
GMAT RC Practice Test 8

Question 1
Adapted from Scientific American Supplement No. 1157 Vol. XLV (March 5th, 1898)

Since William II of Germany ascended the throne as German Emperor and King of Prussia on June 15,
1888, the eyes of Europe have been fixed on him. The press of the world delights in showing up his weak
points, and the "war lord" undoubtedly has them, but, at the same time, he has qualities which are to be
admired and which make him conspicuous among the rulers of Europe.

He is popular in Germany, and it is not surprising, for, in spite of being autocratic to the last degree, he is
honest, courageous, ambitious, hard working, and a thorough German, being intensely patriotic. Indeed, if
the people of Germany had the right to vote, they would undoubtedly choose their present ruler, for, while
the virtues we have named may seem commonplace, they are not so when embodied in an emperor. One
thing which places William at a disadvantage is his excessive frankness. His mistakes have largely
resulted from his impulsive nature coupled with chauvinism, which is, perhaps, excusable, in a ruler.

Since the time when William was a child, he evidenced a strong desire to become acquainted with the
details of the office to which his lofty birth entitled him. In the army he has worked his way up like any
other officer and has a firm grasp on all the multifarious details of the military establishment of the great
country. He believes in militarism, or in force, to use a more common expression, but in this he is right,
for it has taken two hundred and fifty years to bring Prussia to the position it now holds, and what it has
gained at the point of the sword must be retained in the same way. The immense sacrifices which the
people make to support the army and navy are deemed necessary for self-preservation, and with France on
one side and Russia on the other, there really seems to be ample excuse for it.

The main idea of this passage is best summarized as __________.

Possible Answers:
William II is a danger to the rest of Europe due to his excessive militarism.

William II is the greatest and most powerful ruler in Europe and is deserving of more respect than he
receives.

William II, despite being of foreign birth, perfectly captures the spirit of contemporary Germany.

William II is perfectly fit for the office of emperor, notwithstanding his excessive frankness.

William II is a rare and virtuous ruler who embodies all the best qualities of his subjects.

Question 2
Adapted from The Family Among the Australian Aborigines: a Sociological Study by Bronislaw
Malinowski (1913)



It seems beyond doubt that in the aboriginal society the husband exercised almost complete authority over
his wife; she was entirely in his hands and he might ill-treat her, provided he did not kill her. Out of our
thirty statements, in six cases (Kurnai, Bangerang, Lower Murray tribes, according to Bonney,
Geawe-Gal, Port Jackson tribes, North-west Central Queenslanders) the absolute authority of the husband
is explicitly affirmed. We read in them either the bare statement that the husband had an absolute power
over his family; or, in the better of them, we are more exactly informed that he had only to abstain from
inflicting death on his wife. It was the latter's kinsman who would avenge her (Kurnai, Bangerang,
North-west Central Queenslanders). It is difficult to ascertain in what form society would interfere with
the husband if he transgressed the limits of his legal authority, i. e. killed his wife. Curr informs us that the
woman's relatives would avenge her death. Howitt says that there would ensue a blood feud, which comes
nearly to the same. It is very probable that the woman's kin retained some rights of protection. The
remaining statements implicitly declare that the husband's authority was very extensive. (Encounter Bay
tribes according to Meyer; New South Wales tribes according to Hodgson; Port Stephens tribes according
to R. Dawson; Arunta; Herbert River tribes; Queenslanders according to Palmer; Moreton Bay tribes
according to J. D. Lang; South-Western tribes according to Salvado; West Australians according to Grey.)
It is clear that wherever we read of excessive harshness and bad treatment, wounds, blows inflicted on
women, the husband must possess the authority to do it; in other words, he does not find any social barrier
preventing him from ill-treatment. Especially as, in these statements, such ill-treatment is mentioned to be
the rule and not an exception. In two statements we can gather no information on this point. According to
the statement of J. Dawson on the West Victoria tribes, the husband's authority appears strictly limited by
the potential intervention of the chief, who could even divorce the woman if she complained. But Curr
warns us against Dawson's information concerning the chief and his power. Curr's arguments appear to be
very conclusive. Too much weight cannot be attached, therefore, to Dawson's exceptional statement.
Discarding it, we see that we have on this point fairly clear information. We may assume that society
interfered but seldom with the husband, in fact, only in the extreme case of his killing his wife. Six
statements are directly, and the remainder indirectly, in favor of this view, and the only one contradictory
is not very trustworthy.

Which of the following statements best summarizes the author's purpose in writing this passage?

Possible Answers:
To compare the marriage practices of Australian aboriginals to those of other indigenous societies

To promote Western marriage values over those of Australian aboriginal societies

To belittle and mock the marriage practices of Australian aboriginal societies

To outline the nature of authority in marriages among Australian aboriginal societies

To argue with other academics who have studied the marriage practices of societies around the world

Question 3
The days of the amateur in intercollegiate athletics are numbered. College athletes are amateurs only in
name and in the ill-defined mandates of outdated policies. They generate annual revenues which are



estimated to be over $15 billion in the United States alone. Their efforts and images generate income
from ticket sales, television and radio contracts, and merchandising. Yet, the bulk of this money goes
directly to individual universities who then enforce codes that keep athletes from having the same
opportunities to earn money as their peers. Clearly, it is time for American colleges to reevaluate this
injustice.

Recent lawsuits involving the use images of current and former athletes in video games has shed light on
just how draconian the treatment of college athletes can be. While millions of dollars are generated from
video game sales, the same students whose images adorn the games cannot hold part-time jobs nor can
they be given airfare to return home in time of family crisis unless it involves a death. Little or no health
insurance or benefits are provided for athletes to deal with the after-effects of injuries that often last long
after the student has left college. Unlike most colleges students athletes, in many ways, are treated more
like indentured servants than like the highly visible and high valuable representatives of their institutions
that they are.

The purpose of the article is to ________________.

Possible Answers:
prove that most college athletes did not know how strict policies would be when they enrolled

compare the treatment of American college athletes with those in other countries

support a claim that American colleges should no longer sponsor athletics programs

demonstrate who unfair the current treatment of college athletes is

offer suggestions for improving conditions for college athletes


