
GRE AWA Practice Test 1 - Issue

Question 1
Hospital statistics regarding people who go to the emergency room after roller-skating accidents indicate
the need for more protective equipment. Within that group of people, 75 percent of those who had
accidents in streets or parking lots had not been wearing any protective clothing (helmets, knee pads, etc.)
or any light-reflecting material (clip-on lights, glow-in-the-dark wrist pads, etc.). Clearly, the statistics
indicate that by investing in high-quality protective gear and reflective equipment, roller skaters will
greatly reduce their risk of being severely injured in an accident.

Write a response in which you
• examine the unstated assumptions of the argument above and
• explain how the argument depends on the assumptions and what the implications are if the assumptions
prove unwarranted.

Question 2
The best ideas arise from a passionate interest in commonplace things.

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement above and explain your reasoning for
the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the
statement might or might not hold true and explain how those considerations shape your position.

Question 3
The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government, industry, or other
fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons or examples that
could be used to challenge your position.

Question 4
The following is taken from a memo from the advertising director of the Super Screen Movie Production
Company. “According to a recent report from our marketing department, during the past year, fewer
people attended Super Screen-produced movies than in any other year. And yet the percentage of positive
reviews by movie reviewers about specific Super Screen movies actually increased during the past year.
Clearly, the contents of these reviews are not reaching enough of our prospective viewers. Thus, the
problem lies not with the quality of our movies but with the public's lack of awareness that movies of
good quality are available. Super Screen should therefore allocate a greater share of its budget next year
to reaching the public through advertising.”

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide
whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain
how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

Question 5

Governments should focus on solving the immediate problems of today rather than on trying to solve the
anticipated problems of the future.



Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide
whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain
how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.


