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GMAT Essay practice question 1

1. The following appeared as part of an article in a trade
magazine:

“During a recent trial period in which government inspections at

selected meat-processing plants were more frequent, the number of

bacteria in samples of processed chicken decreased by 50 percent on

average from the previous year’s level. If the government were to

institute more frequent inspections, the incidence of stomach and

intestinal infections throughout the country could thus be cut in half. In

the meantime, consumers of Excel Meats should be safe from infection

because Excel’s main processing plant has shown more improvement

in eliminating bacterial contamination than any other plant cited in the

government report.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.
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2. The following appeared as part of an annual report sent to

stockholders by Olympic Foods, a processor of frozen foods:



“Over time, the costs of processing go down because as organizations

learn how to do things better, they become more efficient. In color film

processing, for example, the cost of a 3-by-5-inch print fell from 50

cents for five-day service in 1970 to 20 cents for one-day service in 1984.

The same principle applies to the processing of food. And since Olympic

Foods will soon celebrate its 25th birthday, we can expect that our long

experience will enable us to minimize costs and thus maximize profits.”
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3. The following appeared in a memorandum from the business

department of the Apogee Company:

“When the Apogee Company had all its operations in one location, it

was more profitable than it is today. Therefore, the Apogee Company

should close down its field offices and conduct all its operations from a

single location. Such centralization would improve profitability by

cutting costs and helping the company maintain better supervision of

all employees.”



Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.
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4. The following appeared in a memorandum issued by a large city’s

council on the arts:

“In a recent citywide poll, 15 percent more residents said that they

watch television programs about the visual arts than was the case in a

poll conducted five years ago. During these past five years, the number

of people visiting our city’s art museums has increased by a similar

percentage. Since the corporate funding that supports public television,

where most of the visual arts programs appear, is now being

threatened with severe cuts, we can expect that attendance at our

city’s art museums will also start to decrease. Thus some of the city’s

funds for supporting the arts should be reallocated to public television.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.
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5. The following appeared in an announcement issued by the publisher



of The Mercury, a weekly newspaper:

“Since a competing lower-priced newspaper, The Bugle, was started

five years ago, The Mercury’s circulation has declined by 10,000 readers.

The best way to get more people to read The Mercury is to reduce its

price below that of The Bugle, at least until circulation increases to

former levels. The increased circulation of The Mercury will attract more

businesses to buy advertising space in the paper.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.


