GRE AWA Practice Test 2 - Argument

Question 1

The following appeared in a memorandum written by the vice president of Nature's Way, a chain of stores
selling health food and other health-related products. "Previous experience has shown that our stores are
most profitable in areas where residents are highly concerned with leading healthy lives. We should
therefore build our next new store in Plainsville, which has many such residents. Plainsville merchants
report that sales of running shoes and exercise clothing are at all-time highs. The local health club, which
nearly closed five years ago due to lack of business, has more members than ever, and the weight training
and aerobics classes are always full. We can even anticipate a new generation of customers: Plainsville's
schoolchildren are required to participate in a 'fitness for life' program, which emphasizes the benefits of
regular exercise at an early age."

Question 2

The following appeared in a newspaper article about law firms in the city of Megalopolis. In Megalopolis,
the number of law school graduates who went to work for large, corporate firms declined by 15 percent
over the last three years, whereas an increasing number of graduates took jobs at small, general practice
firms. Even though large firms usually offer much higher salaries, law school graduates are choosing to
work for the smaller firms most likely because they experience greater job satisfaction at smaller firms. In
a survey of first-year students at a leading law school, most agreed with the statement that earning a high
salary was less important to them than job satisfaction. This finding suggests that the large, corporate
firms of Megalopolis will need to offer graduates more benefits and incentives and reduce the number of
hours they must work.

Question 3

The following appeared in the business section of a newspaper. "Given that the number of people in our
country with some form of arthritis is expected to rise from 40 million to 60 million over the next twenty
years, pharmaceutical companies that produce drugs for the treatment of arthritis should be very
profitable. Many analysts believe that in ten years Becton Pharmaceuticals, which makes Xenon, the
best-selling drug treatment for arthritis, will be the most profitable pharmaceutical company. But the
patent on Xenon expires in three years, and other companies will then be able to produce a cheaper
version of the drug. Thus, it is more likely that in ten years the most profitable pharmaceutical company
will be Perkins Pharmaceuticals, maker of a new drug called Xylan, which clinical studies show is
preferred over Xenon by seven out of ten patients suffering from the most extreme cases of arthritis."

Question 4

The following appeared in a letter to the editor of the Clearview newspaper. "In the next mayoral election,
residents of Clearview should vote for Ann Green, who is a member of the Good Earth Coalition, rather
than for Frank Braun, a member of the Clearview town council, because the current members are not
protecting our environment. For example, during the past year the number of factories in Clearview has
doubled, air pollution levels have increased, and the local hospital has treated 25 percent more patients
with respiratory illnesses. If we elect Ann Green, the environmental problems in Clearview will certainly
be solved."

Question 5
The following appeared in a memo from the mayor of the town of West Egg. "Two years ago, our

consultants predicted that West Egg's landfill, which is used for garbage disposal, would be completely
filled within five years. During the past two years, however, town residents have been recycling twice as



much aluminum and paper as they did in previous years. Next month the amount of material recycled
should further increase, since charges for garbage pickup will double. Furthermore, over ninety percent of
the respondents to a recent survey said that they would do more recycling in the future. Because of our
residents' strong commitment to recycling, the available space in our landfill should last for considerably
longer than predicted."



