
GMAT AWA Practice Test 16

GMAT Practice question 1

The following appeared as part of an article on government funding of
environmental regulatory agencies: “When scientists finally learn how to
create large amounts of copper from other chemical elements, the regulation
of copper mining will become unnecessary. For one thing, since the amount of
potentially available copper will no longer be limited by the quantity of actual
copper deposits, the problem of over-mining will quickly be eliminated
altogether. For another, manufacturers will not need to use synthetic copper
substitutes, the production of which creates pollutants. Thus, since two
problems will be settled—over-mining and pollution—it makes good sense to
reduce funding for mining regulation and either save the money or reallocate it
where it is needed more.” Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

GMAT Practice question 2

The following appeared as part of an article in a popular science magazine:
“Scientists must typically work 60 to 80 hours a week if they hope to further
their careers; consequently, good and affordable all-day child care must be
made available to both male and female scientists if they are to advance in
their fields. Moreover, requirements for career advancement must be made
more flexible so that preschool-age children can spend a significant portion of
each day with a parent.” Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.



GMAT Practice question 3

The following appeared as part of a recommendation by one of the directors
of the Beta Company: “The Alpha Company has just reduced its workforce by
laying off 15 percent of its employees in all divisions and at all levels, and it is
encouraging early retirement for other employees. As you know, the Beta
Company manufactures some products similar to Alpha’s, but our profits have
fallen over the last few years. To improve Beta’s competitive position, we
should try to hire a significant number of Alpha’s former workers, since these
experienced workers can provide valuable information about Alpha’s
successful methods, will require little training, and will be particularly
motivated to compete against Alpha.” Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

GMAT Practice question 4

The following appeared in a memorandum from the CEO of a consumer
electronics manufacturing firm to the head of the company's human resources
department, who is responsible for hiring new employees: “Eight years ago,
our firm’s profits were increasing with each new employee we added. We
discovered that each employee had the skills and motivation to generate more
revenue for the firm than his or her salary cost us. However, for the past two
years, our profit margin has been falling, even though we have continued to
add employees. Thus, our newer employees are not generating enough
revenue to justify their salaries. We must not be hiring new employees with
the same level of skills and motivation as those we used to attract. Clearly,
then, failures in the human resources department account for our falling
profits.” Discuss how well reasoned . . .etc.



GMAT Practice question 5

The following appeared in a memorandum from the director of human
resources to the executive officers of Company X: “Last year, we surveyed our
employees on improvements needed at Company X by having them rank, in
order of importance, the issues presented in a list of possible improvements.
Improved communications between employees and management was
consistently ranked as the issue of highest importance by the employees who
responded to the survey. As you know, we have since instituted regular
communications sessions conducted by high-level management, which the
employees can attend on a voluntary basis. Therefore, it is likely that most
employees at Company X now feel that the improvement most needed at the
company has been made.” Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

GMAT Practice question 6

The following appeared in a memorandum from the vice president of Road
Food, an international chain of fast-food restaurants: “This past year, we spent
almost as much on advertising as did our main competitor, Street Eats, which
has fewer restaurants than we do. Although it appeared at first that our
advertising agency had created a campaign along the lines we suggested, in
fact our total profits were lower than those of Street Eats. In order to motivate
our advertising agency to perform better, we should start basing the amount
that we pay it on how much total profit we make each year.” Discuss how well
reasoned . . . etc.


