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First, give yourself three minutes to read this article:

The idea of living on other planets has captivated humanity for centuries, with the moon being an especially attractive destination.
While the idea of a permanent human settlement on the moon is tantalizing, it is likely to remain unattainable for now. Despite the
remarkable progress made in space exploration, numerous difficulties persist.

The moon'’s environment presents a multitude of challenges for sustaining human life. Unlike Earth, the moon lacks a substantial
atmosphere, which means people living there would be vulnerable to meteoroid impacts and solar radiation. Overcoming these
hazards would require extensive advancements in radiation shielding and meteoroid defense systems far beyond our current level
of technology. It might take decades to reach a level that would make permanent human settlement on the moon sufficiently safe.

Another crucial obstacle is the scarcity of essential resources on the moon. The moon lacks resources that sustain life on Earth such
as breathable air and fertile soil. Without these things, maintaining a permanent human settlement would be difficult. For instance,
transporting large quantities of vital supplies like water and soil from Earth to the moon would be an incredibly expensive process.
It is unlikely that nations on earth will want to take on this cost in the near future.

Beyond these challenges, the psychological and social implications of a permanent lunar settlement cannot be overlooked. Humans
are inherently social beings, and isolation on the moon for extended periods could have detrimental effects on our mental health
and interpersonal relationships. The absence of natural ecosystems, changing landscapes, and the artistic experiences common on
Earth would likely lead to feelings of monotony, disconnection, and psychological distress among the lunar inhabitants. These
feelings could endanger the entire settlement.

Next, listen to the following lecture:
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You have twenty minutes to answer the following question. You can refer to the article as you write your essay. You may not listen to the
lecture again.

I Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they oppose specific points made in the reading passage



TOEFL Writing for an Academic Discussion Task Sample Paper

Your professor is teaching a class on marketing. Write a post responding to the professor’s question. In your response, you should
¢ express and support your personal opinion
* make a contribution to the discussion in your own words

An effective response will contain at least 100 words. You have ten minutes to write.

Professor: As | briefly mentioned in class last week, starting a small business involves both risks and rewards. So, let’s explore this

topic a little more. Before we meet again next week, | would like to have your responses to this question: If you were offered a position
with a large company and also an opportunity to start your own business, which would you choose to do? Why?

Jack: | would definitely prefer employment in a large company because it would provide a regular salary and benefits like health

insurance and retirement options. And | would have more regular hours. Starting a business would be more than | would want to
take on, especially at this stage of my career.

Emily: I've always been more of a risk-taker, so the idea of starting a business appeals to me. Once the business was off the ground, it

would offer more potential for a higher income as well. I'm not afraid to work hard and | really like to be able to make my own
decisions, which | would be able to do as an owner.



