GMAT RC Practice Test 7
Question 1
Adapted from “Introductory Remarks” in The Interpretation of Dreams by Sigmund Freud (trans. 1913)

In attempting to discuss the interpretation of dreams, I do not believe that I have overstepped the bounds
of neuropathological interest. For, when investigated psychologically, the dream proves to be the first link
in a chain of abnormal psychic structures whose other links—the hysterical phobia, the obsession, and the
delusion—must interest the physician for practical reasons. The dream can lay no claim to a
corresponding practical significance; however, its theoretical value is very great, and one who cannot
explain the origin of the content of dreams will strive in vain to understand phobias, obsessive and
delusional ideas, and likewise their therapeutic importance.

While this relationship makes our subject important, it is responsible also for the deficiencies in this work.
The surfaces of fracture, which will be frequently discussed, correspond to many points of contact where
the problem of dream formation informs more comprehensive problems of psychopathology which cannot
be discussed here. These larger issues will be elaborated upon in the future.

Peculiarities in the material I have used to elucidate the interpretation of dreams have rendered this
publication difficult. The work itself will demonstrate why all dreams related in scientific literature or
collected by others had to remain useless for my purpose. In choosing my examples, I had to limit myself
to considering my own dreams and those of my patients who were under psychoanalytic treatment. I was
restrained from utilizing material derived from my patients' dreams by the fact that during their treatment,
the dream processes were subjected to an undesirable complication—the intermixture of neurotic
characters. On the other hand, in discussing my own dreams, I was obliged to expose more of the
intimacies of my psychic life than I should like, more so than generally falls to the task of an author who
is not a poet but an investigator of nature. This was painful, but unavoidable; I had to put up with the
inevitable in order to demonstrate the truth of my psychological results at all. To be sure, I disguised some
of my indiscretions through omissions and substitutions, though I feel that these detract from the value of
the examples in which they appear. I can only express the hope that the reader of this work, putting
himself in my difficult position, will show patience, and also that anyone inclined to take offense at any of
the reported dreams will concede freedom of thought at least to the dream life.

The author of this passage is most interested in

Possible Answers:
the workings of the human mind

the role of criticism in science
the ability of certain dreams to foreshadow future events
the physical structure of the brain

the similarities between human brains and the brains of other mammals



Question 2
Adapted from “Introductory Remarks” in The Interpretation of Dreams by Sigmund Freud (trans. 1913)

In attempting to discuss the interpretation of dreams, I do not believe that I have overstepped the bounds
of neuropathological interest. For, when investigated psychologically, the dream proves to be the first link
in a chain of abnormal psychic structures whose other links—the hysterical phobia, the obsession, and the
delusion—must interest the physician for practical reasons. The dream can lay no claim to a
corresponding practical significance; however, its theoretical value is very great, and one who cannot
explain the origin of the content of dreams will strive in vain to understand phobias, obsessive and
delusional ideas, and likewise their therapeutic importance.

While this relationship makes our subject important, it is responsible also for the deficiencies in this work.
The surfaces of fracture, which will be frequently discussed, correspond to many points of contact where
the problem of dream formation informs more comprehensive problems of psychopathology which cannot
be discussed here. These larger issues will be elaborated upon in the future.

Peculiarities in the material I have used to elucidate the interpretation of dreams have rendered this
publication difficult. The work itself will demonstrate why all dreams related in scientific literature or
collected by others had to remain useless for my purpose. In choosing my examples, I had to limit myself
to considering my own dreams and those of my patients who were under psychoanalytic treatment. I was
restrained from utilizing material derived from my patients' dreams by the fact that during their treatment,
the dream processes were subjected to an undesirable complication—the intermixture of neurotic
characters. On the other hand, in discussing my own dreams, I was obliged to expose more of the
intimacies of my psychic life than I should like, more so than generally falls to the task of an author who
is not a poet but an investigator of nature. This was painful, but unavoidable; I had to put up with the
inevitable in order to demonstrate the truth of my psychological results at all. To be sure, I disguised some
of my indiscretions through omissions and substitutions, though I feel that these detract from the value of
the examples in which they appear. I can only express the hope that the reader of this work, putting
himself in my difficult position, will show patience, and also that anyone inclined to take offense at any of
the reported dreams will concede freedom of thought at least to the dream life.

The author has written this passage in order to

Possible Answers:
propose a psychological experiment

respond to a specific critic who has cast doubt on his work’s reliability
discuss common causes of nightmares
justify his work and address some of its limitations

teach the reader how to interpret his or her own dreams



Question 3
Adapted from "Federalist No. 46. The Influence of the State and Federal Governments Compared" by
James Madison in The Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay (1788)

I proceed to inquire whether the federal government or the state governments will have the advantage
with regard to the predilection and support of the people. Notwithstanding the different modes in which
they are appointed, we must consider both of them as substantially dependent on the great body of the
citizens of the United States. I assume this position here as it respects the first, reserving the proofs for
another place. The federal and state governments are in fact but different agents and trustees of the
people, constituted with different powers, and designed for different purposes. The adversaries of the
Constitution seem to have lost sight of the people altogether in their reasonings on this subject, and to
have viewed these different establishments not only as mutual rivals and enemies, but as uncontrolled by
any common superior in their efforts to usurp the authorities of each other. These gentlemen must here be
reminded of their error. They must be told that the ultimate authority, wherever the derivative may be
found, resides in the people alone, and that it will not depend merely on the comparative ambition or
address of the different governments, whether either, or which of them, will be able to enlarge its sphere
of jurisdiction at the expense of the other. Truth, no less than decency, requires that the event in every case
should be supposed to depend on the sentiments and sanction of their common constituents.

What is the main idea of the passage?
Possible Answers:
The author describes the features of the Constitution and the effects they may have on federal- and

state-level government.

The author compares features of the federal and state governments and concludes that they are very
different from one another.

The author discusses the relative unimportance of constituents in his country's current governmental
system.

The author points out flaws in his opponents' arguments in order to oppose the Constitution.

The author compares the federal and state governments, and in doing so, argues that the ultimate source of
a government's authority is the people it governs.



