plan. State her opinion and
explain the reasons she gives for holding that opinion.



3. Some people think it is more fun to spend time with friends in restaurants or cafés.
Others think it is more fun to spend time with friends at home. Which do you think is
better? Explain why.
Preparation Time: 15 seconds
Response Time: 45 seconds

4. Elaborate upon your agreement or disagreement on the fact that celebrities should not
hide their personal life issues from the media.

5. Indian students aspiring to study abroad must be fluent in a foreign language other than
English. Do you agree or disagree?

6. Some students prefer to switch off their phones while studying, and some use it for the
same. Which one do you prefer to choose and why?

7. While choosing your roommate abroad, which is the quality you will look for the most out
of- Quietness, Cleanliness, Friendliness?

8. Electronic Books, Smartphones, or Online classes, which out of these is the best
technological inventions for students.

9. You are required by your school to join a club. Which type of club would you choose?
a) academic
b) sports
c) Volunteer

10. You have been asked to choose between two apartments to live in next semester: one
apartment is near the campus but slightly expensive, and the other is a little far from campus but
cheaper. Which one would you prefer and why?


