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First, give yourself three minutes to read this article:

Olive trees, which are a critical component of Mediterranean agriculture, are threatened by a bacterium which causes a disease
called quick decline syndrome (QDS). This bacteria can quickly destroy the trees and has already devastated entire olive groves in
Italy and Spain. There are several methods to protect olive trees from QDS, but the following three are widely considered to be the
most effective.

Early detection of the bacteria is critical to preventing the spread of the disease. Farmers should regularly inspect their trees and
look for signs of disease, such as yellowing and withering leaves, dying branches, and slow growth. If a tree shows signs of infection,
it should be immediately removed and burned to prevent the spread of the bacterium to other trees. The government and
agricultural organizations can also play a significant role in early detection by encouraging farmers to take part in this strategy.

Promoting the overall health of olive trees is another effective strategy to prevent the spread of the bacteria. Trees that are in good
health are better equipped to resist infections and recover from diseases. Proper irrigation, fertilization and trimming are all
essential for promoting tree health. Farmers can also plant saplings that have shown some genetic ability to resist Xylella this
disease.

Since the bacteria is transmitted to olive trees by sap-sucking insects, mainly the spittlebug, reducing the populations of such insects
is crucial in controlling the spread of the disease. The most effective method farmers can use to control insect populations is
spraying chemical insecticides. An additional strategy is to introduce natural predators of the insects, such as ladybugs, lacewings,
and wasps, which can help reduce their populations over time.

Next, listen to the following lecture:

You have twenty minutes to answer the following question. You can refer to the article as you write your essay. You may not listen to the
lecture again.

| Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they oppose specific points made in the reading passage



TOEFL Writing for an Academic Discussion Task Sample Paper

Your professor is teaching a class on marketing. Write a post responding to the professor’s question. In your response, you should

¢ express and support your personal opinion
¢ make a contribution to the discussion in your own words

An effective response will contain at least 100 words. You have ten minutes to write.

Professor: As you know, city governments have a responsibility to improve the lives of residents. In today’s class we're going to

discuss the best way for them to do that. What strategy do you think governments should use to improve the overall quality of life of
residents? Why do you think it's important?

Maria: | think investing in infrastructure should be the main priority for every local government. This could include things like
repairing roads and bridges, expanding public transportation, and improving access to clean water and sanitation. When cities have

good infrastructure it's easier for residents to get around, and new businesses are attracted to the area. They also experience fewer
serious accidents.

Tom: While | agree that infrastructure is important, | think that social programs should also be a major focus. The government
could invest in things like education, affordable housing, and healthcare, which can help address issues like poverty, inequality, and

access to basic needs. By providing these types of services, the government can help improve people’s well-being. These are things
that everyone benefits from... unlike a road which is only used by people who drive cars.



