
PTE Writing Practice Test 9

Question 1: Summarize Written Text

Read the passage below and summarize it using one sentence. Type your response in
the box at the bottom of the screen. You have 10 minutes to finish this task. Your
response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on how well your response
presents the key points in the passage.

Silent Movies: The 1920's movie goers experience was largely dominated by silent
movies but saw the introduction of synchronized sound. In the 1920's movie stars were
really stars - with huge salaries, the fashions and activities of the Hollywood greats
echoed around the world and 100,000 people would gather in cities all over the world,
including such diverse cities as London and Moscow, to greet Mary Pickford and
Douglas Fairbanks when they toured Europe. Early silent movies were often
accompanied by live piano or organ music and provided enormous entertainment value
to audiences captivated by the experience of watching moving pictures on the silver
screen. Although there had been previous attempts to introduce sound, it wasn’t until
1923 that a synchronized soundtrack was photographically recorded and printed on to
the side of the strip of motion picture film and made it on to a commercially distributed
movie. It would still be seven long years before taking pictures gained total supremacy
and finally replaced the silent film era. The first movie theaters were called Nickelodeons,
and were very basic compared to the luxurious picture palaces that followed but what an
aura of excitement, of laughter, fun and tears surrounded them! Before the introduction
of movie soundtracks, movies were often accompanied by scripted music from a piano.

Question 2: Write Essay

You will have 20 minutes to plan, write and revise an essay about the topic below. Your
response will be judged on how well you develop your position, organize your ideas,
present supporting details, and control the elements of standard written English. You
should write 200 - 300 words.

Many people choose to immigrate to other countries. What are the advantages and
disadvantages of living in a foreign country? Discuss with your own experience.

Sample Answers
Question 1: Summarize Written Text

Silent movies dominated the 1920s era. In the 1920s, movie stars were stars with high
stature and the fashions and activities of the Hollywood greats echoed around the world.
Early silent movies were often accompanied by live piano or organ music and provided
enormous entertainment value to audiences captivated by the experience of watching



moving pictures on the silver screen. It wasn't until 1923 that a synchronized soundtrack
was photographically recorded and printed onto the side of the strip of motion picture
film and made it onto a commercially distributed movie. The first movie theatres were
called Nickelodeons and were very basic compared to the luxurious picture palaces.
Before introducing soundtracks, movies were often accompanied by scripted music from
a piano.

Question 2: Write Essay

Recently an increasing number of people have shown interest in migrating to foreign
countries. People migrate for various reasons, including the desire to work or study
abroad. Undoubtedly there are several advantages to living overseas, yet, migration also
has several drawbacks. In the following paragraphs, I shall discuss both benefits and
drawbacks of migrating and reach a conclusion. On the one hand, it is undeniable that
the most significant perk of moving to a foreign country is having international work
experience on your resume, which will never go out of style. It demonstrates adaptability,
drive, and determination, which companies and recruiters highly value. Moreover, having
foreign experience can place you ahead of other applicants who have never worked in
international companies. Apart from that, migration can bring people together culturally.
On the other hand, starting a new life abroad comes with its own set of challenges, from
choosing a place to live to deal with various administrative issues, learning how to pay
your bills, and navigating local transportation. Moving overseas necessitates the
formation of new social and professional networks. This might be difficult, especially if
you are naturally reserved or do not know the local language fluently. Overall, it is clear
that immigration can be beneficial for migrants, but only if their rights are adequately
safeguarded. Even if some immigrants experience challenges while settling, immigration
offers a foreign country a high level of employment and economic growth.


