GMAT AWA Practice Test

The following appeared in the editorial section of a local newspaper:

“If the: paper from every morning edition of the nation's largest newspaper were collected and rendered into paper
pulp that the newspaper could reuse, about 5§ million trees would be saved each year. This kind of recycling is
unnecessary, however, since the newspaper maintains its own forests to ensure an uninterrupted supply of paper.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . elc.

The following appeared as part of a business plan recommended by the new manager of a musical rock group called
Zapped:

“To succeed financially, Zapped needs greater name recognition. It should therefore diversify its commercial
enterprises. The rock group Zonked plays the same type of music that Zapped plays, but it is much better known than
Zapped because, in addition to its concert tours and four albums, Zonked has a series of posters, a line of clothing
and accessories, and a contract with a major advertising agency to endorse a number of different products.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . elc.

The following appeared in a magazine article on trends and lifestyles:

“In general, people are not as concerned as they were a decade ago about regulating their intake of red meat and
fatty cheeses. Walk into the Heart's Delight, a store that started selling organic fruits and vegetables and whole-grain
flours in the 1960's, and you will also find a wide selection of cheeses made with high butterfat content. Next door,
the owners of the Good Earth Café, an old vegetarian restaurant, are still making a modest living, but the owners of
the new House of Beef across the street are millionaires.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . elc.

The following appeared in a memorandum from the information technology department of a major advertising firm:

“The more efficient a firm's employees are, the more profitable that firm will be. Improvements in a firm's information
technology hardware and software are a proven way 1o increase the efficiency of employees who do the majority of
their work on computers. Therefore, if our firm invests in the most powerful and advanced information technology
available, employee productivity will be maximized. This strategy ensures that every dollar spent on enhanced
information technology will help to increase our firm's profit margins.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . elc.

The following editorial appeared in the Elm City paper:

“The construction last year of a shopping mall in downtown Oak City was a mistake. Since the mall has opened, a
number of local businesses have closed, and the downtown area suffers from an acute parking shortage, and arrests
for crime and vagrancy have increased in the nearby Oak City Park. Elm City should pay attention to the example of
the Oak City mall and deny the application to build a shopping mall in Elm City "

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.




The following appeared as part of an editorial in a weekly newsmagazine:

“Historically, most of this country's engineers have come from our universities; recently, however, our university-age
population has begun to shrink, and decreasing enrollments in our high schools clearly show that this drop in
numbers will continue throughout the remainder of the decade. Consequently, our nation will soon be facing a
shortage of trained engineers. If we are to remain economically competitive in the world marketplace, then we must
increase funding for education—and quickly.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

The following appeared in an Excelsior Company memorandum:

“The Excelsior Company plans to introduce its own brand of coffee. Since coffee is an expensive food item, and since
there are already many established brands of coffee, the best way to gain customers for the Excelsior brand is to do
what Superior, the leading coffee company, did when it introeduced the newest brand in its line of coffees: conduct a
temporary sales promotion that offers free samples, price reductions, and discount coupons for the new brand.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . _ etc.

The following appeared as part of an article in a health club trade publication:

“After experiencing a decline in usage by its members, Healthy Heart fitness center built an indoor pool. Since usage
did not increase significantly, it appears that health club managers should adopt another approach—Ilowering
membership fees rather than installing expensive new features.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

The following appeared as part of an article in a popular arts-and-leisure magazine:

“The safety codes governing the construction of public buildings are becoming far too strict. The surest way for
architects and builders to prove that they have met the minimum reguirements established by these codes is to
construct buildings by using the same materials and methods that are currently allowed. But doing so means that there
will be very little significant technological innovation within the industry, and hence little evolution of architectural styles
and design—merely because of the striciness of these safety codes.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

The following is from a campaign by Big Boards Inc. lo convince companies in River City that their sales will increase
if they use Big Boards billboards for advertising their locally manufactured products:

“The potential of Big Boards to increase sales of your products can be seen from an experiment we conducted last
year. We increased public awareness of the name of the current national women's marathon champion by
publishing her picture and her name on billboards in River City for a period of three months. Before this time,
although the champion had just won her title and was receiving extensive national publicity, only five percent of
15,000 randomly surveyed residents of River City could correctly name the champion when shown her picture; after
the three-month advertising experiment, 35 percent of respondents from a second survey could supply her name.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.




The following appeared as part of a recommendation by one of the directors of the Bata Company:

“The Alpha Company has just reduced its workforce by laying off 15 percent of its employees in all divisions and at all
levels, and it is encouraging early retirement for other employees. As you know, the Beta Company manufactures
some products similar to Alpha's, but our profits have fallen over the last few years. To improve Beta's competitive
position, we should try to hire a significant number of Alpha's former workers, since these experienced workers can
provide valuable information about Alpha's successful methods, will require little training, and will be particularly
molivated to compele against Alpha.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

The following appeared in the letters-lo-the-editor section of a local newspaper:

“Muscle Monthly, a fitness magazine that regularly features pictures of bodybuilders using state-of-the-art exercise
machines, frequently sells out, according to the owner of Skyview Mewsstand. To help maximize fitness levels in our
town’s residents, we should, therefore, equip our new community fitness center with such machines.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

The following appeared as part of an article in the business section of a local newspaper:

“The Cumguat Café made a mistake in moving to a new location. After one year at the new spot, it is doing about the
same volume of business as before, but the owners of the RoboWrench plumbing supply wholesale outlet that took
over its old location are apparently doing better: RoboWrench is planning to open a store in a neighboring city.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.

The following appeared in a memorandum from the CEO of a consumer electronics manufacturing firm to the
head of the company’s human resources department, who is responsible for hiring new employees:

“Eight years ago, our firm’s profits were increasing with each new employee we added. We discovered that each
employee had the skills and motivation to generate more revenue for the firm than his or her salary cost us.
However, for the past two years, our profit margin has been falling, even though we have continued to add
employees. Thus, our newer employees are not generating enocugh revenue to justify their salaries. We must
not be hiring new employees with the same level of skills and motivation as those we used to attract. Clearly,
then, failures in the human resources department account for our falling profits.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . etc.

The following appeared in a memorandum from the director of human resources to the executive officers of
Company X:

“Last year, we surveyed our employees on improvements needed at Company X by having them rank, in order of
importance, the issues presented in a list of possible improvements. Improved communications between employees
and management was consistently ranked as the issue of highest importance by the employees who responded to
the survey. As you know, we have since instituled regular communications sessions conducted by high-level
management, which the employees can attend on a voluntary basis. Therefore, it is likely that most employees at
Company X now feel that the improvement most needed at the company has been made.”

Discuss how well reasoned . . . etc.




