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First, give yourself three minutes to read this article:

The idea of colonizing asteroids has long been a topic of fascination and speculation in science fiction and popular culture. In recent
years, however, the idea of asteroid colonization has become more realistic and feasible, thanks to advances in technology and
space exploration. There are many potential benefits to colonizing asteroids, and these benefits make the pursuit of asteroid
colonization a worthwhile endeavor.

One of the most obvious benefits of asteroid colonization is the scientific potential. Asteroids provide a unique environment for
scientific research due to their small size, low gravity, and lack of atmosphere. Research conducted in these environments could
provide valuable insights related to many different academic fields. Not only that, but asteroids could also serve as stepping stones
for future missions to other destinations in the solar system, such as Mars or the moons of Jupiter and Saturn.

Another benefit of asteroid colonization is the potential for economic growth and development. Natural resources mined on
asteroids could create new industries and job opportunities, which would generate significant revenue for both governments and
private companies. Asteroid mining could also reduce the need for resource extraction on Earth, which could help to preserve our
planet’s natural environment.

In addition to economic benefits, asteroid colonization could also have important implications for the long-term survival of
humanity. Asteroids could serve as potential refuge for humans in the event of a large-scale disaster on Earth, such as an asteroid
impact or a nuclear war. Even if such a disaster doesn’t occur, asteroids could provide valuable information regarding the origins
and evolution of the solar system, and how life emerged here in the first place.

Next, listen to the following lecture:
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You have twenty minutes to answer the following question. You can refer to the article as you write your essay. You may not listen to the
lecture again.

I Summarize the points made in the lecture, being sure to explain how they oppose specific points made in the reading passage



TOEFL Writing for an Academic Discussion Task Sample Paper

Your professor is teaching a class on marketing. Write a post responding to the professor’s question. In your response, you should

¢ express and support your personal opinion
¢ make a contribution to the discussion in your own words

An effective response will contain at least 100 words. You have ten minutes to write.

Professor: Today, we're discussing the ethics of targeted advertising. Some people argue that online advertising which uses
personal information to target specific people is an invasion of privacy. Others argue that it's simply an acceptable way to reach
consumers with products and services they're interested in. What's your take? Do you think targeted advertising is ethical, or is it an
invasion of privacy?

Jessica: | think targeted advertising is an invasion of privacy. Advertisers shouldn't be able to track and use our personal
information to sell us products. It's not fair to consumers, and it's a violation of our rights. Instead, advertisers should focus on
creating high-quality ads that appeal to a broad audience. By doing that they can both increase their sales and show respect for
their customers.

Mike: | disagree with Jessica. To me, targeted advertising is ethical. It's a more efficient way to reach consumers with products and
services that are relevant to their interests. With the money they save by using more effective marketing techniques, companies
can afford to offer lower prices to their customers. Plus, we can always opt-out of targeted advertising by adjusting our privacy
settings. As long as we get a choice, | think targeted advertising can be beneficial.



