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First, give yourself three minutes to read this article:

For hundreds of years, several civilizations flourished in the Eastern Mediterranean region. However, around the end of the twelfth
century BCE almost all of these civilizations suddenly collapsed. Historians call this event the Late Bronze Age Collapse. The
suddenness and mysteriousness of this collapse have given rise to a few theories about what actually caused it.

One of the leading theories suggests that climate change was a significant factor in the collapse. It is possible that climate change
caused a long period of drought and famine, which negatively affected agricultural production. This, coupled with earthquakes and
other natural disasters, could have led to widespread food shortages and migration away from impacted areas. The combination of
all these factors may have weakened the governments of the area, making them extremely vulnerable.

Another theory suggests that the collapse occurred when a group of seafaring pirates called the “Sea Peoples” invaded the region.
The Sea Peoples came from outside of the Mediterranean and were known for their advanced sailing technology and military tactics,
advantages which allowed them to raid and plunder coastal cities and settlements. The attacks of the Sea Peoples may have
disrupted trade routes and slowly weakened the militaries of the local civilizations.

A third theory suggests that the collapse was caused by the instability of the political and economic systems of all Late Bronze Age
civilizations. Empires of the time were highly centralized and wealth and power were almost entirely in the hands of a few elites. This
may have created social and economic inequalities that eventually led to widespread dissatisfaction and rebellion. The inability of
the governments of the time to deal with these factors may have ultimately led to their collapse.

Next, listen to the following lecture:
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You have twenty minutes to answer the following question. You can refer to the article as you write your essay. You may not listen to the
lecture again.

Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they oppose specific points made in the reading passage



TOEFL Writing for an Academic Discussion Task Sample Paper

Your professor is teaching a class on marketing. Write a post responding to the professor’s question. In your response, you should
¢ express and support your personal opinion
¢ make a contribution to the discussion in your own words

An effective response will contain at least 100 words. You have ten minutes to write.

Professor: A new story about Artificial Intelligence (Al) is in the news almost every day. And, of course, companies are spending an
enormous amount of money to develop new technologies related to Al. Before next class, | want you to consider the following
question: Is Al a dangerous technology that, overall, will be harmful to society, or is it a powerful tool that will improve the lives of
people?

Megan: Personally, | think Al is a threat. As Al advances, many jobs may become automated, leaving people without work. That will
certainly increase income inequality. Additionally, there's the risk that Al systems could be programmed with biases or used to
discriminate against certain groups. We need to be careful and ensure that Al is developed in an ethical and responsible way.
Since we can't guarantee that right now, | think it is best to slow down.

David: | disagree with Megan. I'm of the opinion that Al has the potential to solve many of the world’s problems, from climate

change to disease. Additionally, Al can help us make better decisions by analyzing vast amounts of data and identifying patterns
that humans may miss. That said, | agree with Megan that we must ensure that Al is developed and used in a responsible way that

benefits society as a whole.



